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—, BREGRME (2:12-14)
Stages of Spiritual Life
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The three stages of spiritual life: ‘children,’ 'young men,' and
'fathers,’ represent different levels of spiritual maturity on the

journey of faith.




—., BREGBME (2:12-14)
Stages of Spiritual Life

1. ZREHERE—RBRSIVRAHNER

Childhood Stage — The Beginning of Forgiveness and Knowing God the Father

2:12 “IpFIIRE, %

R4, BRRMNNEEEMNEE TR

%, ” lwrite to you, dear children, because your sins have been forgiven
on account of his name.

2:13 “IpFIRR. F
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FIRITIAIRAZ. 7 write to you,

dear children, because you have known the Father.
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“Children" represent newly born-again believers.
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Stages of Spiritual Life

1. ZREHERE—RBRSIVRAHNER

Childhood Stage — The Beginning of Forgiveness and Knowing God the Father
2:12 “INFIIRE, EBESRN, EARNNEEEGNRGE T

B8, ” |write to you, dear children, because your sins have been forgiven
on account of his name.

213 “IpMFIEB. MESEHRRM. EARITAIRL. ” 1write to you,
dear children, because you have known the Father.
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1. ZEHERE—RBRSAIR

Childhood Stage — The Beginning of Forgiveness and Knowing God the Father
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They have just come to realize that their sins are forgiven, and their hearts are filled with
joy and gratitude toward God. They begin to experience a relationship with God and the
joy of salvation. However, they are still immature in spiritual knowledge and experience.
In this spiritual childhood stage, believers need more nurturing, teaching, and guidance.
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Childhood Stage — The Beginning of Forgiveness and Knowing God the Father
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1. ZREHERE—RBRSIVRAHNER

Childhood Stage — The Beginning of Forgiveness and Knowing God the Father
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Stages of Spiritual Life

2. BErE— PRSI

Youth Stage - Victory and Growth in Spiritual Battles
2:13 “EABE, BRERESFRN, BREMNETBEE. 7 1wite to

you, young men, because you have overcome the evil one.
2:14 "DEAM, RBERESR(N, EAMRMNNIE, HEERFE

| have written unto you, young
men, because ye are strong, and the word of God abideth in you, and ye have
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overcome the wicked one.
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"Young men" represent believers who are in the mid-stage of their spiritual life.
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Stages of Spiritual Life

2. BErE— PRSI

Youth Stage - Victory and Growth in Spiritual Battles
2:13 “LE AR, BRERESHRN, BRRMNETERE. ~ 1 write to

you, young men, because you have overcome the evil one.
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RO, RIEETARER. ” | have written unto you, young
men, because ye are strong, and the word of God abideth in you, and ye have

overcome the wicked one.
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2. BErE— PRSI

Youth Stage - Victory and Growth in Spiritual Battles

B B R—ME L BB ROk AR
WAEEMEERER T EHER S, ENEE5RE,
(Bt EE TSR .

The young adulthood stage is a period where faith is tested and challenged. Believers
in this stage experience various spiritual battles in their faith journey, facing
temptations and trials, but they also achieve victory through the Word of God.
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2. B BE—FRPHEHSAIK

Youth Stage - Victory and Growth in Spiritual Battles
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2. BErE— PRSI

Youth Stage - Victory and Growth in Spiritual Battles
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Stages of Spiritual Life

3. XEMB—R R E RIS FZIRIAIR
Maturity Stage — Maturity in Spiritual Life and Profound Understanding

2:13 “RZEAW, BREESRAEN], EARIMARBAEVIREFR. ”
| write to you, fathers, because you have known him who is from the
beginning.

2:14 "W, ZEERSFN, EBRARMARBAENREHN. ”

| write to you, fathers, because you have known him who is from the beginning.
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"Fathers" symbolize the mature stage of spiritual life.
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3. XEMB—R R E RIS FZIRIAIR
Maturity Stage — Maturity in Spiritual Life and Profound Understanding

2:13 “ZAW, REEHRAEN], EARIMARBAEMRFR. ”
| write to you, fathers, because you have known him who is from the
beginning.

2:14 "W, ZEERSRN, ERRMARBAENRER. ”

| write to you, fathers, because you have known him who is from the beginning.




