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The righteousness of the heavenly citizens:
surpassing that of the scribes and Pharisees
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Introduction: True Godliness vs. Superficial Godliness
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He answered, "l follow all the religious rituals, and that is enough."
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 Outward appearances of godliness do not equal true godliness.
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The law is like a map, showing us how to live out God's will.
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Jesus is the one who perfectly walked according to the map. He not only obeyed
every letter of the law but also, through His life and teachings, showed us the true
meaning of the law.
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What does "abolish the Law and the Prophets™ mean?
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Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | have not come
to abolish them but to fulfill them.
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Jesus Came to Fulfill the Law, Not to Abolish It

1 “REFEEMEA —RTAER?

What does "abolish the Law and the Prophets™ mean?
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There are two extreme views:

* One is legalism (believing that salvation is achieved through works), like the
Pharisees, who believed that strict adherence to the letter of the law could lead

to salvation.
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There are two extreme views:

« The other is licentiousness (believing that grace allows us to ignore the law),
where some misunderstand Jesus' teachings and think that He brought a
completely "lawless” faith.
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Jesus Came to Fulfill the Law, Not to Abolish It
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What does "fulfill the law" mean?
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"Fulfill™; "To completely accomplish” or "to reach
the ultimate purpose.”
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Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | have not come
to abolish them but to fulfill them.
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What does "fulfill the law" mean?
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* Fulfilling the Prophecies of the Law: The Old Testament prophecies about the
Messiah were completely fulfilled in Jesus (Luke 24:44).
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What does "fulfill the law" mean?
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« Completely Obeying the Law: Jesus is the only one who perfectly obeyed God's
law; He never deviated from God's path or went against His will (Hebrews 4:15).
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What does "fulfill the law" mean?
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* Revealing the True Meaning of the Law: Jesus emphasized the inner spirit of the
law, not just the outward actions (Matthew 5:21-48).
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« Accomplishing the Requirements of the Law: The core of the law is that people must
be holy. The Old Testament sacrificial system foreshadowed Christ’s redemption, and
through His sacrifice on the cross, Jesus justifies us by faith (Romans 8:3-4). Jesus
became the ultimate sacrifice, fulfilling the law’s demands in Himself (Hebrews 10:1-4).
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Jesus Came to Fulfill the Law, Not to Abolish It
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What does "fulfill the law" mean?
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* The law is God's standard; it reveals His holiness and righteousness to us.
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Therefore no one will be declared
righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law;

rather, through the law we become
conscious of our sin.

Romans 3:20
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What does "fulfill the law" mean?
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Jesus Came to Fulfill the Law, Not to Abolish It

Some Examples From Leviticus 11
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What does "fulfill the law" mean?

UNCLEAN
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What does "fulfill the law" mean?
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Nothlng outside a man can make him 'unclean’' by going into him. Rather, it is what comes
out of a man that makes him ‘unclean.’ For from within, out of men's hearts, come evil

thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy,
slander, arrogance and folly. All these evils come from inside and make a man 'unclean.’
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The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.
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What does "fulfill the law" mean?

AEREEE, BRIARERETINMERRENF, MEERIE
FR#EIOR, FAEHERNRE.

* As Christians, we are not merely to follow external religious rules, but to truly
understand God's will and live out His truth.
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Not a single jot or tittle of the law shall pass away
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| tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not
the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until
everything is accomplished.
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Jesus Came to Fulfill the Law, Not to Abolish It
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Not a single jot or tittle of the law shall pass away
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« God's Word is faithful and unchanging.

« We must take the teachings of the Bible seriously, not adding or subtracting
from it, nor twisting its meaning.
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The greatness of the Kingdom of Heaven depends on our attitude toward God's Word
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* Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches
others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever
practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of
heaven.
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* Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches
others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever

practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of
heaven.




=. RERIN: EEXITFEFIZEARNX (5:19-20)
The Righteousness of the Kingdom of Heaven: Beyond the Righteousness of the
Scribes and Pharisees —

==  —
2. XTFEFIFRARNN R A?

What is the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees?
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 For | tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees
and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.
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What is the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees?
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* The scribes and Pharisees were the most
"pious"” religious figures of their time,
strictly adhering to the outward
commands of the law.
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What is the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees?
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 They prayed three times a day, strictly fasted, and gave a tenth of their income
every week (Matthew 23:23).
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What is the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees?
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* They wore phylacteries and long robes, intentionally praying in the streets to be
seen by others, showing off their "godliness"” (Matthew 6:1-5).
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What is the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees?
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* They adhered to various rules regarding handwashing, purification, and the
Sabbath (Mark 7:3-4).

