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Paul stresses the supremacy of Christ in

this passage.
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He says that Christ is the first and
highest in all things.
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For us, we want to be thinking: Why
should Christ be first place in our lives?
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Let’s listen to a story about Leonardo da
Vinci:
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Leonardo da Vinci took a friend to criticize
his masterpiece of the ‘Last Supper,’ and
the remark of the friend was, ‘The most
striking thing in the picture is the cup!’
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Leonardo da Vinci took his brush and
wiped out the cup as he said, ‘Nothing in
my painting shall attract more attention
than the face of my Master!’
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Because Christ is supreme, nothing else
should distract us from him.
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We must get rid of anything in our heart
that keeps us from glorifying Christ.
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Chrlst is the Image of the Invisible God
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Col 1 1> The Son is the image of the
invisible God, the firstborn over all
creation.
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The Bible says no one has ever seen God:
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1 John 4 122No one has ever seen God;
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Exo 33 20 But,” he said, “you cannot see my
face, for no one may see me and live.”
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But God is willing to reveal Himself to us:
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John 14 #? Jesus answered: “Don’t you
know me, Philip, even after | have been
among you such a long time? Anyone who
has seen me has seen the Father.
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How do we see God through seeing Jesus?

1. ZE T HR Bk B2 =
- RE K ER

Through Jesus’ teaching = BT
— revelation of spiritual truth.
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John 14 ®Jesus answered, “l am the way and
the truth and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me. 7 If you really
know me, you will know my Father as well.
From now on, you do know him and have
seen him.”
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How do we see God through seeing Jesus?
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Through Jesus’ authority -

revelation of divine power.
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Mat 7 2° because he taught as one who
had authority, and not as their teachers of

the law.
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Mat 9 °But | want you to
know that the Son of Man
has authority on earth to
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forgive sins.” So he said to the paralyzed
man, “Get up, take your mat and go home.”
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Luke 4 >° All the people were |

amazed and said to each

other, “What words these are! With
authority and power he gives orders to

impure spirits and they come out!
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Mark 4 3% He got up, rebuked the wind

and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!”
Then the wind died down and it was

completely calm.
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How do we see God through seeing Jesus?
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Through Jesus’ incarnation
— revelation of divine love.
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humbled himself by becoming K
obedient to death—even death
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ppearance as a4 man, he

on a cross!
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It’s only through Jesus that we can see God!
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John 1 18 No one has ever seen God, but

God the One and Only, who is at the
father’s side, has made him known.
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What place does Jesus has in your heat?
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Christ is the Firstborn
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Col 1 > The Son is the image of the invisible
God, the firstborn over all creation.
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B4 HT the firstborn:
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outrank in category
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Paul explains it in verses 16 and 17:
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Col 1 ¢ For in him all things were created: things in
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all
things have been created through him and for
him. 7 He is before all things, and in him all things
hold together.
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1st point: Christ is God
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2" point: Christ is the Creator of all
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What place do you give to the Creator?
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Chrlst is the Head of the Church
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Col 1 3 And he is the head of the body, the
church; he is the beginning and the
firstborn from among the dead, so that in
everything he might have the supremacy.
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head - body metaphor:
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Christ is the head, and the
church is the body.
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How does this affect our relationship
in the church?
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Rom 12 4 For just as each of us has one
body with many members, and these
members do not all have the same
function, > so in Christ we, though many,
form one body, and each member belongs
to all the others.
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Col 1 8 And he is the head of the body, the
church; he is the beginning and the
firstborn from among the dead, so that in
everything he might have the supremacy.
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supreme, outrank in category
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John 11 *3 When he had said this, Jesus called in
a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” * The dead
man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with
strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.
Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes
and let him go.”
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At Jesus’ death, some believers were raised to life:
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Mat 27 °° And when Jesus had cried out again in a
loud voice, he gave up his spirit. > At that moment
the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top
to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split *>? and
the tombs broke open. The bodies of many holy
people who had died were raised to life.
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firstborn from among the dead :
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Many were [(ESUSEliETEe),
but only Jesus was [(E5Vi=EEe!
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Jesus resurrected, was taken up to heaven,
and He will come again!
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Col 1 18 he is the beginning and the firstborn
from among the dead, so that in everything
he might have the supremacy.
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The cpuren IS to suormit to Caristd

(35 5:23-24 Eph 5:23-24)
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What place do you give to the head of
the church?
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1st point: Christ is God
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2"d point: Christ is the Creator of all
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3" point: Christ is the head of the church




\ =\
31 2 S =21 =
A S =
‘]‘-:\ - St B TR
ol v b - ‘_'\_1) ,‘f‘,;b —— _:;
= o N 3 A <4
EAR AT

5your worshio woithy of this ono

Al oaly incomparabla ¢ ocl,

CI3007, 2ii] tha N2 of tha
Cliyeh?




