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Today’s reading could be titled
“Christmas with St. Paul,” because it
tells of God sending his Son into this
world at a particular time.
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Paul calls this special moment “the
fullness of time,” the time that is right
for God to send his Son into the world.
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How the Son enters the world is the way
each of us does: through a human birth
—“born of a woman”.
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In the text this morning, Paul’s special
emphasis is on the results of God’s Son
being sent into the world. The Son is sent
into the world so that we might receive
adoption as children of God.




XTI S — 1, F12H25H1
v B G AR D S FR 3

This other side of Christmas is rarely
mentioned in the flurry of activity on
December 25.
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This morning, we will see how the
birth of Jesus is closely related to
our receiving adoption to sonship.
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a child and a slave (Gal 4:1-3)
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The message of the Book of Galatians is
mainly Paul’s response to the erroneous
teaching of a group of false teachers
called the Judaizers.
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These false teachers went around telling
new Christians that trusting in Christ was
not sufficient. They must be circumcised
and keep the law of Moses in order to be
truly accepted by God.
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What was the role of the law in the
relationship between God and man?
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Let's listen to what Paul has to say:
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Paul argues that God's promise to
Abraham precedes and takes priority
over the law.
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The law served its purpose, holding a
custodial function with the authority to
restrain sin, yet lacking the power to
liberate us from sin (Gal 3:21-22).
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The law served as our disciplinarian until
Christ came (Gal 3:23-24).
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But now in Christ we are set free, justified,
and made children of God through faith
(Gal 3:25-26).
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It matters not Jew or Gentile, slave or free,
male or female, all receive the same grace.
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we are all one in Christ and heirs to God's
promises (3:27-29).
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In chapter 4, Paul expands on what it
means to be an heir.

iLRATE W 4:1-2:
Let’s look at Gal 4:1-2:
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Gal 4! What | am saying is that as long as an
heir is under age, he is no different from a
slave, although he owns the whole estate.
2The heir is subject to guardians and
trustees until the time set by his father.
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While heirs are still minors, they are “no
different from a slave,” for they and the
property they will inherit remain under

the control of guardians and trustees

“until the time set by his father”.
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Gal 4 3 So also, when we were under
age, we were in slavery under the
elemental spiritual forces of the world.

bR

TR 2 U FATTH TS T WERPT RN —F¢

Paul says we are in the same situation as
the Jews.
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While the Jews were controlled by the
law, we gentiles were enslaved by the
elemental spiritual forces of the world.
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What is this
elemental spiritual forces of the world ?
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Gal 4 8 Formerly, when you did not know
God, you were slaves to those who by
nature are not gods.
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“those who by nature are not gods”
= idols that take the place of God
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Paul is saying that before Jesus Christ
came to the world, whether Jews or
Gentiles, we were like underage heirs
who couldn’t access their estates: no
different from a slave.
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When the set time had fully come
(Gal 4:4-5)
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When can we receive the estate
God has prepared for us?
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When the Son of God Jesus Christ
comes to the World
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Gal 4 4 But when the set time had

fully come, God sent his Son, born
of a woman, born under the law,
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Gal 4 ° to redeem those under the law,
that we might receive adoption to
sonship.
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What's so special about him?
Why did he come?
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He is the Son of God
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God did not send an angel or archangel

to the world, but his own Son, Jesus
Christ.
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Because only the Son of God can complete
the work that God wants to accomplish.
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It is also because only the Son of
God can best represent God and
has the authority of God.
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born of a woman
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Not dropping down from the sky, or
coming out of the ground, or transformed
from a stone, a tree, or an animals.
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He needs to be born like a human, so
that he can represent humanity and
bear the sin of the world.
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And because he is the Son of God, he
can bear the sins of all people for
generations.
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born under the law
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Because he wants to fulfill the law,
representing us in meeting the
demands of the law. He kept the law
perfectly.
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The role of the law is to make us conscious of
sins, it can never take away sin.
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Rom 3 22 Therefore no one will be
declared righteous in God'’s sight by the
works of the law; rather, through the
law we become conscious of our sin.
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to redeem those under the law, that
we might receive adoption to sonship

