HB & 2 32 B N NIl

WITNESSES TO JESUS AS CHRIST

| E 5:30-47
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Once, while in the mission field, | was

asked by a mi
came from.

ssionary co-worker where |
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| answered | was from Malaysia.
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He exclaimed excitedly, “Oh..., | know,
then you are a Malay!”.
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His excitement was like he had struck
a jackpot.
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But he made me feel incredulous and
annoyed.
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| told him | am not a Malay but a Malaysian.
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And that | am a Malaysian Chinese'!
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In Malaysia, Chinese are often looked down
as second-class citizens.
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No Malays likes to be recognized as a
Chinese and vice versa.




BATE R AR, (84 A AL,
5 it A R
| know this is ugly but sadly this is reality.
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It’s never a good feeling being mistaken

one’s identity as somebody less than who
one really is.
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Jesus has often been misidentified, from
the time when he lived in Palestine up
till today.
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Do you think you already know who
Jesus is?
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This morning we will look at four witnesses
that show us who Jesus is. We can assess
our understanding of the true identity of
Jesus.




1EFRATSGE 29 5:30-32.
Let’s first look at John 5:30-32.
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John 5:30 By myself | can do nothing; | judge
only as | hear, and my judgment is just, for I
seek not to please myself but him who sent
me.
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Jesus claims that his judgment will be a just
judgment because it would not be based on
nis own initiative, but on the Father’s.
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In the same way, his witness is not spoken
based on his own will.
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So, he says this in verses 31-32:
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John 5:31 ‘If | testify about myself, my
testimony is not true. 32 There is another
who testifies in my favour, and | know
that his testimony about me is true.
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Who is this “another” one who testifies for
Jesus?

X “HE M T ERERAIAL .
This “another ” is non other than
Jesus’ Father.
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The Father provided four powerful
witnhesses for Jesus.



A. TBEZIBI ) WE  The Witness of John
the Baptist (5:33-35)
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John 5:33 ‘You have sent to John and he has
testified to the truth.
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In Chapter 1 of John, John the Baptist had given
testimony that Jesus is the Christ, the lamb of
God.
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John 1:29 The next day John saw Jesus
coming towards him and said, ‘Look, the
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin
of the world!
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How did John the Baptist know that Jesus is
the Son of God / the Lamb of God?
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John 1:31 | myself did not know him, but

the reason | came baptising with water was
that he might be revealed to Israel’
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John 1:32 Then John gave this testimony: ‘I saw
the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and
remain on him. 33 And | myself did not know him,
but the one who sent me to baptise with water
told me, “The man on whom you see the Spirit
come down and remain is the one who will
baptise with the Holy Spirit.”
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John 1:34 | have seen and | testify that this is
God’s Chosen One!
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John is a trustworthy witness
to who Christ is.
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John 5:34 Not that | accept human testimony;
but | mention it that you may be saved.
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Jesus didn’t need John the Baptist’s
testimony to know he (Jesus) is the
Son of God.
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He is mentioning John the Baptist’s as a

witness to his identity so that “you may be
saved”!
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But what kind of attitude
did the Jews hold?
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John 5:35 John was a lamp that burned and gave
light, and you chose for a time to enjoy his light.
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In rejecting the lamp (John the Baptist’s
testimony) they were rejecting the Light
(Jesus Christ)!




B. BRER/ENHI WIE The Witness of the
Works of Jesus (5:36)
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John 5:36 ‘| have testimony weightier
than that of John. For the works that the
Father has given me to finish — the very
works that | am doing — testify that the
Father has sent me.
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Nicodemus testified to the miracles that Jesus
did, saying:
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‘Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher who has come from God. For
no one could perform the signs you
are doing if God were not with him.
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Jesus turned water into wine
and he did not even touch the

jars! (John 2:1-11)
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Jesus healed the royal official’s son
by pronouncing it though he was
still some 16 miles or so away in
Cana! (John 4:46-54)
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The man at Bethesda had been sick for
38 years but Jesus healed him instantly
by commanding him to get up, and the
man did not even know Jesus’ identity!

(John 5:1-10)
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These are miracles which require
God’s direct intervention. They
bore witness that Jesus had been
sent by God the Father.



C. RA K] WE The Witness of the Father's
Testimony (5:37-38)

2] 5:37 ZHORHIA W NFAFE L WAL

IR G IR, (RE
B IMHITEER -

John 5:37 And the Father who sent me
has himself testified concerning me.
You have never heard his voice nor
seen his form,




2] 5:38 IR G MHIE A E; B
FRZRH, RAIAE

John 5:38 nor does his word dwell in you, for
you do not believe the one he sent.
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The Father did not only bear witness to the
identity of Jesus through John the Baptist and
the miracles performed by Jesus, but he also
directly witnessed to Jesus as the Son of God.
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As Jesus was baptized and went up out of the
water....

