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Simon son of John,
do you truly love me?

)15 21:15-19
John 21:15-19
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We all like to live a perfect life and be a
perfect person.

SR, WATAATEE, HEILHAIL

L

o

The truth is that we are all imperfect and
we do make mistakes and fall into sins.
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When we have failed, especially when
we have failed those we love the most,
our mind becomes a swirl of emotions:



. Embarrassment ...
. Anger ...
. Fear...

. Shame ...

. Despair ...
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Only those who have greatly failed and

hurt their love ones will truly appreciate
the pain of it.
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Will they ever forgive me?
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Can | ever forgive myself?
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Will God still accept me?
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On the night Jesus was betrayed,
three times Peter denied he had
anything to do with Jesus.
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After Jesus was raised from the dead, how
did he re-establish Peter?
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There are lessons we can learn from Peter
and from Jesus.
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A synopsis of Peter’s three denials of Jesus
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During Jesus’ Last Supper with his
disciples, he predicted that Peter would
disown him before the rooster crowed the
next morning.



(EARSRA A < e, AR A AR BR =K
(BAES =R NG, AT 212 X5
Y, HEERF RS A, [HIAR G HRER
RIS . AR T A2k

Following the arrest of Jesus, Peter denied
knowing him three times. But after the
third denial, Peter heard the rooster crow
and recalled Jesus’ prediction as Jesus
turned to look at him. Peter then began to
cry bitterly.
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The scripture we read this morning was an
event that happened after the resurrection

of Jesus.
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The main focus is on how Jesus
re-established Peter.
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A. BBERIE & 118 Jesus remembered Peter
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On the morning of Jesus' resurrection,
when several women came to the tomb of
Jesus, an angel announced to them the
resurrection of Jesus, and asked them to
go tell the disciples and Peter.
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Mark 16:7 But go, tell his disciples
and Peter, “He is going ahead of
you into Galilee. There you will see
him, just as he told you.”
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In John:8, Peter said to Jesus: “No, you shall
not wash my feet.”
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Later, Peter boldly said that he was willing
to lay down his life for Jesus (John 13:37).
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However, when faced with pressure, Peter’s
bravery completely collapsed.
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When the soldiers came to capture Jesus,
Peter used a sword to cut off the right ear
of the servant of the high priest.
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But his futile attempt to protect Jesus
accomplished nothing, because Jesus
wanted to fulfill the will of the Father.
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And then, at the courtyard of the high
priest, three times Peter denied Jesus.
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Peter liked to take the lead in the disciples.
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After his pathetic failure of denying Jesus
three times, could it be that some disciples
began to loathe him and reject him?
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However, the resurrected Jesus gave
special order that the women returning to
announce his resurrection should not left
out Peter!
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Jesus didn’t write Peter off as a permanent
failure.
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Jesus still had plans for Peter, plans to give
him a hope and a future.
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Sin separates us from God and from God’s
people.
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After his failure, Peter must be ashamed with
self-blame, avoiding everyone, feeling alone
and sorrowful.
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We can imagine Peter asking himself in
remorseful self-blame again and again:
"Why? Why was | so stupid?”

“What made me think | was so much
better than the others?”
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“What does Jesus think of me now?”
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Twice the Bible records that after his
resurrection Jesus appeared to Peter
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Luke 24:34 and saying, ‘It is true! The Lord
has risen and has appeared to Simon.
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1 Cor 15:5 and that he appeared to Cephas,
and then) to the Twelve.
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Jesus met with Peter before he met with
the rest of the disciples!
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What amazing grace:

no public humiliation.



C. EREA Bk R 15i 15 Jesus challenged Peter
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Not long after the Resurrection, Peter
and other six disciples have spent the
night fishing and ended up catching
nothing.
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John 21:3 ‘I'm going out to fish,” Simon
Peter told them, and they said, ‘We’ll go
with you.” So they went out and got into

the boat, but that night they caught
nothing.
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John 21:4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood
on the shore, but the disciples did not
realise that it was Jesus. 5 He called out to
them, ‘Friends, haven’t you any fish?’
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John 21:6 He said, ‘Throw your net on
the right side of the boat and you will
find some.” When they did, they were
unable to haul the net in because of the
large number of fish.



2 21:7 HRERPFr 2 AR T IAEXT IR AT v | 72
T BTG RS ST, W W
F, iR E—HAh A, BER

John 21:7 Then the disciple whom Jesus
loved said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord!” As soon
as Simon Peter heard him say, ‘It is the Lord,
he wrapped his outer garment round him
(for he had taken it off) and jumped into the
water.
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John 21:8 The other disciples followed
in the boat, towing the net full of fish,

for they were not far from shore, about
a hundred metres.
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John 21:9 When they landed, they saw a
fire of burning coals there with fish onit,
and some bread. 10 Jesus said to them,

‘Bring some of the fish you have just caught.’
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John 21:11 So Simon Peter climbed back
into the boat and dragged the net
ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but
even with so many the net was not torn.
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John 21:12 Jesus said to them, ‘Come and
have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared
ask him, ‘Who are you?’ They knew it was
the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the bread
and gave it to them, and did the same with
the fish.
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Verse 9 says: “When they landed, they saw
a fire of burning coals there with fish on it,
and some bread.”
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This means that Jesus has been on the
shore for a while.
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Then, why didn't Jesus help the disciples in
catching fish earlier? Why did he let them
toil for nothing all night?
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The answer is, they need to fail.
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Failure in this case was the necessary
orerequisite to eventual success.
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Jesus wanted to once again teach the

disciples to learn the lesson of trusting and
obeying him.
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Sometimes, God lets us experience failure so
that we may know to humble ourselves, and be
more willing to learn.
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The disciples needed to fail so they could learn
to depend on Christ for their victories.




