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An unusual word “peculiar” is
used in the title of the sermon today,
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In today’s general use of spoken
English, the topic today could be
interpreted by some as “weird /
eccentric people”.
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This is the word used by the King James

version Bible (published first in 1611) in 1
Peter 2:9.
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At the time, the word did not mean
“weird/eccentric”.
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At that time, ‘peculiar’ it originally
meant belonging to one person,
private, unlike others, special, or
remarkable.
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Therefore, the New International
Version Bible, like the Chinese Union
Version, translates the original meaning
with words that are clear for today, that
is, “a people belonging to God."
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So, when you read in English Bible the
word “peculiar” with reference to God's
people, don't be confused about its
meaning.
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With that out of the way, let’s now get
into the topic today.
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The main text today consists of
only two verses:
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1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen people,
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s
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necial possession, that you may declare
ne praises of him who called you out of

arkness into his wonderful light.



BET 2:10 RAINETEAS T, I

EAME TR T ANRTAR B %1

IAERNSE 1 1%

1 Peter 2:10 Once you were not a
people, but now you are the people of
God; once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.
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Description of our identity (9a)
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Peter talks about those who rejected
the Savior in 2:6-8, and in verses 9 and
10 he turns to describe the identity of
Christians.
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Peter uses 4 titles in the first part
of verse 9 to describe believers.
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In other words, Peter wants to tell
us who are we to God.
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1 Peter 2:9a But you are a chosen people,
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a royal priesthood, a hoI\C{3> hation,

a people belo@rDIging to God,




1. FA R PIRIERTIRER

We are a chosen people
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| know that this is a corporate identity,
but the implication is individual.
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This chosen people is not racial.
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The chosen people is a new people from
all the peoples — all colors and cultures.
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We are chosen one by one from all the
races, not because of our racial identity, or
any other qualification, but because God
chose each one of us.
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Our being chosen by God is on
God’s grace and his sovereign will,
not because we are more valuable
than other humans.
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It is not my own value that makes God
choose me, but his choosing me gives
me infinite value.
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We are a royal priesthood
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We have direct access to God — we
don’t need another human priest as a
mediator.



b) ﬁijj aeAl, B SUEMR ALY

i, AAATTRR EATAE . IXELAE T
R, SINHATER ST,

Being priests, we have a responsibility
to minister to the needs of other
people, offering up prayers for them.
This includes sharing the gospel and
leading others to Christ.
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Being royal priests, we are the noble
servants chosen by God to serve him.
We serve the King of kings, What a

privilege this is!
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A royal priesthood is also a priesthood
which exercises rule. This will ultimately
be fulfilled in Christ’s future kingdom.
(See 1 Cor. 6:1-4; Rev. 5:10; 20:6).
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Rev 5:10 You have made them to be a
kingdom and priests to serve our God,
and they will reign on the earth’
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When the new heaven and new earth
arrives, believers will reign with the Lord:
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Rev 20:6 Blessed and holy are those who
share in the first resurrection. The second
death has no power over them, but they
will be priests of God and of Christ and will
reign with him for a thousand years.
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We are a holy nation
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Being chosen by God, we are not merely
part of the world anymore. We are set
apart for God. We exist for God.
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And since God is holy, we are holy. We

share his character.
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If we do not act in a holy way, we act

out

of character.
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We are purchased personal possession
of God.
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The New Testament Greek professor
Kenneth S. Wuest (1893-1962) said that
the Greek word that means “make to
become possession” consists of two parts:
“around” and “something this is made”.
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Professor West said that the Greek word
means “to make something and then to
surround it with a circle, thus indicating
ownership.”
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Brothers and sisters, we are God's unique
possession, and we are indeed “peculiar”
people of God.
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How much do you think you are worth?
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We are not talking about net worth,
but self worth.
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We should never confuse value as a
person with valuables.
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There are two things that determine value
in life:
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Value depends on what someone is
willing to pay for something. E.g.,
when buying a house or a car.




b) Value depends on who has owned an
item in the past.
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For example, the value of Princes Diana’s

personal articles is greatly enhanced by
their previous owner.
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Based on these two criteria, what’s your
value?
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Who owns you? What was paid for you?
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The Scripture say, “You were bought at a
price; do not become slaves of human
beings.” (1 Corinthians 7:23).
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Christ owns you and he
paid for you with his life.
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The purpose of our identity (9b)
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2 Peter 2:9b that you may declare
the praises of him who called you out
of darkness into his wonderful light.
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Our unique identity obliges us to
“declare the praises of him who
called you out of darkness into his
wonderful light”.
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Here, the “praises” of God refers
to the saving acts of God.
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God has given us our identity in order
that his identity might be proclaimed
through us.
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Therefore being a Christian and
making the greatness of God
known are almost identical.
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We can do it in church services
with preaching and singing and
praying and reading.



AT A PLIE T %E/J\éﬁ
ol SRS 2V P E 25/ SN

ZPAN

A A ) H A5

We can reach the same goal
through the Bible study and
fellowship in our home cell
groups.
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We can also share about our love
for God and why we think he is a
great God at our workplace.
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We can proclaim the Lord's name
in a variety of ways that suit our
individual circumstances and
personality.
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The Latin word for “priest” means
“bridge”. The priest is a bridge
builder between God and man.
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An old preacher once said, “We are
saved to serve God.” If we are not
serving what in the world were we
saved for?
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How we get our identity (10)
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1 Peter 2:10 Once you were not a people,
but now you are the people of God; once
you had not received mercy, but now you
have received mercy.
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The ideas of this verse come from Hosea
1:6-10 and 2:23.
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Apostle Paul in Romans 9:23-26 also talks
about these ideas.
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n the Old Testament, the prophet Hosea
oromised that Israel, though remaining
outside of God’s blessings for a

long period of time, would eventually
come under God’s mercy.
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Peter is here saying that God'’s
dealing with Israel and his dealings
with the believers under the New
Covenant had a similar pattern.
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New Covenant believers, including you
and me today, previously were outside
God’s covenant, but have been brought
under the mercy of God by faith in
Christ (Eph 2:4-13).
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So, obviously, we got our unique identity
as a people belonging to God, from God.
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In fact our identity is our
relation to God.
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It is God who chooses us, invests in us the
ministry of royal priesthood, sanctifies us,
and regards us as his own people.

God gave us the identity we have.
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A man set out to adopt a troubled
teenager girl.
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The girl was destructive, disobedient,
and dishonest.
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One day she came home from school and
ransacked the house looking for money.

IR, GBCEET, BT
AL

By the time he arrived, she was gone and
the house was in shambles.
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Upon hearing of her actions, friends urged
him not to finalize the adoption.

‘D E, ” MATv. “EEmih A
JSEVREII L )L. 7

“Let her go,” they said. “After all,
she’s not really your daughter.”
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His response was simply. “Yes, | know. But
| told her she was.”
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God, too, has told us that we are
his children if we believe in him.
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We may from time to time rebel and
abuse our rights and privileges, but
God still tells us that we are his.
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Do you clearly know who you are?

i you ask Jesus,
he will tell you.



