As we come to the end of another year, 2019 into 2020 many may be thinking

about their New Year resolutions.
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Most would generally wish for a good year, prosperity and good health, and
some of us may be thinking to get fit at the Gym, read more books, study harder

or even wake up and sleep earlier.
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| can tell you that when | have thoughts of New Year resolution, it always feels
inspiring.
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Just think what | would look like at the end of this year if | go to gym every
week! HEABAR . JRUIR A LG 5, EFERIN R =2 H AR
!

Think about how smooth my skin would be if | slept earlier! 284H: R K G
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How much my grades would improve if | studied every day! & 4848, 1R K,
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New Year resolutions are good aren’t they? X FEAE KB FE IR 22 ik 2 TR AN EE 11
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Yes, but did you know that only 25% of people keep their resolutions at the 30-
day mark and only about 8 % feel like they accomplished their new year

resolution?
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The problem here lies in consistency and perseverance.
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Christianity, | have discovered is very much like a New Year resolutions in some

ways. BB REM 2L A, BUAESE L85 THUNGE SF U AR AHEL o

When we first hear about Christ, we are passionate for him; we are determined
to follow him till the end. *43RA 158 — XU Ui AL B HR BRIy fie , - FRATTN At 72 v
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But continuing the pursuit for ‘eternal happiness’ has more to it than the eye
can see. fHJ&, FRENT 5K 1E I 3248 1B R IGH B 2 2 WA THRIG i & AN 2
i

Jesus’s disciple Peter must have seen through the difficulties that may be faced
by following Christ. BRERT [ 1HE— 145, & 208 PR Fi HR 6K v e < i)
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After all, those that did not see Jesus had to rely on blind faith for Christ. fE#& /)5
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Peter Knew the struggles troubling Christians during his time and so wrote many
letters to encourage and support them in running the good race. 1§ 15 %018 7 b
FAC I AR EPEM NS, JFHS TIRZAE, NIRRT R i i 2 B A
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2 Peter was the second letter following 1 Peter written by Simon Peter near the
end of his days addressed to the Christians scattered throughout the provinces
of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia (1 Peter 1:1) to serve as a
personal message to encourage Christians to continue in their faith. {15 /5 5
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Before going into the passage in depth, | want to point out the evidence that

Peter is in his last days in chapter 1 v13-15 where peter foreshadows his death.
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13 1 think it is right to refresh your memory as long as | live in the tent

of this body, 14 because | know that | will soon put it aside, as our

Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. 15 And | will make every

effort to see that after my departure you will always be able to

remember these things.
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This sets the overall tone of this letter to be an urgent pledge for Christians to

listen to messages that Peter has for them.
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So how can we persevere towards our final destination?

As we begin to read through chapter 1, let’s look at the first point: the Christian
qualities. 7TEFRAMITF UGS —FIRHE, 1ERATRER —ANEA: HEHE
] it 5

We can see that Peter rests his focus on God reminds us of our promises from
Him in v4:
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through these he has given us his very great and precious

promises, so that through them you may participate in the

divine nature, having escaped the corruption in the world

caused by evil desires.
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He makes it clear that through Jesus, you are no longer a prisoner of the
kingdom of darkness and sin shall no longer be your master, because you are
not under the law, but under grace.
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This is the great promise of the Gospel; he is reminding us that in Jesus Christ is
more than just forgiveness for our past sins and even more than the promise of

entering the eternal kingdom of god but to participate in the divine nature

which is to be beside God. IX & HE H R IF N VF; AFEEEIRAT, 7EFLEHL &k
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As if someone came along and paid for all your mortgages, you are free from
the control of banks. We are free from the corrupted world. We are free from

the control of Sin through Jesus.



