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The Book of Ruth has only four short chapters and features a limited
number of characters. However, the life circumstances of each character
reveal their different choices in life and the consequences that result from
those choices.
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In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a man from
Bethlehem in Judah, together with his wife and two sons, went to live for a while in
the country of Moab.
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The one-way journey is approximately 150 kilometers and will take 4

days.
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Judges 21:25:
"In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit."

This was a dark period in Israel's history.
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But the land you are crossing the Jordan to take possession of is a land of
mountains and valleys that drinks rain from heaven. It is a land the LORD
your God cares for; the eyes of the LORD your God are continually on it
from the beginning of the year to its end. So if you faithfully obey the
commands | am giving you today--to love the LORD your God and to serve
him with all your heart and with all your soul--then | will send rain on your
land in its season, both autumn and spring rains, so that you may gather in
your grain, new wine and oil. | will provide grass in the fields for your cattle,

and you will

eat and be satisfied.
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Be careful, or you will be enticed to turn away and worship other gods and bow
down to them. Then the LORD'S anger will burn against you, and he will shut the
heavens so that it will not rain and the ground will yield no produce, and you will
soon perish from the good land the LORD is giving you.
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The result of leaving God: famine
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Moab is considered distant kin to the Israelites because the
Moabites are descendants of Lot, who was the nephew of
Abraham, the ancestor of the Israelites.
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The Moabites worshiped the false god Chemosh

u@ﬁJAﬁE JL5 BES
BE AT R

EI?’:IJX!I?HLIE!@E — Tl
S RIATTERIR S, B Rk |

= ) Mﬁ“ﬁﬁmimﬁ@ e
\ %%ﬁaﬁ‘f’j~2’ .,b‘ R 3

m
- g.'

.
.
‘\

While Israel was staying in Shittim, the men began to indulge in sexual
immorality with Moabite women, who invited them to the sacrifices to their
gods. The people ate and bowed down before these gods. (Numbers 25:1-2)
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d abhors the Moabites

No Ammonite or Moabite or any of his descendants may enter the
assembly of the LORD, even down to the tenth generation.
(Deuteronomy 23:3)
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From a secular perspective, Elimelech's decision might seem
reasonable.

However, according to the covenant with Moses, God's
blessings were promised in the land of Canaan.
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15) See, | set before you today life and
prosperity, death and destruction.

16) For | command you today to love the LORD

your God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his
commands, decrees and laws; then you will live
and increase, and the LORD your God will bless
you in the land you are entering to possess.




1. [#EEAE] vs [ERAIFEECRE]

"God is my king" vs "l decide my own affairs."

uﬂﬂéﬁh REMEL
Elimelech My God is king
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"God is my king" vs "l decide my own affairs."
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"God is my king" vs "l decide my own affairs."
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- " The man's name was Elimelech, his wife's name Naomi, and the
- names of his two sons were Mahlon and Kilion. They were

~ Ephrathites from Bethlehem, Judah. And they went to Moab
@ and lived there.

\, They married Moabite women, one named Orpah and the other
Ruth. After they had lived there about ten years,




3. HEWMRGERE, TiStHka

Focusing solely on physical needs while neglecting
closeness with God
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Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in
the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another-
-and all the more as you see the Day approaching.




3. HEWMRGERE, TiStHka

Focusing solely on physical needs while neglecting
closeness with God
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4 Abram lived in the land of Canaan, while Lot

§ lived among the cities of the plain and pitched
his tents near Sodom.
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Now Elimelech, Naomi's husband, died, and she was left with her two

sons. They married Moabite women, one named Orpah and the other Ruth.

After they had lived there about ten years, Sboth Mahlon and Kilion also
died, and Naomi was left without her two sons and her husband.
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Do not intermarry with them. Do not give your daughters to their sons
or take their daughters for your sons, for they will turn your sons away
from following me to serve other gods, and the LORD'S anger will burn

against you and will quickly destroy you.
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The first step of a mistake often triggers a chain reaction,
leading to sinking into the mire and being unable to
extricate oneself. Therefore, as believers, we must stay
vigilant and not give Satan any foothold.
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The environment can influence a person's perspectives
and actions, leading to decisions. Once a believer
becomes friends with the world, they will inevitably lose
their testimony in life and become spiritually weak, thus
offending God.
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On our spiritual journey, following humans can be quite
dangerous. Therefore, we must never blindly follow
people but rather wholeheartedly follow God.
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"When | encounter famine, how will | choose?
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» Let us see that every choice in life brings different impacts and
consequences. May we, before making any decision in the future,
come before God, seeking His guidance and will, and make a choice
that aligns with His will.
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* Let us recognize that everything happening to us, whether joy or

sorrow, is under God's control. He continually works for us and
provides everything we need. Let us always have a grateful heart.
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