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When the Humblest Man
Lost his Temper!

K #4id 20:1-13
Numbers 20:1-13
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| don't know if there are some of
us here who have never had a
temper?
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If you have never had a temper
in your life, you are even more
amazing than Moses who is the
most humble man on earth!
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| originally wanted to first study
accounting, work for a couple of
vears, and then study theology
and become a pastor.



AR A ZRNLE LB E
L QB | BE: APS S PO R S
R, GRS 2T U

Unfortunately, before | got the air ticket
to Kuala Lumpur to do accounting
course, | lost my temper on my father,
and because of that | lost my
opportunity to do accounting.
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Today, from the consequence of Moses
losing his cool, we want to once again

remind ourselves to “be quick to listen,
slow to speak and slow to become angry”
(James 1:19)
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A snapshot of what happened in the text
today:
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The Israelites had been in the wilderness
for 40 years, the old generation was
mostly gone, and the new generation
was poised to enter the land of Canaan.
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There was a lack of water and
the people “gathered in

opposition to Moses and
Aaron” (v2)
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God asked Moses to command
the rock to pour out water, but

Moses struck the rock twice
with his staff (v7-11)
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As a consequence, Moses and
Aaron were told by God “you will
not bring this community into
the land I give them” (v12)
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The people quarreled with Moses (1-5)
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In the first month the whole Israelite
community arrived at the Desert of Zin,
and they stayed at Kadesh. There Miriam
died and was buried.
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Miriam was the sister of Moses and Aaron .
Her death certainly meant that Moses and
Aaron were going through a rough time.
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When we are in a bad mood, we must
pay more attention to our temper!
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Num 20:2 Now there was no water for the
community, and the people gathered in
opposition to Moses and Aaron. 3 They
quarrelled with Moses and said, ‘If only we
had died when our brothers fell dead before

the LORD!




“F " R H REANMH S R,
ﬁ;ﬁg H AN H 5 52 BE V4 A A2 1 )
Ui o

“Quarrelled” indicates that the
people did more than grumbled,
they also refused to be persuaded
by Moses and Aaron.
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Num 20:3 They quarrelled with Moses and
said, ‘If only we had died when our brothers
fell dead before the LORD!
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Who were those who “fell dead before
the LORD” ?
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These were the ones who rose up against
and attacked Moses’ leadership.
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These people include Korah, Dathan, and
Abiram. God caused them and all their
households were swallowed up by the land
that split open under them.
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There are also 250 leaders who followed
the three. They were consumed by the
fire that came from the Lord.
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There were also 17,400 people who
murmured against Moses and Aaron. They
were killed by the plague that came from
the Lord.
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These incidents are recorded in Chapter 16
of Numbers.
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In today’s text, those who quarrelled with Moses
and Aaron were saying that they preferred to be
killed by the Lord than to be thirsty without water

for a time!
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What unscrupu

ous and arrogant word to utter!
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Num 20:4 Why did you bring the LORD’s
community into this wilderness, that we and our

livestock should die here?
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They were trapped in the wilderness for 40
vears because they themselves refused to
trust and obey God and enter Canaan!
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Num 20:5 Why did you bring us up out of
Egypt to this terrible place? It has no corn or
figs, grapevines or pomegranates. And there is
no water to drink
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The food they were craving now was in the
land of Canaan that they had refused to enter!
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They did what all grumblers do: they
exaggerated their complaints and
played the blame game. It was always
someone else’s fault !
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Num 20:6 Moses and Aaron went from
the assembly to the entrance to the tent
of meeting and fell face down, and the
glory of the LORD appeared to them.
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Their aggressive quarrel against Moses and
Aaron drove the latter had to seek God’s
Intervention.
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Introspection:
“Am | a grumbler and a blamer?"




B. R A BN (7-13)

Moses did not honor God as holy (6-13)
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Num 20:7 The LORD said to Moses, 8 ‘Take
the staff, and you and your brother Aaron
gather the assembly together. Speak to
that rock before their eyes and it will pour
out its water. You will bring water out of
the rock for the community so that they
and their livestock can drink.” 9 So Moses
took the staff from the LORD’s presence,
just as he commanded him.
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God’s instruction to Moses and Aaron was

clear:
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Moses was to take with him the staff
that represented the authority of God;
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Meaning that Moses

was not representing himself!
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He was to go together with Aaron in
representing God;
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It means Moses was to know that
he needed Aaron as a partner,
and learn to be humble.
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He was only to speak to that rock before their
eyes, and so that they and their livestock can
drink.
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It means that God would do wonders and
glorify His name, and show kindness to the
people, so that they might know God's
power and grace from this event.
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Num 20:10 He and Aaron gathered the assembly
together in front of the rock and Moses said to
them, ‘Listen, you rebels, must we bring you

water out of this rock?’ 11 Then Moses raised

his arm and struck the rock twice with his staff.

