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A Love-Filled Ministry

wE 7 4:7-18
Colossians 4:7-18
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- In the conclusion of Colossians, Paul
mentioned a few individual names. It
is easily to skim over the passage, and
don't feel that there is any important

teaching in it.
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The truth is, from Paul's conclusion, we see that
serving God is not something that individuals do
alone, regardless of how capable and great they
think they are.
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Paul has a team of loving members to work with
him.
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They all love God and are faithful in loving
one another.
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Let’ s meet Paul and
his love—-filled team!




A. #E#F Commendations (4:7-9)
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Col 4 7 Tychicus will tell you all the news about

me. He is a dear brother, a faithful minister and
fellow servant in the Lord. 8 | am sending him to
you for the express purpose that you may know
about our circumstances and that he may
encourage your hearts.
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Col 4 ° He is coming with Onesimus, our
faithful and dear brother, who is one of you.
They will tell you everything that is happening
here.
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Paul mentioned two co-workers: Tychicus and
Onesimus.
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In Ephesians 6:21-22, Paul describes Tychicus as:
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Eph 6 21 Tychicus, the dear brother and faithful servant
in the Lord, will tell you everything, so that you also may
know how | am and what | am doing. 22| am sending
him to you for this very purpose, that you may know
how we are, and that he may encourage you.
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Tychicus was Paul's messenger. He carried the
books of Philemon, Colossians and Ephesians
were carried to their respective destinations.
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Paul was able to entrust his important letters to
Tychicus, that means Tychicus was a very
faithful and reliable co-worker.
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Being a messenger seems to be a small errand,
but it has great value and significance in the
overall gospel ministry.
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Onesimus was a runaway slave from Colossae.

He met Paul in prison in Rome and became a
Christian.
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Paul sent Onesimus to go to Colossae with
Tychicus. One of the purposes was also to send
Onesimus back to master Philemon.
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Onesimus, who was once unfaithful and fled

from his master is now addressed by Paul as "a
dear and faithful brother."
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This is what Paul said to the master of Onesimus
master Philemon:
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Phm 1 15 Perhaps the reason he was separated
from you for a little while was that you might
have him back for ever — 162 no longer as a slave,
but better than a slave, as a dear brother.
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The power of the gospel not only changed the
life of Onesimus himself, but also changed his
relationship with his master who was also a
believer.
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We see here Paul's active and supportive love
for Onesimus.




B. [9]{X Greetings (4:10-15)
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Col 4 10 My fellow prisoner Aristarchus sends you his
greetings, as does Mark, the cousin of Barnabas. (You
have received instructions about him; if he comes to
you, welcome him.) 11 Jesus, who is called Justus, also
sends greetings. These are the only Jews among my
fellow workers for the kingdom of God, and they have
proved a comfort to me.
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These two verses refer to three co-workers,
who are "of the circumcision”, that is, Jews.
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This means that other co-workers are non-
Jews, that is, Gentiles. But in the love of Christ
Jesus, they all serve the same God in unity.
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Arlstarchus, Paul called him "my fellw prisoner”,
he was the comrade-in-arms of Paul.
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Acts 19 2° Soon the whole city was in an uproar.
The people seized Gaius and Aristarchus, Paul’s
travelling companions from Macedonia, and all
of them rushed into the theatre together.
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Mark was the cousin of Barnabas (Col 4:10). In
his mission trip with Paul and Barnabas, he
quit halfway and became a deserter. (Acts

15:36-41)
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On the next missionary journey, Barnabas wanted to
bring Mark along again, but Paul refused. Barnabas
had to take Mark with him and parted way with Paul.
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But in Col 4:10, mentioning Mark, Paul said, "If
he comes to you, welcome him."
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Barnabas was willing to give Mark a chance,

Mark had matured over time, and Paul was
willing to take Mark back into the team again.
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Everyone needs an opportunity to learn and
make mistakes. Don't mark people out too early.
Love gives people who make mistakes a chance
to grow up in the grace of Christ.
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Paul was also able to leave his pride behind and
receive the return of Mark, and recommend
him without prejudice.
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For Justus, Paul said he together with
Aristarchus and Mark, were fellow workers for
the kingdom of God, and they have proved a
comfort to me.
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Who have you been a comfort to?
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Col 4 12 Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of
Christ Jesus, sends greetings. He is always wrestling in
prayer for you, that you may stand firm in all the will of
God, mature and fully assured. 13 | vouch for him that he
is working hard for you and for those at Laodicea and
Hierapolis.
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Paul called Epaphras "a servant of Christ Jesus"
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Epaphras probably was converted and became a
disciple during Paul's extended stay in Ephesus.
He returned to Colosse and establish the