Microsoft founder Bill Gates said,
“Success is a lousy teacher. It makes
smart people think they can’t lose.”
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Reading John 21:1-14 should remind us of Luke
5:1-11 where Jesus told Peter to put out into
deep water, and let down the net for a catch.
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Peter followed Jesus’ command and ended up
with fish overloading two boats.
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After Peter’s failure, he was likely to
have a deep sense of guilt and
frustration, thinking that he was not
worthy to serve God, so he led
several disciples to return to fishing.
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Jesus came to renew his call to Peter and
the other disciples.
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The challenge of Jesus remained the same:

“Peter, even when my orders seem to be
unreasonable, are you willing to obey me?”
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It is the same question the Lord asks
us every day.

Hifs EAT AN B O BB 7%
PeAl T2z R = M DA e 2

Will we obey even when we think we
have a better way?
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Will we obey him when the way forward
seems unclear?
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Will we obey him when we have failed on
our own?



D. R E X118  Jesus reinstated Peter
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John 21:15 When they had finished eating, Jesus
said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do you
love me more than these?’

‘Yes, Lord,” he said, ‘vou know that | love you.
Jesus said, ‘Feed my lambs.’
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John 21:16 Again Jesus said, ‘Simon son of

John, do you love me?’
He answered, ‘Yes, Lord, you know that |
ove you.’

Jesus said, ‘Take care of my sheep.”’
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John 21:17 The third time he said to him, ‘Simon
son of John, do you love me?’

Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third
time, ‘Do you love me?’ He said, ‘Lord, you know
all things; you know that | love you!

Jesus said, ‘Feed my sheep.
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When Peter answered Jesus for the third

time, | could almost hear Peter's sad voice
with tears.
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This definitely was a very painful
confrontation for Peter .
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Peter needed to see the enormity of his sin,
and he needed to hear Jesus ask these
searching questions.
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Only then could he grasp the magnitude of
Christ’s forgiveness.
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Only then could he be truly restored.
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Without the pain, he would not get better.
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Someone says correctly, “The truth will set
you free but it will hurt you first.”
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Often we don’t get better because we don’t
want to face the hard truth about our failure

and sin.
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But until we face the truth about ourselves,
we can never be free.
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Jesus did not make special effort to make
Peter feel guilty.
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Jesus did not humiliate Peter publicly.
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He didn’t make Peter promise to do better.
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Jesus just asked Peter one question, “Do
you love me?”
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Only changes that grow out of the love
for the Lord are worthy in his eye. That is
the change in the core of oneself.
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When Jesus asked Peter "Do you truly love me

more than these?", “these” refers to Peter's
self-conceit and arrogance.
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For Peter to be restored, he had to be willing to
replace his old self with love that comes from

responding to the love of the Lord.
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How would you response to Jesus
when he asks you
“Do you love me more than these?”
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Jesus re-commissioned Peter
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What would Jesus be willing to do to him
who was once a failure?
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Let us see what else did Jesus say to Peter.
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John 21:18 Very truly | tell you, when you
were younger you dressed yourself and
went where you wanted; but when you are
old you will stretch out your hands, and
someone else will dress you and lead you
where you do not want to go.’
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John 21:19 Jesus said this to indicate the
kind of death by which Peter would glorify
God. Then he said to him, ‘Follow me/l’
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failure.
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He now talked about how Peter would die.
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Although Peter failed in the past, in the end
he would glorify God in his death.




EHRERET 722 DAY, 15 5 20X R R
AR R i3t

B& 22:33 AU [ EW, FRELZFIRT
W, [ERZZE, tAEHO! |

Before Jesus’ crucifixion, Peter had once
said this to Jesus:

Luke 22:33 But he replied, ‘Lord, | am ready
to go with you to prison and to death.
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Here in John chapter 21, Jesus seemed to
be saying to Peter:

“You will have a chance to keep your
promise. | know that in that day
you will not fail! ”
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Early church tradition says that Peter
was crucified upside down in Rome
because he said that he was not worthy
to be crucified in the same manner as
his Lord.
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The early historians tell us that Peter lived
and died faithful to Jesus to the very end.
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Peter was not only reinstated but he was
recommissioned to live and to die to
glorify God!
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By God’s grace, a person who had fallen
and committed sin is able to not only
obtain God's forgiveness, but also has
the chance to become a vessel of glory

for the Lord.
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The key is in true repentance and
responding to God’s love by loving
him and living for him.
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Jesus is asking:
"DO YOU LOVE me more than THESE?"

What is your response?