He then continues from v5-7,
PEEMAESS 5-7 TEURIRAN:

for this very reason; make every effort to add to your faith goodness;

and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to

self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to

godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. 5 iy % .
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Now as someone who just visited my motherland China, | have to admit that

Chinese people love supplements.
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Each and every time any of my family members return from Australia, we would

always go down to Chemist warehouse.
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We would then load our suitcases full of these bottles and lug them back like

camels on the great Silk Road.
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| would always have this question in my head, why would people spend so

money to buy supplements even if they are completely healthy?
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So if we are willing to spend money on our earthly bodies to buy supplements
even if it’s healthy then it makes sense that faith for a Christian can be regarded

as one of the most important qualities
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But in order to be beside God we need to add other characteristics to our Godly

lives, including: Goodness, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness,

mutual affection and love. 14 | BB TEM I S ivhisr, AT EZ/AERANE
M AEm RNz EZ U, R AT, AR, W, AR, B
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The second point | want to note here is effort. TRIE LI AN EE: B/

Are we putting in effort? R TR BH R L2 71?

Let me first a question,

Why is it that if we are given everything in our lives needed to thrive and grow,
why is it that some of us just don't grow? 415 & —{F7E AT A= Ay 4 1Y

FHIGHN HE B FRNASE, AT AT ZH P &R N K ?

Why is it that some people come to know Jesus Christ gets stuck in their stage of
growth? A AL\ Q& kBB ARER T AT, AR i, A7E R arpei Y

RN B B AN ?



We don't see great Joy in their lives or great testimonies; they don't seem to

make much progress. FANTRXEEAMMATEMHE R 2 KPR E, WEAEHK
P WAIE s ABATIBRAL B A4 Bt

They seem ineffective and unproductive in their knowledge of God, they know

Jesus, but nothing much seems to come of it in their lives. f [ 1& £ R £E N IR
PRIXAFE B RIRE R, AT 7R, (HER AR S R
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Well, peter tells us here clearly, that if you want to grow and thrive in the

Christian lives. M8, 1575 1X BARVE RIS UFERATT, W SRARAE ZELE/R )& fh 1)
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There are things that you must do; there are certain things you must pursue.
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In the knowledge of Jesus, but you must pursue them and act. 5. H 2R,
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Being passive gives do not rise to the type of Christian life that does not grow
nor does it fruit. 4% 3 I B A TE L 2 M A Kt WA RKEAER 1

AT AT 2R

It is very easy to become passive with so many distractions in our lives, social
media, games, employment, and gaining status. FeS2it i sh L BN AR TR
FEART ], RO FA R Z AT 0 R 0 HAZ AR, JiER,
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At the end of the day, we come back exhausted spiritually and physically. &K
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Then we indulge ourselves at home with some YouTube before heading off to

sleep, never once thinking about if we are putting any effort towards growing.
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| am guilty of this myself. F:S23 H IR Wi TR

| can say for the past year and half, playing league of legends has become one of
my routine activities. 7E1d 2 [ — LR B, T3 X D& oI &

KB HE

| could play for hours on end, neglecting responsibilities, family and even my

own health. F ] LABTaf JLAS/INRF, 20 T 504E, ZEE 2R E C R

Badminton, a sport | previously regularly play 3 nights per week has been

shortened to 1-2 hours per week and sometimes even less. 7ZEF& % 24—~ 2 #f

BT = IR BERE A 2 — D B R AT 1-2

That's why you can all see that | have gained significant amount of weight. IX %

e N ARATIAER 22— R 2 13

But the most impact | have felt through this year was in my spiritual life. {HiX—

LRSI 52 21 e KRN ) e R g R 2E



It has long been neglected throughout this year. J& & 4= fiy 1 il K AE X —4F,
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It may not look it on the outside, but there just seem to be this fog between

myself and God. R REMANREE A K KA, (HAEFA M Z H PP 1

—Jz%.