(Gal 4:5)
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Jesus came to buy all those who believe
in Him out of bondage to the
requirements and the curse of the law.
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However, Christ didn't redeem us just to
set us free to wander on our own.
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He came to redeem us so that we can be
adopted into God's family.
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When it comes to adopting children,
we Chinese generally think that the
relationship of adopted children to
their adoptive parents is not as close
as the biological children .
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In Bihar, India there is a man
named Augustine Jubakumar.
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He leads a missions organisation called
Gospel Echoing Missionary Society.
(Gems).
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Pastor Augustine and his wife have

four biological children and four

adopted children.
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Here is the story of one of the

adopted daughters.
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When she was a baby, she was placed
on the train tracks to be run over —
but the train was late so the baby was
thrown onto the trash heap in the
city dump.
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Dogs came and chewed off one of her arm.
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Then the dogs started eating her toes.
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The baby was bleeding near death.
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Someone took the baby and wrapped
her in a very dirty blanket for 2 days
and then brought the baby to the
GEMS hospital.



b () T AR, T PR R AR

Her arm was amputated and she was
nursed back to health.
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Pastor Augustine and his wife

adopted this baby into their family.
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Today (2019) this young girl is 14
vears old and doing great.

SR Source:

https://www.sermoncentral.com/sermon-
illustrations/100370/love-by-dr-fred-w-
penney?ref=TextlllustrationSerps
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John 1 12 Yet to all who received him, to
those who believe in his name, he gave
the right to become children of God.
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In fact, verse 5 means that we are adopted
not only as God’s children, but we are his
heirs, each of us is a grownup and entitled
to the blessings of the Father.
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Through faith in Christ, we not only
escape the need to endlessly keep
the law in order to earn merits, and
vet with no hope of ever escaping
our sin.
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God has made you also an heir (6-7)
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Gal 4 ® Because you are his sons, God sent
the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the
Spirit who calls out, ‘Abba, Father!
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God sends

His Spirit to live in the hearts

of every one of his adopted sons and

daughters.
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The Holy Spirit is referred to here by Paul
as the Spirit of His Son.
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If you are not one of the emperor's
children, can you come before him
and call him “daddy” or “father”?
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No, absolutely NOT!



KAPANTO TAILTHIR, B EAERAT]
A DL BRER S D) R RE A f Dy “ B2 !
)/<\” .

Because we have received the Spirit of
the Son of God, so we can do as Jesus did
in calling God intimately “Abba! Father.”
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" What a grace this is!
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Gal 47 So you are no longer a
slave, but God’s child; and since
you are his child, God has made
you also an heir.
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In Gal 4: 1-3, Paul states that the minor
heir and the whole estate he is going to
inherit are subject to his “guardians” and

“trustees”. He is no different from a slave
in terms of power.
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When the set time has arrived, that
is the heir has reached adulthood,
he would then be able to obtain his
inheritance.
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Because of the coming of Jesus Christ
and our faith in the salvation that he has
accomplished for us on the cross, God
not only makes us his children, but also
heirs to every spiritual blessing in the

heavenly realms.
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Don't go back to that life of slavery to
the law, Paul tells us.
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Submit to the Lord, and rely on his
abundant grace to live a victorious life.
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Listen to Paul’s challenge:
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Gal 4 8 Formerly, when you did not

know God, you were slaves to those
who by nature are not gods.
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Gal 4 °® But now that you know God — or
rather are known by God — how is it that
you are turning back to those weak and

miserable forces? Do you wish to be

enslaved by them all over again?
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2019 is drawing to an end, and soon we
will enter a new vyear.
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In the coming year, are you
going to live by keeping the
law on your own strength?
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Or, are you going to submit to
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God's
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Lordship, rely on his grace and mercy,

and draw close to him day by

day to

experience a victorious life in Christ?
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