X 3:17 NREAFHW: | ZEHHZ T
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Mat 3:17 And a voice from heaven said, ‘This
is my Son, whom | love; with him | am well
pleased.’
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In fact, much later in the transfiguration
of Jesus, the Father again declared:
“This is my Son, whom | love; with him
| am well pleased. Listen to him!”

(Mat 17:5)
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These Jewish religious leaders were
putting themselves in the positions of
judging Jesus as if they were the only
ones that could speak for God.
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But in reality these men had never heard
God’s voice or seen him. (v37)
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Jesus even pointed out that they did not
have God’s word abiding in them. (v38)




DANC G IR LR R SR B AR & ANME
KA At ) L BR &k i) 2 5 407 B AE 1 W,
A =F--

Won't it be that these Jewish religious
leaders were overestimating themselves
in not believing the witness of the Father
to the true identity of his Son Jesus?




D. &K WIHE  The Witness of the
Scriptures (5:39-47)
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John 5:39 You study the Scriptures diligently
because you think that in them you have
eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that
testify about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to
me to have life.
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Ironically, the Jewish religious leaders
searched the Scriptures seeking for eternal
life, and yet they rejected the Savior to
whom the Scriptures bear witness to!
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Do we do this too?
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In verses 41-44 Jesus contrasts himself with
the Jewish religious leaders:
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John 5:41 ‘| do not accept glory from human
beings, 42 but | know you. | know that you
do not have the love of God in your hearts.
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John 5:43 | have come in my Father’s name,
and you do not accept me; but if someone
else comes in his own name, you will accept
him. 44 How can you believe since you
accept glory from one another but do not
seek the glory that comes from the only God?
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5 Accept praise from

one another; make no effort
to obtain the praise that

comes from God (44)

Kt A7 ANEFFHRER, TR E
7= L) 4K CLH 44 2K ) Do not ac::Fe ot

Jesus, but accept someone
coming in his own name (43)

Does not accept

praise from men
(41)

Has come in the
Father’s name (43)
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Jesus’ comment on the Jewish religious
leaders is that “you do not have the love of
God in your hearts” (v42)
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They have an impressive spiritual
appearance that is worthless
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John 5:45 ‘But do not think | will accuse you before
the Father. Your accuser is Moses, on whom your
hopes are set. 46 If you believed Moses, you
would believe me, for he wrote about me. 47 But
since you do not believe what he wrote, how are
you going to believe what | say?’
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The Jews studied the Scriptures diligently, but
they studied for what they could get out of
the Scriptures rather than what the Scriptures
could do in their lives.
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BATR G HIXAER? REER, FEHE.
Are we doing the same?
Craving for answers but refusing the Savior.
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In the five books written by Moses there are
words pointing toward the coming Christ:
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Gen 3:15 Jesus is the seed of the woman that

would bruise the serpent’s head.
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Gen 12:3; 22:18 Jesus is the seed of Abraham
and Isaac by which all the nations would be
blessed.
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Num 24:17 Jesus is the Star coming out of Jacob,
and the Scepter rising out of Israel. He is the
ruler promised who would never lose the scepter.
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Deu 18:15-18 Jesus is the prophet God would
raise up at the latter day, of whom whoever
would not listen to what he says in the name
of God, God would call him to account.
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The bronze snake of Num 21:7-9 prefigures
Christ’s atonement for sinners.




» BT AR IDHTER 7L 4= HR 1
w] SRR 7 9 TEHIWIHE

The Passover Lamb and the Leviticus
sacrifices all point toward Jesus' final
sacrifice for sin.
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The problem with the Jewish religious leaders is
that they had set their hope on a human being.
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They had hoped that if they just had a
really strict way of life, God would love
them more and even forgive all their sins
and save them!
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Jesus warned them that they wanted to
oe saved by obeying the law of Moses,
out they were actually condemned by
Moses' words because they did not
believe in Moses' testimony for Jesus.
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Who is able to know better than God his
plan of salvation?
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God himself provides four witnesses for us
to recognize that Jesus is the Messiah, the
Savior God has prepared for us.



A. 2B WE  The Witness of John
the Baptist (5:33-35)

B. HRBR/ENH) UE The Witness of the
Works of Jesus (5:36)

C. RAZKI W UE The Witness of the Father's
Testimony (5:37-38)

D. X2 WIHE  The Witness of the
Scriptures (5:39-47)
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In presenting the four witnesses, Jesus said:

“I mention it that
you may be saved”
(John 4:34)
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Are you willing to accept the withesses
the Father set up for the Son — Jesus,
and believe in Jesus
as your Savior and Lord of your life?