There really is not any Joy that springs from within, the type of Joy you only

experience when you are close to God. 7EFK I B L& T X MNE R R E R,
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The bottom line is this: MEF5 K it
If you come to know Jesus and become passive in the Christian life, you will

become ineffective, unproductive and unfruitful. FR 15 228 5k 21 HE &K [H A
W E — M B AE M AN, I ARSTEIE R B S EAR1S A A
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It is very easy to become passive but peter tells us here clearly, that if you want
to grow and thrive in the Christian lives. 1EFRATTIEBAE R A TE 1S H BIR R 5
(B ARG R 5 YR AT, A R BRATT AR B AT T B B 0 A 0 S SRR A i
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There are things that you must do; there are certain things you must pursue. f
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v8 for if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will

keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge

of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Remember that effort is needed in addition to our faith. FRATLFELEE O

E BN SE T



How are we putting in effort? 3R TEWAIfTERNTHIZE 112

This may seem like an absurd question, but how we apply our effort can mean

the difference between being useful or useless, there is no in-between. X It
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There is an emphasis on ‘mak][ing] every effort’ in addition to or to supplement

to our ‘blind faith’, but we should make sure that our effort should not be futile.
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Paul speaks about his futile effort in Romans 7 (22-24) ffR F' 7P L H 55+ 2
22-24 TR B TLRRIES T
Where there is something he wants to do but ends up doing something else. }

AR MRS, AR MR T A—ERE



22 For in my inner being | delight in God’s law; 23 but | see another

law at work in me, waging war aqgainst the law of my mind and

making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. 24 What a

wretched man | am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject

to death? 22 pj oy 17 2 7 H g i & (JFXAEN D, Fo A2 B #1917 23 (4 76 55 18 1 1F

1157 A BT A TG, TS, I T M I ST TEH 1. 24 T H A PBT !
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Our effort becomes futile when what we do is not for the Glory of God. A TH)

5 TIINRAGEN TR, AL BATIES 1wl 2 TR -

Think about this. 54—

Why does Pastor Liaw write sermons this Sunday to only, have to work on

new preaching for the next Sunday? A1t 4 BALE 1L S dhiE i B H 2 fE & IX

PMEHSEFFN, T EHERS AR ?

Why do we take the Lords’ supper this month, to only have to take it again the

next? A AFATIZA AH192d 348, T HEEFWEZ IR,



All our effort really becomes futile because we know this world will come to an

end. TATHIZS HERATE ARG, DOVBATTFIE XA A A 45 10— K.

Jesus says in Matt 6:19-21, HR#RAE 5 KAR SR/ 3 55 19-21 5 UiiE -

19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths

and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But

store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin

do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For

where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 19 7z 4 17 = #2 w 2 #

My L KL T, GEP AR, IS K . 20 A BRI K L K ERE R TR,
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In heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and thieves do not break in and

steal. 7EK L, AR, NZZIE, G BBK

The spiritual realm is the only permanent place and that is why all our effort
must be directed towards the glory of God. 1E=& R K145 — AN K AR 1) £ &,

PIT LA AR D9 tE 4 BRAT T8 5% 77 ZIUEE AR 17 SR R A4 (1) 443X ME— 1 H Ao



As an example, there is no point in putting effort in reading the bible when your

goal is to finish reading the bible from end to end in one year. Z5/ M1, 44K

) Hbroe N EEE AN, Biica B EERL X/ H B4,

Our goal should be to read the bible because it will allow us growth and

ultimately bear fruit to server others in Christ and bring others to Him. F&A/ T3k
K HWNZ2: RANTEH R EARNK, RAGHE T, EEEEEN

AT, BT AT BB AT A

In v10 Peter has given us direction to put our effort into supplementing our faith

with Christian values, V10 make every effort to confirm your calling and election. For if

you do these things, you will never stumble.
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Everything in our lives given by God, if we remember to strive for non-futile

effort, we will not lose footing in running the good race.



