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The blind who seeks for
changes

S5 T#8F Mark
10:46-52
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Mark 10:46-52 describes Jesus traveling
through Jericho on His way to Jerusalem
for the Passover and to face the cross.
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He must be in a hurry to get to

Jerusalem to ensure that he and
his disciples would have enough
time to prepare for the Passover.
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Yet, Jesus was willing to stop and take care
of the needs of a blind beggar, Bartimaeus.
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At this time, he was busy on his way
to the cross for the sin of the world.
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Today, the one we want to get to know
is this beggar, Bartimaeus, whom Jesus
although in a hurry, was still willing to
stop for him.
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Let’s get right into the story lines.
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Bartimaeus — the blind beggar (10:46)
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When the scripture introduces
Bartimaeus, it tells us that he
was not only a beggar but that
he was blind.




AT 104 ) 7 HRFIRF: HRORIE 166
2 NSRG4 — M
7o RIEENILTERESE, MRS,

Mark 10 ¢ Then they came to Jericho. As
Jesus and his disciples, together with a
large crowd, were leaving the city, a blind
man, Bartimaeus (which means ‘son of
Timaeus’), was sitting by the roadside

begging.
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The gospels of Mark and Luke (18:35-43)
record the experience of one blind man,
Bartimaeus.
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However, the gospel of Matthew says that
there were two blind men seeking healing
from Jesus. (Mat 9:27)
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Obvious

vy, Mark and Luke chose to focus
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on the experience of one of the two blind
men, that is the healing of Bartimaeus.
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Today, we too will only focus on the
incident of Bartimaeus getting healed.
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Why did Bartimaeus want to be able see?
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| believe you will say, “Of course,
which blind man would not desire
to be able to see!”
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That’s indeed true.
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But, | like you to also see the other side
of the truth.
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Suppose all human are born blind ... 77
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Suppose blindness is a natural human
phenomenon, Bartimaeus would most
probably not have the desire for sight.
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He wanted to be able to see because
he knew that many others could see,
and blindness is not a normal thing.
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He believed that being able to see
was better than blind.
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He considered his blindness was putting
him in a less desirable state of life.
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So, he longed for change, he hungered
for sight!
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He believed that if his eyes could see, he
could be a better person.
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In other words, he recognised his
shortcoming, and he hoped for a
change.
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It‘s easy for us to fall into regarding faith as
one’s strength, as strong self-confidence,
and therefore we often envy those whom
we see as “having strong faith”.
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But in Bartimaeus, we see a faith
that grows out of recognizing
one’s own disability, and building
upon one’s hope in Jesus Christ.
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Do you desire changes in yourself?
Do you want to fully develop your
spiritual potential?
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Closely re-examine your “faith”!
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Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!
(10:47, 51)
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Let us look at the display
of Bartimaeus' faith.
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Mark 10 4 When he heard that it
was Jesus of Nazareth, he began
to shout, ‘Jesus, Son of David,
have mercy on mel’
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| like to share three points from this verse:

1. NMEHR W Not by sight
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Bartimaeus was
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blind, and

he could

only know Jesus through hearing
others’ descriptions of Jesus.
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Because he was blind and not subjected
to the various stimuli and influences of
vision, he had more quiet time to carefully

consider and analyse all that he had
heard.
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He must have heard about how Jesus had
previously opened the eyes of a blind man.
(John 9:1-12)
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This should also have reminded him of a
promised scripture about the blind:
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Isa 35 > Then will the eyes of the blind be
opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped.
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The promise of God's Word convinced him
that Jesus was the promised Savior.
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That’s why, although others had told him
that “Jesus of Nazareth” was passing by,
he called Jesus “Jesus, Son of David!”
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Although Bartimaeus had never seen any
of Jesus’ miracles, here we see that he
was certainly not a man who would chime
in with what anybody says.
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His physical eyes were blind but the eyes
of his heart were bright.
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When others could only see “Jesus of
Nazareth”, Bartimaeus saw “Jesus, the

son of David”.
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2. Approaching Jesus correctly
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Not only did Bartimaeus believed that
Jesus is the Messiah promised in the

Bible, he also approached Jesus in the
right attitude.
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Surprisingly, his first request to Jesus was
not for his eyes to see, but “have mercy
on mel”,
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Sometimes, when we fall ill or suffer a
heavy blow in life, we might blame God
for not doing his duty of shielding us.
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He did not consider it his right for Jesus to
heal him.
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His relationship with Jesus was built on
God’s grace, not on rights he actually did
not have.
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When approaching God,
we should be clear about
who is indebted to whom.
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When Bartimaeus was calling out to Jesus,
many rebuked him and told him to be
quiet, but he shouted all the more, ‘Son
of David, have mercy on me/’
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He wouldn’t let anyone or any number of
people stop him from approaching Jesus.

fINSE I Ath 75 22 1 sl HREA: MEJMHR &R .