Water gushed out, and the community and their

livestock drank.
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God’s command: “ (Speak to that rock

Cbefore their eyes>”
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God wanted to glorify His name through
Moses’ actions and words.
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Did Moses fully obey God’s will?
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Moses did not fully obey God’s will.

fih AWy B A HIK, TR S

FEHY B RO 2RI 5T AT

He did not command the rock to pour out
water but in anger he scolded God’s people
and struck the rock twice with God’s staff.
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Num 20:12 But the LORD said to Moses
and Aaron, ‘Because you did not trust in
me enough to honour me as holy in the
sight of the Israelites, you will not bring
this community into the land | give them!’
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Why was Aaron also being punished?
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This question assumes that Aaron held a
different attitude from Moses.
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And also think that God is like man, that he looks
at and judges according to the appearance of man.
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Nahum 1:3 The LORD is slow to anger
but great in power; the LORD will not
leave the guilty unpunished. His way is
in the whirlwind and the storm, and
clouds are the dust of his feet.
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Deuteronomy 1:17 Do not show partiality
in judging; hear both small and great alike.
Do not be afraid of anyone, for judgment
belongs to God. Bring me any case too hard
for you, and | will hear it.
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| can hear some people asking in their
hearts: those of the people who spoke
against God and angered Moses and
Aaron into committing sin, were they
not to be punished?
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We just learned from Nahum 1:3 that
“The LORD is slow to anger ..... the LORD will
not leave the guilty unpunished”.
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Don’t judge by sight, thinking that God
did not care about the sins of the Israelites!
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Num 20:13 These were the waters of Meribah,
where the Israelites quarrelled with the Lord

and where he was proved holy among them.
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God remembered the sins Israelites

committed against him!
God cannot be mocked (Gal 6:7)
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In God’s timings and ways, God would
chastise his unrepentant people.
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Psa 37:1 Do not fret because of those
who are evil or be envious of those who
do wrong;
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Psa 37:8 Refrain from anger and turn from
wrath; do not fret — it leads only to evil.
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Pro 4:23 Above all else, guard your heart,
for everything you do flows from it.
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Moses received God’s Grace (Num 27:12-23)
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Had God been too harsh
on Moses and Aaron?
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If it were you, how would you react?
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Num 27:12 Then the LORD said to Moses,
‘Go up this mountain in the Abarim Range
and see the land | have given the Israelites.
13 After you have seen it, you too will be
gathered to your people, as your brother
Aaron was,
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Num 27:14 for when the community
rebelled at the waters in the Desert of Zin,
both of you disobeyed my command to
honour me as holy before their eyes.’
(These were the waters of Meribah
Kadesh, in the Desert of Zin.)
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Num 27:15 Moses said to the LORD, 16 ‘May
the LORD, the God who gives breath to all living
things, appoint someone over this community
17 to go out and come in before them, one who
will lead them out and bring them in, so that
the LORD’s people will not be like sheep without
a shepherd.’
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In Num 27:15-17, we see Moses continued
to be faithful in his calling, proactively
interceded for the Israelites.
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He accepted God's discipline
in humility and without complaint.
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Num 27:18 So the LORD said to Moses, ‘Take
Joshua son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit of
eadership, and lay your hand on him. 19 Make
nim stand before Eleazar the priest and the entire
assembly and commission him in their presence.
20 Give him some of your authority so that the
whole Israelite community will obey him.
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Num 27:21 He is to stand before Eleazar the
priest, who will obtain decisions for him by
enquiring of the Urim before the LORD. At his
command he and the entire community of
the Israelites will go out, and at his command
they will come in.
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To some reading Num 27:18-21, they may
see God as stripping Moses of his leadership
and giving it on to Joshua.
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But Moses did as he was instructed without
hesitation.
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Num 27:22 Moses did as the LORD
commanded him. He took Joshua and made
him stand before Eleazar the priest and the
whole assembly. 23 Then he laid his hands
on him and commissioned him, as the LORD
instructed through Moses.
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Moses’ final victory was in his ultimate
obedience to God and thus he was able
to stand up strong again from his fall
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Moses was not able to lead the people of
Israel into the Promised Land but he got
a very special gift from God.
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This is an unexpected gift for Moses
after his fall:
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Num 27:12 Then the LORD said to Moses,
‘Go up this mountain in the Abarim Range
and see the land | have given the Israelites.
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Only Moses had this privilege to see the
Promised Land before the Israelite could
enter the land of Canaan!
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Not only that, in the event of Jesus’
transfiguration, Moses and Elijah
stood with the glorified Lord Jesus in
the Promised Land. (Matt 17:3)
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Psa 86:15 But you, Lord, are a
compassionate and gracious
God, slow to anger, abounding
in love and faithfulness.
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1. When situation is less than satisfying, do
we want to quarrel like the Israelites, or
would we wait patiently and trust God to
fulfill His work?
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2. James 1:20 says that man’s anger does
not bring about the righteous life that
God desires. Are you in the habit of
treating your anger as "God's righteous
wrath"?
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James 1:19-20 My dear brothers and sisters,
take note of this: everyone should be quick
to listen, slow to speak and slow to become
anqgry, % because human anger does not
produce the righteousness that God desires.
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3. Are you still blaming God for his
disciplining you, and you are still
continuing to disobey and speak
against God?
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Galatians 6:7
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Do not be deceived:
God cannot be mocked.
A man reaps what he sows.



