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Last Sunday we saw that John the Baptist was

very clear with his position: he came to prepare
the heart of the people for the coming of Christ.
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His final words were “He must become greater;
| must become less”.
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The text John 3:31-36 we are going to look at this
morning is the reflections and response of the
apostle John, the writer of the Gospel of John, to
John 3:22-30.
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John 3:31-36 is also a summary of the entire

chapter of the 3rd chapter of the Gospel of
John.
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Let us take a look at the reflections and
response of the apostle John:




A. BEEBZAR The Origin of Christ (31)
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The one who comes from above is above all; the
one who is from the earth belongs to the earth,
and speaks as one from the earth. The one who
comes from heaven is above all.
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“the one who comes from above” refers to
Jesus Christ, the Son of God
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“the one who is from the earth” refers to all
others used by God to serve him, like John the
Baptist and the prophets in the OT.
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What makes Jesus Christ different from all the
prophets and servants of God?
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Their origins!
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From above ?? From the earth ??’
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“from above” means:
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John 1:1 |n the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
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“from the earth” means:
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finite man with human limitations.
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The one who comes from heaven is above all. (2X)
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Revelation / God’s Word
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the one who is from the earth.... speaks as one
from the earth. ﬂ

JEJ'%ZE}H
Partial truth
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Even John the Baptist belongs to the
earth. That's why John the Baptist
himself said he himself must become

less and Jesus must become greater.
(30)
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John the Baptist cannot reveal the secrets of
heaven, he doesn’t have the power to renew
human heart, he cannot baptize with the
Spirit and with fire. Only Jesus, “the one who
comes from above”, can do all these.
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Is the one you believe in
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and follow

THE ONE WHO COMES FROM HERVEN

AND IS ABOVE AL

L?



B.EBBMMIUE The Witness of Christ (32-34)
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John 3:32 He testifies to what he has seen and
heard, but no one accepts his testimony. 33
Whoever has accepted it has certified that God is
truthful. 34 For the one whom God has sent
speaks the words of God, for God gives the Spirit
without limit.
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John the Baptist came to bear witness to Jesus.

Here, Jesus also bears witness. What are the
differences between their witnesses?
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The phrase "what he has seen and heard" refers
to Jesus’ first-hand testimony that he received in
the presence of the Father in heaven.
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He wasn’t speculating or philosophizing about
heaven.
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He was speaking the very words of God, telling

us what the Father is like and how we can have
eternal life. His witness is reliable and certain.
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“no one accepts his testimony” is a general
statement saying very few people received his
testimony.

NT2AWE? Why?
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The broken relationship of humankind with God causes
people to dislike revealed truth from heaven; they
preferred enlightened truth from the earth.
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Since “the one who is from the earth belongs to the
earth”, enlightened truth is impeded by the finiteness of
man and the limitations of human power, so it is only
partial truth.
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Jesus said in John 5:35:
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John was a lamp that burned and gave light, and you chose
for a time to enjoy his light.
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John the Baptist was a lamp lit by oil and it wouldn’t shine

without oil. John was not the true light, but the light that
bore witness for the true light. Jesus is the true light.
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John 5:36, Jesus went on to say:

(B ZH L2958 E AT iF ﬁ%@x%&ﬁ&
mmm—,mmﬁmmmL X RAEREA
FRZE R .

‘Il have testimony weightier than that of John.
For the works that the Father has given me to
finish — the very works that | am doing — testify
that the Father has sent me.
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Because
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Jesus came from above, his words are

revealed truth, and his miracles were the work
of God, not the extraordinary ability of man.
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John 3:33 Whoever has accepted it has certified
that God is truthful.
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Accepting the testimony of Jesus is not only saying that
Christ is truthful, but also that God is truthful. In other
words, rejecting Jesus’ testimony means calling God a
liar. The Father and the Son are perfectly united in truth.
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When a person believes in Jesus, his faith is declaring to

the world that there is a true and living God, and that
believers have a living relationship with this true God.
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Believers, when you come to the church to attend the
worship service this morning, with your action you have
already testified of the true God!
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John 3:34 For the one whom God has sent speaks
the words of God, for God gives the Spirit without
limit.

B TR — VOB B SRAS . 0I% R 4 A

Once again we see the uniqgueness of Jesus: God
gives him the Spirit without limit.
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God also gave the Spirit to the prophets of the
OT. But they had the Spirit in measure. To Jesus,
God gave the Spirit without measure.
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Therefore, Jesus could say in John 14:9,
“Anyone who has seen me has seen the
Father”.
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Moses or Isaiah or Jeremiah couldn’t say that!
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Thus, Jesus comes from above, and his
testimony is the testimony from above.
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HAVE YOU RECEIVED HIS
TESTIMONY?




C.EERMNI (35-36)
The Authority of Christ (35-36)
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John 3:35 The Father loves the Son and has placed
everything in his hands. 36 Whoever believes in
the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the
Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on

them.
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The love between the Father, the Son, and the
Spirit is eternal and perfect.
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At Jesus’ baptism, the Spirit descended on Him
and the Father proclaimed: “This is my Son,
whom | love; with him | am well pleased.”
(Mat. 3:17)
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Because the Father loves the Son, He has given all
things into His hand.
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Mat 11:27 ‘All things have been committed to
me by my Father. No one knows the Son except
the Father, and no one knows the Father except
the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to

reveal him.
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Verse 31 declares that Jesus is above all.
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Verse 36 declares that the Father has placed all
things in Jesus’ hands.
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What is the purpose of Jesus’ authority?
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Before the ascension, when Jesus issued the

Great Commission to the disciples, he once
again emphasized to the disciples: “All authority

in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
@ go and make disciples of all nations

..... 7 (Mat 28:18-19a)
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PRRURIERIA -
Jesus uses his authority to send believers to
preach the gospel and save the lost.

SHGE, EMAEENNERTIR?

CHRISTIANS, HAVE YOU
SUBMITTED
TO THE AUTHORITY OF CHRIST?
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Friends who have not committed to trusting
Jesus, John 1:12 says:
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Yet to all who did receive him, to those
who believed in his name, he gave the
right to become children of God.
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| hope that you will carefully
consider and cherish
the right that God wants you to obtain,
that is, to become a child of God.