 They even stipulated that if someone made a vow to dedicate a gift to the temple,
they could neglect to honor their parents (Mark 7:11-13).
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What is the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees?
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* The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector
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What is the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees?
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* Is our faith life merely outward behavior, or is it driven by love and obedience to
God?

* Do we, like the tax collector, humble ourselves and acknowledge our need for
God's mercy?
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Only by surpassing the righteousness of the Pharisees can one enter the Kingdom
of Heaven
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* For | tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees
and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.




=. RERIN: EEXITFEFIZEARNX (5:19-20)
The Righteousness of the Kingdom of Heaven: Beyond the Righteousness of the
Scribes and Pharisees —

3. BHEFBEANY, AHEERE -

Only by surpassing the righteousness of the Pharisees can one enter the Kingdom
of Heaven
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* It is not more legalistic actions, but deeper inner obedience.
* It is not outward religious rituals, but a transformation of the inner life.
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Only by surpassing the righteousness of the Pharisees can one enter the Kingdom
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 FAIRA OME) vs ELENRBAATE (RHE) .
 RASHE (SME) vs L ERNZAHBRT (W) .
* Do not murder (outward) vs. Do not even harbor hatred in your heart (inward).

* Do not commit adultery (outward) vs. Do not even look with lustful intent
(inward).
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Only by surpassing the righteousness of the Pharisees can one enter the Kingdom
of Heaven
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How to live out the righteousness of the Kingdom of Heaven?

* Follow Christ as the example: Jesus is the true righteous one, and His life is the
model for us to follow (1 Peter 2:21-22).
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Only by surpassing the righteousness of the Pharisees can one enter the Kingdom
of Heaven
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How to live out the righteousness of the Kingdom of Heaven?

» Walk by the Spirit: We cannot live righteously on our own; we must rely on the
power of the Holy Spirit to obey God (Romans 8:3-4).
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Only by surpassing the righteousness of the Pharisees can one enter the Kingdom
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How to live out the righteousness of the Kingdom of Heaven?
* Live out true faith: It is not merely hearing the Word, but doing it (James 1:22).
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Only by surpassing the righteousness of the Pharisees can one enter the Kingdom
of Heaven
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Only by surpassing the righteousness of the Pharisees can one enter the Kingdom
of Heaven
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* Are we still trying to "earn™ God's approval through our good deeds, or are we
willing to completely rely on Christ's grace?
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Only by surpassing the righteousness of the Pharisees can one enter the Kingdom
of Heaven
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* Our faith cannot remain just in external rituals; it must allow God to change our
hearts.
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Only by surpassing the righteousness of the Pharisees can one enter the Kingdom
of Heaven
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* True righteousness comes from Christ, not from outward actions. We must rely
on the Holy Spirit to live out God's will and live a life renewed by Him.
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For it is by grace you have been saved,
through faith—and this is not from yourselves,

it is the gift of God—not by works,
so that no one can boast.

Ephesians 2:8-9
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* True righteousness is not outward religious behavior, but inner obedience and a
transformed life.

* Obeying God's commandments and teaching others is the responsibility of the
citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven.
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 Today, are you willing to come bhefore God, acknowledge that you cannot be
justified by your own deeds, and accept the grace of Jesus? Let us, through His

Spirit, live out the righteousness of the Kingdom of Heaven and become the
people who are pleasing to God!
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The Righteousness of the Kingdom of Heaven:
Beyond the Righteoushess of the Scribes and Pharisees

E R K B Self-reflection 0,k 183 Matthew 5:17-20 -
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1. Jesus said He came to "fulfill the law," not to "abolish the law." What does this mean for your personal faith life?
How can you demonstrate obedience to God's Word in your daily life?

2. Jesus emphasizes, "For | tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the
teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven" (Matthew 5:20). What do you think is the
difference between the righteousness of the Pharisees and the righteousness Jesus requires? What challenges
does this present for your spiritual life?

3. In modern society, in what areas do we tend to focus too much on outward religious actions, like the Pharisees,
while neglecting true inner godliness? How can we avoid such spiritual pitfalls?
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