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He¢ Must Become Greater,
I Must Become Less

SF 2%
Gospel of John
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We live in very competitive times.
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Unfortunately,

that competitive spirit can

infiltrate the church of Jesus Christ.
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So that serving and worshipping God turns into
a competition between people.
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This morning we want to look at how John the
Baptist served God as a forerunner of the
Messiah, and learn from his ministry mentality.
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The Ministry of John the Baptist and Jesus’
(22-24)
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John 3:22 After this, Jesus and his
disciples went out into the Judean
countryside, where he spent some
time with them, and baptised.
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John 3:23 Now John also was baptising at
Aenon near Salim, because there was
plenty of water, and people were coming
and being baptised. 24 (This was before
John was put in prison.)
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These verses tell us that Jesus and the disciples
who followed him at that time left Jerusalem for
the country districts.
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Jesus did two things at the time: spent time with
the disciples, and let them baptize people (4:2).
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Verse 24 says that “This was before John was

put in prison”, telling us that God's working is
shifting its focus from the ministry of John the
Baptist to the ministry of Jesus.

m%%%mi;%ﬁ%%,ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%%/
TR =N

The ministry of John the Baptist was drawing to
a close, and Jesus was preparing to launch his.
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Letting his disciples baptize parallel to John the
Baptist, Jesus was attracting the focus of the
masses.
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From the masses that came to him, he could look
for those who would later on become his core
disciples.
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In verse 22, we notice that Jesus spent time with
his disciples.
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The most important thing to become a disciple of
the Lord is that the individual establishes a close
relationship with the Lord and has an intimate
understanding of the Lord.
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For a while, we saw the ministry of Jesus was
similar to that of John the Baptist.
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Both spent time with their disciples; both

proclaimed the coming of the kingdom of God,;
both performed baptism with water.
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There is another important similarity between John the
Baptist and Jesus.
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It’s that their ministry wasn’t driven by their followers.
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John 2:23-25 says that many people saw the miracles
that Jesus did and they believed in his name.
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“But Jesus would not entrust himself to them, for he
knew all people. > He did not need any testimony about

mankind, for he knew what was in each person.”
(John 2:24-25)
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The same was true of John the Baptist, who did not let
his disciples dictate his ministry. He and Jesus are both
servants who honor the call of God.
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When two people do similar things, it is easy for
others to compare them and cause competition
and misunderstanding between the workers.
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Next, we are going to see that this too had
happened between John the Baptist and Jesus.
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The Disciples of John the Baptist — The Myth of

Ministry (25-26)
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John 3:25 An argument developed between some
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of John’s disciples and a certain Jew over the

matter of ceremonial washing. 26 They came to
John and said to him, ‘Rabbi, that man who was

with you on the other side of the Jordan — the
one you testified about — look, he is baptising,

and everyone is goin

g to him.
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The disciples of John the Baptist argued with a
Jew over the matter of ceremonial washing.
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The subject of the argument was on ceremonial
washing.
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But, when they came to report to John the
Baptist, the subject had turned out to be
everyone was going to Jesus'




AATTSE AL AE RN S ARATT i 1) 15 1 01 2 HR 6K &
R,

They blamed Jesus for the argument the Jew had with
them.
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They were so unhappy with Jesus that when talking
about Jesus to John the Baptist, they didn’t even want
to mention the name of Jesus, but called Jesus "the one
who used to be with you outside the Jordan, you
witnessed."
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Basically, they were saying this to John the
Baptist: “Look, you supported him (Jesus)and
promoted him. Now, not only he stole two of your
disciples from you, but all those who should have
come to you for baptism ran to him!
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Why was the disciple of John the Baptist so full of
jealousy towards Jesus’ success?
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It is obvious that they had regarded serving God
as a pursuit of their own sense of accomplishment.
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In the process of serving God, they unconsciously made
their own desires the master of the ministry.
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s it possible t
the ministry?

hat we are caught in such a situation too in
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From time to time, we need to do self-examination and
self-reflection before God.




C. R LI HIfEE (27-30)
The Reply of John the Baptist (27-30)
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John the Baptist first answered the disciples with
a proverb.
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John 2:27 To this John replied, ‘A person can
receive only what is given them from heaven.
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For John the Baptist, his ministry was not about
only himself, his ministry, and other people.
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Above all this there is a God who rules.
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God is the master of ministry, and the master of
the workers.
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None possesses the right to serve God but each is
granted grace to come and be his servant.
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1 Cor 4:7 For who makes you different from
anyone else? What do you have that you did not
receive? And if you did receive it, why do you
boast as though you did not?
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On being a servant, Jesus says this:
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Luke 17:10 So you also, when you have done
everything you were told to do, should say,
“We are unworthy servants; we have only
done our duty.”
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1 Cor 4:2 Now it is required that those who have
been given a trust must prove faithful.
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The ministry of John the Baptist seemed to be failing,
and the ministry of Jesus was prospering.
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But John the Baptist knew that he himself had been

faithful, and the Lord was in control.
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The second point in which John the Baptist responded to
the disciples was:
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John 3:28 You yourselves can testify that | said, “l am not
the Messiah but am sent ahead of him.”
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With regard to Jesus, John the Baptist was absolutely
clear about his own role — he was a forerunner for Jesus.




fl ) A € e BN AR EC A, RIAER E R RH E K -

His role was to play second fiddle to Jesus, to achieve
the greater will of God.
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The problem of comparing and competing between him
and Jesus did not exist.
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If we see each other as a complementing co-worker, and
look at ourselves only as servants of God, we can then
avoid the problems of comparison and competition.
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John the Baptist also responc

with a metaphor:
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ed to his disciples

John 3:29 The bride belongs to the bridegroom.
The friend who attends the bridegroom waits
and listens for him, and is full of joy when he
hears the bridegroom’s voice. That joy is mine,
and it is now complete.
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John the Baptist said that he was like the best
man in a wedding, and Jesus the bridegroom.
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Just as a best man would
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marrying bridegroom, John the Baptist was
excited about the prospering ministry of Jesus.
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In fact, the successful launching of Jesus’ ministry

indicated that John the Baptist had faithfully and
successfully fulfilled his mission/
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For this, John the Baptist said that the joy of
Jesus’ success in ministry was his (John the
Baptist’s), and this was a complete joy!
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Have we ever received such joy in our ministry to
the Lord?
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Finally, with satisfaction and admiration, John
the Baptist uttered:
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John 3:30 He must become greater; | must
become less. ”
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This is the supreme attainment
In ministry,
the greatest satisfaction and joy!
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May the Lord bless every one
who serves Him in Spirit and in truth