He was determined that needed was the
person he needed: Jesus alone.
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Mark 10 > ‘What do you want me to do
for you?’ Jesus asked him.
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Bartimaeus asked Jesus, “have mercy on
me!” Jesus accepted his request.
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Jesus accepted Bartimaeus’ pleading by
asking: “What do you want me to do for

you?”
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“What do you want me to do for
you?” What a comforting and
encouraging question from Jesus.
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Sometimes, God waits till we know to
humble ourselves and worship Him before
he would answer us lovingly with the
guestion of “What do you want me to do
for you?”
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The best “formula” for our prayers to
be accepted before God is a humble

and reverent heart: knowing that He
is God!
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Before | embarked on missionary service,
| spent several years seeking God's will on
this matter.
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| asked God to reveal to me if it was
in His will for me to be a missionary.
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| asked Him to open the way if it was His
will for me.

B PR R AR ), %
i oE MR VE I [r) 5 oR A B =
In the last two years of my prayer

search, | prayed very urgently, often
with tears, to seek His will.
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And then, one day, as | was praying, seeking

His will for me, in a fatherly kind voice He
spoke to me through my mind :
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“My son, why do you keep asking me what |
want you to do?
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“I am the Creator and your Redeemer. The

whole world belongs to me, and is my
harvest field.
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“My son, how about you? What are you
willing to do for me? How much are you
willing to commit to do for me?”
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With that, | found God’s will for me in the
matter of becoming a missionary.
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Then, He opened the way for me and
eventually led me to Papua New Guinea
as a missionary.
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God does not necessarily lead you in
the same way as He had led me. But
surely is willing to show you His will

for you too.
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Bartimaeus acknowledged and proclaimed
Jesus' sovereignty, and humbly prayed for
Jesus' mercy. For that, he received Jesus'
response, asking him, “What do you want
me to do for you?”
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Bartimaeus stated his request, “Rabbi
[Rabboni], | want to see.”
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“Rabboni” is the noblest term the
Jews use in addressing their religious
teachers.
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Bartimaeus addressed the Messiah

standing before him with the noblest
term he knew.
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He only prayed to be able to see,
and didn't take the opportunity
to ask for himself any other
extra benefits.
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He did not take the opportunity to
ask that he be seated on the right
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or left side of Jesus in the future.
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Jesus granted the request of

Bartimaeus.



C. fREMS R T #R (10:52)
your faith has healed you (10:52)
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Mark 10 > ‘Go,’ said Jesus, ‘your
faith has healed you. Immediately

he received his sight and followed
Jesus along the road.
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Was it Bartimaeus’ faith, or was it Jesus
that saved him?
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Let’s understand that not only was
Bartimaeus able to see now, but his soul
was also being “healed” and saved!
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Regarding what or who saved Bartimaeus,
let the Bible provide the answer.
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Ephesians 2:8-9
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Eph 2 2 For it is by grace you have been
saved, through faith — and this is not
from yourselves, it is the gift of God —

o not by works, so that no one can boast.
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Salvation is a gift from God, but
it requires one to stretch out the
hand of faith to receive the gift.

NRIB T A E BRI 5
SEREH

Man establishes his relationship
with God through his faith in Christ.
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Why didn't Jesus ask Bartimaeus
to follow him?
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Jesus wanted Bartimaeus to
follow him willingly and freely.
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Why did Jesus say to Bartimaeus,
“vour faith has healed you ”?
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Jesus did not want Bartimaeus to forget
and neglect the faith he had newly
established — his relationship with Jesus.
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In other words, Jesus was reminding
and encouraging Bartimaeus: “ You
must continue to cultivate and
build up your faith in me.”
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Bartimaeus chose to willingly follow
Jesus to go up to Jerusalem where
Jesus would suffer death.
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What are you going to do with the

faith you

have in Christ?
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Unless we realize and acknowledge
we have needs, we won’t be willing
to seek to be changed.
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To experience God’s work in your life,

you

, You need have faith in him, and

humbly and submissively ask him to
‘heal’ you.
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You must continue to actively
follow Jesus in your life and
keep on cultivate and build up
your faith in the Lord.
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