Because of time constraints, let’s skip forward a little to chapter 3. H T} [A] 5%

#, IERMEZKRERE =5,

Where we look at our final point: Perseverance il A 1R E RIS R RE—
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When we have been Christians for what seems like a long time in the human

perspective, we can become lethargic in the godly light. 24 IE NEEES

— B TE) R, FATT SR E ] T AR A

We know so well of what is to come, we lose track of what we are running

towards because the race is long and treacherous . FA TR I& 2& HAN1E £ k<

a2 H e fta, JATIRR 7 EAIFFRAITT A .

Peter does not want us running with futile effort; instead he reminds us that

before Jesus’s second coming, we must look in 3 directions for guidance: the

past, the present and the future. 15 15 A A7 B2 A THE 55 77 55 B (1 B i A A4k 575 114
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ok, AR, KR



The past i3

In verses 1-2 Peter says fE{X 15 5 e =&, 28 1-2 F5145 0% only v1-2

Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. | have

written both of them as reminders to stimulate you to

wholesome thinking. 2 | want you to recall the words spoken in

the past by the holy prophets and the command given by our

Lord and Saviour through your apostles.
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Peter encourages his readers to actively look back into the past for words given

by the prophets; this is to serve 2 purposes.

One for reiterating that these commandments from the apostles are not made

up, as they are in line with what the prophets hundreds of years ago had
predicted. FF L2 — IR, XEEMAEHE D TP FT HE Far FEAEgm B, T2 B0E
PR SEET B C S 1



The second goal is that Peter wants to stir up our wholesome thinking. #t%]) 1%
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Like | have mentioned previously, it is easy to lose your way and become

lethargic when we are running with effort for God’s glory,

Therefore we have to be reminded of the promises that God has made. I/ 7
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He urges us to look back at the words from the prophets and the bible. 234/
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To ‘recall’ the words spoken by the prophets. fitl i F A TIC A SE X041 BT Ui F) 1

This means that the best way to stir up your mind as a Christian is to memorise
scripture so it can be called to mind when we need it in difficult situations. 1F4/}
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| believe this may come in handy for parents handling their mischievous children,

if you remember Provers 23:13-14 where it says: Do not withhold

discipline from a child; if you punish them with the rod, they

will not die. 14 Punish them with the rod and save them from

death.

That was a joke, please do not take this example literally, the point here being if
you are able to recall scripture, it will help you persevere in running the good

race

The present 34

We must understand that things can stand in our way when we are playing the
endurance game, AT AUE B HAERA T AR ELZE 1, A4 234188 B
I

Peter knows that obstacles will stand in our way before the Lord comes again
and so he says in 143 FTEE AN BR R 2 /T, IR PG RHFRAT A8 2%,
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v3 you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their

own evil desires. 4 They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our

ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.” 3 &f — % &

f, iz R TE AR F A YL N BEM H SR A AR R LI W 4 [
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A scoffer is someone who treats lightly what should be taken seriously.

—AEBEHNEZREZJAENFFIEHE,

Scoffers believe that we live in a natural closed system that goes without any

divine intervention or events evident her in v4 when they say
BN ERNERE - I TFEMEEN HRESTEAN RS, F 4
T

‘Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? ever since our ancestors died,

everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation. 4 | 7 %
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If you have ever tried to share your faith at all, you may have encountered

scoffers.

IRARIE T AN ZARBIE O, B ARAT e 2 BRI RIE AN

You may have a variety of responses from pfft to questions such as
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‘Then what came first, the chicken or the egg?’, “Zc A WiILEHLFE? 7

7/

Sometimes when we look at scoffers in this world, we see their lives go along
just fine without hitches. So it is easy to become careless to be swayed by their

actions because it is so tempting to live their lives.