—. BREGHMER (2:12-14)
Stages of Spiritual Life

3. REYBE—RBRRE RIS RZIRINIR

Maturity Stage — Maturity in Spiritual Life and Profound Understanding
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Every mature believer's mission is to become a spiritual example and guide for others.
Mature believers should not only continue to pursue spiritual growth but also take on
the responsibility of teaching and leading others.
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3. RZHrB—R R E RIS ARRIHIAIR

Maturity Stage — Maturity in Spiritual Life and Profound Understanding
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IINGS Summary
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* "Children" — New believers: Should desire God's Word.

 "Young men" - Spiritual warriors: Should be steadfast in faith.
« "Fathers" — Spiritual elders: Should continue to live out God's wisdom and guidance.
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Challenges and Warnings of Growth
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* 1 John 2:15-17 clearly reminds us not to love the world or the things in it.

o Spiritual growth is not a smooth journey; it involves a spiritual battle against the
world, sin, and temptations.

« We need to be vigilant, understand the enemies of spiritual growth, and firmly
choose to walk in a manner that pleases God.
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Challenges and Warnings of Growth

L AEZHF: BRRAKFHAE—EHRIERX

Do Not Love the World: The Major Enemy in Spiritual Growth — Secular Temptations

2:15 “~ Eﬁﬂ?ﬁuf&% SR, EEAZME, ERXAORAE

2 E T . ” Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone
oves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

2:16 “EARANEFRENE, RERERVTER, REER, HESE
IR, #BAEMNIER, THEMIEFFREI. ” For everything

in the world--the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of
what he has and does--comes not from the Father but from the world.




—. BRIKEIEERSER (2:15-17)
Challenges and Warnings of Growth

L AEZHF: BRRAKFHAE—EHRIERX

Do Not Love the World: The Major Enemy in Spiritual Growth — Secular Temptations

2:15 “A E%ﬂlﬁ%ﬂfﬂ'ﬁ FHE, SREAZESR, EXNOHMAE

2 E T . ” Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone
oves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

2:16 “EARNEFRENE, RERAEEISER, RENIGER, HEE
SRR, #FHAEMNIER, THE=MIEFFREI. ” For everything

in the world--the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of
what he has and does--comes not from the Father but from the world.
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L AEZHF: BRRAKFHAE—EHRIERX

Do Not Love the World: The Major Enemy in Spiritual Growth — Secular Temptations

B R KEZERNHZIE G A RVIERX.
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mKENEBRMNE, TREENYRERS?

Spiritual growth requires constant vigilance against the temptations of the world.

As Christians, we should continuously reflect on where our hearts are focused. Are we
pursuing eternal spiritual values or temporary material pleasures?

-
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Challenges and Warnings of Growth

L AEZHF: BRRAKFHAE—EHRIERX

Do Not Love the World: The Major Enemy in Spiritual Growth — Secular Temptations

QLTI ENEEHE

E

B2 ER,

BN 7 se RIEM AR E RIS,

Only when we set our eyes on God's kingdom and righteousness can we truly resist
secular temptations.
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2. BKKIEHMNE: HAME EN—YESdE, HEETH
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Pursuing Eternal Values: The World and Everything in It Will Pass Away, But Those
Who Do the Will of God Will Abide Forever

2:17 "Xt FME FRIFTSRSESE, ERETHREEHNEKEE

fF. ” Theworld and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of
God lives forever.
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INGS Summary
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* In facing the temptations and trials of the world, we must continually reflect and stay
vigilant.

» We should set our sights on God's eternal kingdom and rewards, letting go of our
attachment to the transient things of this life.
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INGS Summary
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* By learning to abandon worldly desires and focusing on God's will, living out His

truth and love, we can grow continuously in our spiritual life and become truly
victorious Christians.
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Calling and Identity in Life

1. #RILEZHSH: BNRTFHEN

Identity as Children of God: How Loved We Are

1 “RiE, XKGHRTRINEMFHEE, FERNSHRIHNLE,

BN EEMAI)L%EZ. ” How great is the love the Father has lavished
on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!

. %@%ﬁ?‘%ﬁtkﬂ@%ﬁﬁ%%, = E R 22 2 F0 2 B PR 5

* This identity is not earned through human effort but is granted by God's love and
grace.




