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A critical moment is a crossroads in life —

a single decision can shape a person's destiny
and even determine the future of an entire community.
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Crisis Strikes: God's People Face Annihilation
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* After these events, King Xerxes honored Haman son of Hammedatha, the
Agagite, elevating him and giving him a seat of honor higher than that of all
the other nobles. All the royal officials at the king's gate knelt down and paid

honor to Haman, for the king had commanded this concerning him. But
Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor.
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Crisis Strikes: God's People Face Annihilation
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When Haman saw that Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor, he
was enraged.
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* Then Haman said to King Xerxes, "There is a certain people dispersed and
scattered among the peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom whose
customs are different from those of all other people and who do not obey the
king's laws; it is not in the king's best interest to tolerate them. If it pleases the
king, let a decree be issued to destroy them, and | will put ten thousand talents
of silver into the royal treasury for the men who carry out this business."
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 So the king took his signet ring from his finger and gave it to Haman son of
Hammedatha, the Agagite, the enemy of the Jews. "Keep the money, " the king
said to Haman, "and do with the people as you please.” | >
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Crisis Strikes: God's People Face Annihilation

XA EREFA -
- R FREM EESBEXNABNEE, BEANKR, #E
FELEMAN, THEHS. WIARE. SIIHEFETMIRYE.

-

* This crisis reminds us that God's people will always face attacks from the
enemy in this world. Satan never rests — he continually seeks to strike the

Church, destroy families, and lure believers into silence and retreat through
various means.
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Crisis Strikes: God's People Face Annihilation
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The enemy’s attacks often succeed in the silence and indifference of God's
people.
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- Called for Such a Time: The Key of Obedience and Response
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* In times of crisis, God is never silent. He moves behind the scenes and
patiently waits for His people to respond to His call.
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Called for Such a Time: The Key of Obedience and Response
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 When Mordecai learned of all that had been done, he tore his clothes, put on
sackcloth and ashes, and went out into the city, wailing loudly and bitterly.
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Called for Such a Time: The Key of Obedience and Response o
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* In every province to which the edict and order of the king came, there was
great mourning among the Jews, with fastlng, weeping and wailing. Many lay
in sackcloth and ashes. -
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alled for Such a Time: The Key of Obedience and Response
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- Called for Such a Time: The Key of Obedience and Response
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* All the king's officials and the people of the royal provinces know that for any
man or woman who approaches the king in the inner court without being
summoned the king has but one law: that he be put to death. The only

exception to this is for the king to extend the gold scepter to him and spare his
life. But thirty days have passed since | was called to go to the king.
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- Called for Such a Time: The Key of Obedience and Response
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* God often places us in the "palace” — a position of influence, a place of
entrusted responsibility — but will we, like Esther at first, shrink back and say,
"l cannot"?
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- Called for Such a Time: The Key of Obedience and Response
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* he sent back this answer: "Do not think that because you are in the king's
house you alone of all the Jews will escape. For if you remain silent at this
time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you

and your father's family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to
rroyal position for such a time as this?"
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- Called for Such a Time: The Key of Obedience and Response
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1. Your position cannot exempt you from God’s calling.
2. God’s plan of salvation will prevail, with or without you.
3. Yet God has given you this moment — to rise up and stand for Him!
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- Called for Such a Time: The Key of Obedience and Response
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* God calls us today, not for our strength, but for our willingness to submit and
obey.
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At the Critical Moment, Faith Requires Action
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 "Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat
or drink for three days, night or day. | and my maids will fast as you do. When
this is done, | will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if |

perish, | perish.*
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Faith is not just an inner feeling, but a willing obedience that takes risks
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At the Critical Moment, Faith Requires Action
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» Success or failure is not in her hands,
 She cannot stand by and do nothing,
» She must stand up and take on the role God has given her.
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What she does is not just a declaration of faith, but a brave plan and action.
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At the Critical Moment, Faith Requires Action
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* Do not delay, nor be discouraged, for you do not know — “Is the position you
have today meant exactly for this moment?”
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 Before deciding whether to "stand up,"” we must prepare spiritually — not
acting on impulse, but relying on God.
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At the Critical Moment, Faith Requires Action
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 "Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat
or drink for three days, night or day. | and my maids will fast as you do. When
this is done, | will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if |

perish, | perish.*
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“If | perish, | perish™ — not a tragic slogan, but a spiritual commitment.




THEN HE SAID TO THEM ALL: "IF
ANYONE WOULD COME AFTER ME, HE

MUST DENY HIMSELF AND TAKE UP

HIS CROSS DAILY AND FOLLOW ME.”
- LUKE 9:23 -
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R, FREGERSE, BREA—FH: “IW, RE
XE, EERR M.
AREEGUE— R, BB, MM L
RN, HEIE, WA, MHRK.

 To stand up doesn’t mean you have to be strong, but you must have a heart
that says, “Lord, here | am, please use me.”

* Are you willing, like Esther, to say, “If | perish, | perish”?
* | am willing to stand up for God, for truth, and for people.
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X 1€ Conclusion
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* Today, God is also placing critical moments in each of our lives. He may lead
you to a crossroads where difficult decisions, challenges, and sacrifices await.
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* There may be times when I'm tempted to think, “Better not stand out,”
especially when the future is uncertain and pressure looms.
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» We stand up not to seek our own glory, but to answer God’s call in obedience.
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* In moments when we are called to stand, the key question is not “What will
people say?” but “Is this God’s call for me?”
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» Standing up is not about relying on our own strength, but on God’s power.
* In the face of challenges, God is our shield and our refuge.
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* When you choose to stand up, remember that everything you do is for the
glory of God.
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» Every one of us is given the opportunity to rise and take our place in the
Kingdom of God.
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« What God requires is not our perfection, but our willing response in faith.

* When you choose to respond to His call, God will reveal His glory and miracles
through your actions.You may not see the whole plan, but when you are willing
to stand up, God will lead you on a path of victory.
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1. Have you ever experienced a “critical moment” when you knew you should speak up for the truth or
for others, but chose to remain silent out of fear of the consequences? What was your inner struggle
at that time? Looking back, what did you learn?

2. In what kinds of situations are we more likely to say, “Better not stick out”? What do you think God
might be calling you to do in those moments?

3. How can we bhuild spiritual courage? Are you willing to be an encouragement to others, walking
alongside brothers and sisters as they respond to God with faith in their own critical moments?
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