We need to be cautious of such scoffers because they are living in their own evil
desires and their actions will lead to destruction as Peter points out in v3 want
to live following their own evil desires FKATAZTEFH OV IX SR N, RN
AT AR S RIARAAR I, IX 2K S BUh AT B KT
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If we become careless in running the good race we will also follow the path of

destruction.
WRBATHE AW = AEFRRE R AT AT P s, RATRE &= FfbA 1 —
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The future %3k

Here we see v8 but do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the

Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a

day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some

understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting

anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 8

REH 4P, H—FFGFNA A B, gL EHE—HUTFE, TF

W — H o 9 3 Jlr W HY i R FL, BN Ly il L, R SE A8,

I8 G RN, AIEH — AT, TIEAN G

God has his timing; God will always keep his promises.
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Many people thought that Jesus should have returned already.
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But Peter explained that God is willing to wait.
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He is not slow, but he is patient.

MAENE, TR AT L

God loves everyone.

LIPS

He sent Jesus to free people from their *sins (John 3:16).4il)l5 T Al 1 3 A= 5%+
FOBARBRRAE I NP gREE (LUEHE 3:16)
God is waiting because he does not want anyone to perish.

MIEETER, PO B NARAZCK T,

He ‘desires that all people will come to know the truth about Jesus and repent.
A BB R — A N AT DR 2 T AT, DGR, YORESE BR SR F 3 5 B
P
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God is patient, he loves, and he will wait a thousand years as one day. /& ifiif

L), AER, TEEFm—He.



But He will not wait forever, {Hfth B AN=—HEE N 4%

here in v 10 but the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The

heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be

destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will

be laid bare. 10 17 7- 9 H 7 Z 5 B F 7 — # . W H. K4 A H 0~

B F, IR K G, T 79 R SE SR T .

| don't know if many of you go to the gym but there are people there know as

personal trainers,

BAFERN =P A 2D NERT 5, BES 5 2T AN BGEN

They are there to encourage you to keep training.
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A common tactic they use is what | call a ‘white lie’.
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For example, you are set to do a set of 20 x 20kg bicep curls; they would keep

count with you 17, 18, 19, 20.
beanise, ARACSRS]E 17— AN rHRIFE 24 20 ¥k 20 T 58 19 = kLRIl 2525

75, M ATSRRA]— &, 3 17 1, 18, 19, 20.

Just as you are about to let go, they yell keep going!

SN AEDRBIRE BT B A, ABAT TS X PR ee, k! 4k 5 !

Give me 1 more! 1 More! 1More! Don't scream like a little girl, 1 more.

a4, HRA, AZBUNEIR R, s

Peter is like personal trainer, throughout this letter he has been consistently
reminding us to be vigilant in the light of the end . {155 FiX4L(5, 52 fhA]
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And if living in the light of the end is what we ought to do.
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We should live as peter says here in v14 So then, dear friends, since

you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found

spotless, blameless and at peace with him. 15 Bear in mind

that our Lord’s patience means salvation. 1s 5 = % sy, 457w 2 i

LeF, FARY, @HOREH )T, EAIEH, @R T 15 H ZL TR A By 77 AT B
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| hope the message was clear today,

i B4 R A ZAL A G B 2B i

| would like to end by going back to look at our main points in 2 peter.

LEFRATTHE 0] 2 4 RARAS 5 +5 B 2L 1 P A

1. The Christian qualities to supplement our faith —, FEEHE(E O B PRAE M
a. Goodness, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, mutual

affection and love

2. We must make every effort in adding these values to our faith F4/ 7 i /8

JITRE 2 N BATHAE LN 1 &

3. Looking to the past and memorizing scripture 21t 4 L 5# 5
4. Looking at the present and beware of scoffers 1[5 24t 385 A

5. Looking to the future and be vigilant for God’s return X 7% KA it F- SR 11

EhE



Finally, I think it would be appropriate to end my message with the final words

of 2 Peter fixJr, EFATTMEAS 5 58 Jm 1 T LAIAE NS R o> S I4G

V17-18 Therefore, dear friends, since you have been forewarned, be on your guard so that

you may not be carried away by the error of the lawless and fall from your secure position.

18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be

glory both now and forever! Amen. *” 52 &Z 9 25 W K, 15 117 BF 28 T 56 41 38 3% #,

P25 By 75, A NN F A, B R R A B R .
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