=, ERNFa58Hm (3:1-10)
Calling and Identity in Life

1. #RILEZHSH: BNRTFHEN

Identity as Children of God: How Loved We Are

1 “R1E, KGHERINEMNFHNEZ, FERNSHRAMN/LE,

BN EEMAI)L%EZ. ” How great is the love the Father has lavished
on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!
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* This identity is the foundation of all our spiritual life and behavior. Children of God
have a distinct set of values and lifestyle compared to the rest of the world.
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Calling and Identity in Life

2. %Hjimﬁ(]ﬂ??u Tﬁﬁfﬂﬂaﬁ

Living Out the Call to Holiness: No Longer Continuing in Sin

3:9 “FJLA#ER, B 3E :, EHEFEEMLLCE, thibfEEIRs

]l[

E b 2 EHEBER. No one who is born of God will continue to sin,
because God's seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has
been born of God.

- B EBNRIIRA TRERNOFE, ERNETZFERS.
 The manifestation of Jesus Christ was to take away our sins so that we could live a
holy life.
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Living Out the Call to Holiness: No Longer Continuing in Sin
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« We are called to live a holy life, distancing ourselves from evil and reflecting God's

glory. This means that in our speech, actions, and thoughts, we should strive to
reflect the image of Christ.

‘
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2, %Hjimﬁ(]"??u Tﬁ%@?ﬂaﬁ

Living Out the Call to Holiness: No Longer Continuing in Sin
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* One of the signs of spiritual growth is turning away from sin and pursuing holiness.

* God's Word in our hearts enables us to discern right from wrong and gives us the
strength to reject sin.




Righteousness Belongs to God
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=, ERNFa58Hm (3:1-10)
Calling and Identity in Life

3. ML ZSRARRILZRIFILE : EITX, ERERHE

Comparison of Children of God and Children of the Devil: Whoever Practices

ENERER,
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" He who does what is sinful is of the devil,

because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of
God appeared was to destroy the devil's work.
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3. ML ZSRARRILZRIFILE : EITX, ERERHE

Comparison of Children of God and Children of the Devil: Whoever Practices
Righteousness Belongs to God

AERm)LE, BRMNF[BERFITY, BREEZIA. ZFPNEX
HERNDON, BEXNEFLZLRIE.
* As children of God, we need to choose to practice righteousness and actively love

others. This not only responds to God's love but also serves as a testimony to the
world.
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1. #RILEZHSH: BNRTFHEN

Identity as Children of God: How Loved We Are

1 “RINE, XGEERNEMNSFHNEE, ExRNEHRARNILE,

BN EEMAI)L%EZ. ” How great is the love the Father has lavished
on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!
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* This identity is not earned through human effort but is granted by God's love and
grace.
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INGS Summary:
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* As children of God, we have a profoundly noble identity and calling.

» We are called to understand and live out the value of this identity by turning away
from sin and living a holy life.

C
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Calling and Identity in Life
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* Not only should we pursue personal purity, but we are also tasked with being
witnesses of God's holiness and righteousness in this dark world.



X1 Conclusion
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o Spiritual growth is a continuous process of progress.

* From childhood to mature believers, we need to strive for a deeper spiritual
relationship at each stage, remain vigilant against the temptations of the world, and
steadfastly uphold our identity and mission in Christ.
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* Let us, grounded in God's grace, boldly take each step forward, growing in faith, and
living a life that brings glory to God.
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28— 1John 2:12-17, 3:1-10
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1) What do you think are the main challenges and growth opportunities for believers in the "childhood" stage of spiritual
life?

2) Vl\lﬁat spiritual battles did you experience during the "youth" stage of your spiritual life? How did you achieve victory
through God's Word and prayer?

3) In the "maturity” stage of spiritual life, how do you use your spiritual wisdom and experience to guide younger believers?
Please share the challenges and joys you encountered in this process.

4) "Do not love the world or the things in the world." How do you understand this teaching? Can you provide specific

examples from your life that demonstrate how you combat secular temptations?

5) As children of God, what is our identity and mission? Please share a personal experience that illustrates how you live out
this identity and pursue holiness in your daily life.
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