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The Example of Joseph

I RKES 1:18-25
Matthew 1:18-25
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May every father

prospers in all things
and to be in health,
even as your soul does prosper
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If you were to pick from the Bible one of
the most competent fathers, who would

you pick?
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Today Pastor Liaw has chosen Joseph,
the adoptive father of Jesus.
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The Bible does not say much about Joseph.
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We don’t find his speech in the Bible.
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It seems like he was not a man of much
word.
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Let’s get to know this quiet father and
see what we can learn from him.
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Later on we will find out why was
Joseph the adoptive father of Jesus
and not the biological father.
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Joseph was a righteous man (18-19)
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Mat 1:18a This is how the birth of Jesus
Christ came about: his mother Mary was

pledged to be married to Joseph,
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First part of verse 18 tells us that Joseph
was going to get married.
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And that his fiancée “Mary was pledged
to be married to Joseph”.
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“pledged to be married” was similar
to our practice of engagement, but
was more binding than an
engagement.
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To be “pledged” to each other was the
same thing as being married, except that
you could not live together until the
wedding ceremony took place.
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During that year of “pledge”, although
the couple hadn’t yet had a wedding
ceremony and did not live together, they
were already called husband and wife.
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If the man died during that year, the
woman would be considered a widow
even though the wedding ceremony
had never taken place.
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This pledging period was meant to be a time

for testing their commitment and
faithfulness to one another.
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The only way to break the “pledge” was
through a formal divorce procedure.
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The second half of verse 18 reveals to us
an unexpected affair:
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Mat 1:18b but before they came together,
she was found to be with child through
the Holy Spirit.
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Mary had not moved in to live with Joseph,
the two had not officially been married,
Mary was pregnant!
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Joseph only knew one thing for sure: he
was not the father of the baby.
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The last portion of the second half of verse
18 tells us that Mary was pregnant through
the Holy Spirit, but Joseph did not know
this at that moment.
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If you were Joseph, how would you feel?

Anger.... Confusion.... Frustration....
Embarrassment.... Disappointment....
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Like any of us, Joseph thought that
Mary was unfaithful to him, so he
wanted to annul their “pledge”.
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In those days, Joseph could get a divorce in
two ways:
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he could get a public divorce by going
before a judge at the gate of the city.
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If Joseph had chosen to do so, it would
mean that the whole town would know
about Mary’s pre-marriage pregnancy,
and it would bring shame to Mary and
her whole family.
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Joseph could get a private divorce by giving
her the papers in the presence of two

withesses.
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What kind of person is Joseph?
What would he do?
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Mat 1:19 Because Joseph her husband
was a righteous man and did not want
to expose her to public disgrace, he had
in mind to divorce her quietly.
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The scripture says that Joseph was a
righteous man, meaning that he always

wanted to do what was right in the eyes
of God.
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Joseph believed that Mary was unfaithful to
him and what she had done was a sin
against man and against God. So he had to
take the righteous act, that is, to sever their
relationship of marriage contract.



ZiFe— NEEMN, s, JE
E BRI

He was a righteous man, who held on to
godly, righteous standards.
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As the head of the family, every father
should be a good example to their
children in godliness and righteousness.




B. 293X} S| WO P14 (19)
Joseph showed mercy to Mary (19)
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Mat 1:19 Because Joseph her husband
was a righteous man and did not want to

expose her to public disgrace, he had in
mind to divorce her quietly.
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We had mentioned that Joseph was a
righteous man, who held on to godly,
righteous standards.
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But Joseph was also an example of
compassion and love.
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Joseph did not take Mary, who he thought
was unfaithful to him, to the gate of the
city for trial and be a public spectacle.
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He had in mind only “to divorce her quietly”.
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He had a balance of both righteousness,
and of love. He had godly standards, and
yvet he was compassionate and concerned
for people.
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Even when he thought Mary had wronged
him, Joseph still showed mercy and love
for his betrothed wife.
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A good father should also be a good man
who loves the mother of his children.
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Only through his love and respect for
his wife can a good husband teach his
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children to respect and love their

mother.




A A T T4 B ST K

Let all fathers grade ourselves in this regard.
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Let’s aspire to be a good father through
being a better husband who shows
compassion and love to his wife.
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Joseph had faith in God (20-25)
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We have just said that Joseph thought
that Mary was unfaithful to him and he

wanted to divorce Mary quietly.
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The story didn’t end there.
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Mat 1:20 But after he had considered this,
an angel of the Lord appeared to himin a
dream and said, Joseph son of David, do
not be afraid to take Mary home as your
wife, because what is conceived in her is
from the Holy Spirit.
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Mat 1:21 She will give birth to a son,
and you are to give him the name
Jesus, because he will save his people

from their sins.
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Mat 1:22 All this took place to fulfil what the
Lord had said through the prophet: 23 ‘The
virgin will conceive and give birth to a son,
and they will call him Immanuel’ (which
means ‘God with us’).
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When Joseph was still thinking about
divorcing Mary, a messenger of God
(an angel) came to him in a dream
and spoke to him.



i 80 0 5 U

N fimﬁﬁiﬁjﬁmz

L4 ¥ B 1 B 2 2

One of the things that t
God said to Joseph is:

what was concei

he messenger of

ved in Mary

was from the Holy Spirit.
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What does thi
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It means that:

« M ERIEAN I
Mary did NOT break the Law of the
Jews.
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Mary was NOT an adulteress.
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Mary did NOT have sexual relations.
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There was no reason for righteous
Joseph not to take Mary to be his
wife.
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At this point, Joseph could see that this

this prophecy was beginning to come
true in Mary!
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The messenger of God commanded
Joseph two other things:
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to take Mary home as his wife (20)

b) B8 B4 1-e 44 MY 541 (21)

to name the baby boy Jesus (21)
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“Because he will save his people
from their sins”
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How did Joseph respond to the angel's
appearance in his dream?
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If you were Joseph, would you have
believed and obeyed the words of
the messenger of God?
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Mat 1:24 When Joseph woke up, he
did what the angel of the Lord had
commanded him and took Mary home
as his wife.
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Mat 1:25 But he had no union with her
until she gave birth to a son. And he
gave him the name Jesus.
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Joseph’s faith and obedience to
the words of the angel revealed
his faith and submission to God.
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When the angel later told Joseph to take
Mary and the baby Jesus to escape to
Egypt, Joseph also obeyed the angel. (Mat
2:13-14)
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After Herod's death, Joseph once again
obeyed the angel and “Take the child

and his mother to the land of Israel.”
(Mat 2:19-21)
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Think about it, what would have happened
if Joseph did not believe and obey the
instructions of God's messenger?
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He would not be able to protect baby Jesus
from being killed by Herod!
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Joseph's trust and obedience to
God also enabled Jesus to grow up
according to God's plan for him.
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The trust and obedience of the father as
the head of the family deeply influences
whether the children grow up
according to God's will for them.
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Although the Bible does not record much
about Joseph's deeds, he was indeed a
good man and a good father who was
balance in love and righteousness.
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His faith and obedience to God is also
worthy for all fathers to emulate.
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Under the leadership of Joseph and Mary,
“And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature,
and in favour with God and man” (Luke
2:52). What a praise this is to the parents!
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Fathers,
may you hear God
speaking fo you