Colossian church.
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At this time Epaph was in prison with
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Paul. He

still cared much for the church, praying to
support the spiritual growth of the members.
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He prayed not only for the church in Colossae,
out also for the churches in Laodicea and the
Hierapolis near Colossae.
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We need to cultivate a spiritual kingdom
mentality, and be willing to care for God's
other ministries outside our own church.
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Physically, we may be separate churches. But we
are a combined spiritual power for God in Christ
Jesus.
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Paul said that Epaphras not only prayed for the
church, but that he " is always wrestling in
prayer for you"!
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Our prayers must be earnest and eager to be

beneficial to our own spiritual growth and to the
matters we prayed for.
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It is not only in a prison or a church that we can

pray, but that we can pray at home, and God will
listen to our prayer as well.
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Col 4 14 Qur dear friend Luke, the doctor, and
Demas send greetings. 1> Give my greetings to the
brothers and sisters at Laodicea, and to Nympha
and the church in her house.
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Luke and Dema were familiar to the Colossian
church, and were their "dear" friends.
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Paul was familiar with people in Laodicean church.

- AR AAE, BSHREEERER S T
XM PR
There was no church building at the time, and the

church gathered at believers' homes. Nympha's
home was one of those meeting places.

WA PE, IR EHEINRA B3R!
No church buildings,
but more fellowship in the Spirit!
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Col 4 16 After this letter has been read to you,
see that it is also read in the church of the
Laodiceans and that you in turn read the letter
from Laodicea. 17 Tell Archippus: ‘See to it that
you complete the ministry you have received in
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the Lord.
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The letters Paul wrote to the churches were to
be circulated and read by each church.
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Many were illiterate back then, so Paul

instructed that the letters be read out in the
gatherings for all to hear.
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Do we read our Bible regularly?
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Churches were also to share with and bless

another church by pass around what letters
they had read.
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The church is a family of God, not a business,

so we should not be competing with each
other, but to support one another and serve

the Lord together.
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Col 4 17 Tell Archippus: ‘See to it that you

complete the ministry you have received in the
Lord.’
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We don't really have much information on

Archipus. He might be a young intern preacher
like Timothy was.
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On February 13 next year, the Billy Graham
Evangelistic Association will hold an evening
English evangelistic meeting in Darwin that is for
all churches in Darwin to participate. His son
Franklin Graham will be preaching.
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How can we from DCCC be involved?
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Paul was in prison and yet he knew about how
Archipus was doing in his ministry.

ZEF L.

- RF O I T2 2R [F] T Re e At /4t 1
FE i R AN A I AR AT !

Paul had a desire to see each co-worker able to
fulfill God's calling in his/her life. He wished

them success!

BATR O EF

et

M=

b PN e

Do we care about people in ministry?



7H 4 18ab FRARB RE N IRNTZ. IRIIZE LS
1ITRBA.

Col 4 18a-b | Paul, write this greeting in my own
hand. Remember my chains.
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Paul probably had never been to Colossae, but

ne seemed so close to, and intimate with, the
pelievers there.
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e wanted the Colossian believers to know

that they meant much to him, so he

S

oecifically briught to their attention that he

was extending a very personal, warm and

e

arnest greeting to them.
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Paul’ s ministry is filled with his
love for people!
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Paul is not as great as we generally like to think
he is: a great theologian, a great pastor, and a

great missionary. As if he is an all-powerful
Christian.
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Here, we see Paul asking the believer to pray
for his imprisonment.
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Col 4 3 And pray for us, too, that God may open a

door for our message, so that we may proclaim
the mystery of Christ, for which | am in chains.
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When we are envious of how great Paul is, Paul

may be badly needing God to guide him and
open the way for him.
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Paul never gives the impression that he is a
self-sufficient great man.
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Let us realize that we too need others to pray
for us, and we are willing to pray for others.
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Let us pray for each other
and keep watch for each other!
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Col 4 18c Grace be with you.
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No matter how much Paul cared for believers,
and how diligent he sought to teach them, he
knew that it is God's work of grace that enables
lives to be transformed.
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Paul himself says in 1 Corinthians 3:6-7:
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¢ | planted the seed, Apollos watered it,
but God has been making it grow.
7 So neither the one who plants
nor the one who waters is anything,
but only God, who makes things grow.
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The ministry of love is bringing people to the Lord, so
that they can receive the grace of God.
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Therefore, after all that Paul could say and pray, he

surrendered those he served to God:
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Grace be witlh you/
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Because of love, Jesus Christ came to the
world to die on the cross, resurrected, and

gone into heaven to be t
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The church will also leac

he Savior for mankind.
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salvation of Christ by love.
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Let us love each other and work together to
spread the redemptive grace of Christ!




