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The Model of a Father
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On this Father’s Day, we want to take 
the Father of all fathers, that is, our 
Creator God as our model father. 
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Not only did God create mankind male 
and female, he created them in his own 
image, and he also instituted marriage�
from which comes parents and children –
a family. (Gen 1:27; 2:23-24)
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In the Old Testament, God called himself 
the father of the Israelites.
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In the New Testament, he makes all who 
believe in his Son, Jesus Christ, his children 
– He is their Father.
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Our main verse is John 3:16.
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For God so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life.



A. ������ God Loves Unconditionally:
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For God so loved the world…..
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This is unconditional love; we can't do 
anything to earn God's love, just as a baby 
can't do anything to earn the love of his/her 
parents.
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But you, O Lord, are a compassionate and 
gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love 
and faithfulness. (Psalm 86:15)
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How great is the love the Father has lavished on 
us, that we should be called children of God!
(1 John 3:1a)
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This is how God showed his love among us: He 
sent his one and only Son into the world that 
we might live through him. This is love: not 
that we loved God, but that he loved us and 
sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our 
sins. (1 John 4:9-10)
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Human fathers are not God, but they are made 
in God’s image and they do love their children 
unconditionally!
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In middle school, I hated my father because I 
thought he didn’t love me. I was punished a lot
by him.
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In high school, I became a Christian, and 
one day I suddenly realized that, of 
course my father loves me!
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He has never stopped supplying all my 
needs! He punishes me because he loves 
his son!
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My disobedience earned me the punishment 
from my father but he had never stopped 
loving me. 
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Human fathers are imperfect but they do 
love their children unconditionally.



B. $��"	 God Gives Sacrificially:
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For God so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son…..
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But God demonstrates his own love for us in 
this: while we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us.
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It is difficult for us, as sinful people, to grasp 
how a holy God can love us. But, because 
when we were still sinners, God sent His 
beloved son Jesus Christ to die on the cross 
for our sins, we know that God indeed loves 
the people He created.
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Earthly fathers sacrifice much for their 
children, although they rarely, if ever, relate in 
detail these sacrifices to their children.
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Because he came from a poor family, my 
father had to start working at the age of 12 to 
help support his family.
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He worked 7 days a week all his life. His only 
break was 1½ days over Chinese New Year each 
year!
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The only reason he was frugal and worked so 
hard was so that his children could have a good 
education and a good future!
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Basically, my father lived for his children. 
Of course, so did my mother.
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Earthly fathers are not perfect, but they 
are indeed fathers who make sacrifices 
for their children like the Creator who 
made them.
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All of us who are children, young and old 
alike, let’s appreciate and honour our earthly 
fathers, and our mothers, and love them. Let 
us give thanks to God when we think of their 
sacrifices, and be reminded of God's sacrifice 
for our sins too.



C. ���� God has Expectations:
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For God so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him…..
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God‘s love is the love that requires response: 
the establishment of a relationship.
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This relationship is established by faith and 
obedience (obeying faith).
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Earthly fathers will also have requirements 
and expectations for the children. This is a 
natural and healthy expression of love.
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Hebrews 12:6-7 6 because the Lord disciplines 
the one he loves, and he chastens everyone he 
accepts as his son.’ 7 Endure hardship as 
discipline; God is treating you as his children. 
For what children are not disciplined by their 
father?
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God disciplines his children, and so do fathers 
and mothers.

�� 13:24 �����������
�������� ����

Proverbs 13:24 Whoever spares the rod 
hates their children, but the one who loves 
their children is careful to discipline them.
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When I was a seminary student, I once told 
my roommate that my father, who was not a 
believer yet, was furious after hearing that I 
wanted to study theology. He told me never 
to seek help from him when I encounter any 
problems.



§ �+�%!��'(*#,)� �-��
���'	��

I felt that it was a pity to not have my father’s 
approval for my theology training.
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But it shocked me when my roommate said 
that he felt worse than I did because in his 
case, his father couldn’t care less what he did!
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Proverbs 19:18  Discipline your children, for in 
that there is hope; do not be a willing party to 
their death.
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Proverbs 15:5 A fool spurns a parent’s discipline, 
but whoever heeds correction shows prudence.
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The Bible says so about the discipline of God:
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Hebrews 12:9-10    9 Moreover, we have all had human 
fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. 
How much more should we submit to the Father of 
spirits and live! 10 They disciplined us for a little while as 
they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, in 
order that we may share in his holiness.
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Let us not forget that our Father in 
heaven has made demands and 
expectations on us too. That is 
because he loves his children.
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For God so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life.
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God doesn’t just expect, he prepares!
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First, God has prepared the Savior for us, Jesus 
who was crucified for us on the cross.
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Second, God uses his Word and Holy Spirit to 
prepare us, so that we know the truth and are 
able to put our faith in Christ.
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This morning, the gift he has prepared 
for our friends who haven’t yet 
believed is salvation in Jesus Christ, and 
you are here not by chance.
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shall not perish but have eternal life.
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Fathers, have you prepared for yourselves? 
Have you received eternal life?
Have you prepared your children to 
receive eternal life?



��$��	���"�!���(����)
��*!���

Today, we look at our Earthly fathers from the 
perspective of the Heavenly Father, saying that the 
father has these four characteristics.

#' Conclusion:

1. ��
!� Unconditional love;
2.  �!�� Gives sacrificially;
3. �&� Has expectations;
4. ���!��%��

Prepares His children for the future
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May all fathers be blessed by the Lord!
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I also hope that every friend can come 
to trust in Jesus, and receive the 

eternal life offered by our 
heavenly Father!


