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Sermon 1: The Work of Faith
— Building Assurance Amid Doubt

0t BRI

1 Thessalonians 1:2-10
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Four Features of Postmodern Culture
PREEE W BB1T | Widespread Skepticism
X} 3E X #5197 | Rampant Relativism

AN AE X ZE E | Individualism Above Al
5323 W 2418 | Consumerism Dominates
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The Cultural Challenges Facing the Church

s BN MHEM AN NiERE, MIEEURE.
* Our faith is seen as a personal preference, not objective truth.
s BRNAEEIRESOA AREF R

* Our moral standards are labeled as outdated traditions.

s BINNB =B Z B BRE

 Church authority is constantly questioned.

 BINHNFER—REMRESR.

* The next generation's faith is built on shaky ground.
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Modern Thessaloniki is the second-largest city in Greece, with a population of
about one million.
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Located at the intersection of two major Roman trade routes, it was also a
significant port city.
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In 146 B.C., Thessalonica became the capital of the Roman province of Macedonia.




ERi25, WHES ENHS SEFRT BIAH,
BA—1 T BEHERH ] .

In 42 B.C., it was granted self-governing status by the Roman Emperor and
became a "Free Imperial City."
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EMBIMEar, MEMIIESRMNBEEOCRMIX,
EZORZR5EE, BRERNEFEEERFHEAMN.
We continually remember before our God and Father your work

produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance
inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
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What Is the “Work of Faith”?

I53EE e 0BT 1 Thessalonians 1:3

ERERMNPXER, MEBIESERMNEFECR#NIX,
EZORZNGE, BEEREPGFEERFEMN
We continually remember before our God and Father your work

produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance
inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
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What Is the “Work of Faith”?

RIENBFULARFBREIRENHS, MESELMF
ITENFNRBBERIE L

* True faith is not merely a concept in the mind; it is a living faith that
results in real actions and tangible fruit.
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What Is the “Work of Faith”?

FTHILHEEFRMEZERE FHEAS (Antony Garrard Newton Flew)
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What Is the “Work of Faith”?

&1 E B B0ETH 1 Thessalonians 1:9
RIZEHEEFHREZ, Fm#, ZRFABENIEFIMH,

They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true
God,
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Four Major Challenges to Faith in a Postmodern Culture

ik —: "RBAITEIE"
Challenge 1: “There Is No Absolute Truth”

R ANRWR: REFARAXIERR, —EERXIE.
* People today often say, “There is no absolute truth; everything is
relative.”

BAAZA], XTFEESHRE—NENENES!

* But friends, this very statement is a self-contradictory absolute claim!
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Four Major Challenges to Faith in a Postmodern Culture

R "REE "
Challenge 2: “All Religions Are the Same”

« X : —1HIL vs ZIL vs THIL

* About God: Monotheism vs. Polytheism vs. Atheism
 XTHE: FE1THvs EREH vs NS
 About salvation: By works vs. By grace vs. By enlightenment

XTFRG: #blvs EiF vs BT

* About the afterlife: Reincarnation vs. Resurrection vs. Nothingness
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Four Major Challenges to Faith in a Postmodern Culture

Pk=: "NEF=RE"
Challenge 3: “Science Is the Only Truth”

BERFE, EFAERTERM.

* Science is powerful — but not all-powerful.
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Four Major Challenges to Faith in a Postmodern Culture

Pk=: "NEF=RE"
Challenge 3: “Science Is the Only Truth”
T “Z” Onlove

e XF “3£” Onbeauty

e T “XF$E” On right and wrong
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Four Major Challenges to Faith in a Postmodern Culture

M= "NEFEEE"

Challenge 3: “Science Is the Only Truth”
MEREIFRN “JFX” (EFRRA4H#RD
 Science tells us facts — what the world is like,

cBARREFIFEA] “MME” (BAMXEBHEHEER) .

* but not values — how we ought to live.
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Four Major Challenges to Faith in a Postmodern Culture

Pk=: "NEF=RE"
Challenge 3: “Science Is the Only Truth”
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Four Major Challenges to Faith in a Postmodern Culture

Pk=: "NEF=RE"
Challenge 3: “Science Is the Only Truth”

- BERMEEN T FEMAE(ERY

* Science explores how God’s creation operates

FEMNHFIFRNESHNEXFMNE

* Faith reveals the meaning and purpose of life
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Four Major Challenges to Faith in a Postmodern Culture

HE: "PAEHREE"

Challenge 4: “Personal Experience Is What Matters Most”

A Y: "RRBRZEIME, FRAMAEFEE. "
* People today say, “l don'’t feel God, so He must not exist.”
(EREAMRETERIRARZ.

* But truth is not dependent on our feelings.
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Four Major Challenges to Faith in a Postmodern Culture

HE: "PAEHREE"

Challenge 4: “Personal Experience Is What Matters Most”

*MANEHEBRN . EWR, TEEKAFIETRERME—
*’j—‘;ﬁo

 Personal experience is limited and subjective — it cannot be the sole
measure of truth.
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How to Build a Strong and Unshakable Faith

F—, [OZFZHRE Return to the Foundation of Scripture

53 E B l0E]H 1 Thessalonians 1:8

EAENEBNRNBESZEHLE, FIIRMELA
BEDHEMMEZE, REESL, BWEEFT, UL
RENEAdAWE.

The Lord's message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and

Achaia--your faith in God has become known everywhere. Therefore we
do not need to say anything about it,
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How to Build a Strong and Unshakable Faith

F—, [OZFZHRE Return to the Foundation of Scripture

£ I, Roman 10:17
"EEENTEXRD, EENAEERIERL. "

“Faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.”
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How to Build a Strong and Unshakable Faith

F—, [OZFZHRE Return to the Foundation of Scripture

EXZEW T ARTEHERNZL:
The Bible has withstood the test of 2,000 years:

« EHFEAEMESEZ LI RAERYE
* Archaeology continues to confirm the Bible’s historical reliability

TS RIS R RELREE AN

* Fulfilled prophecies show its supernatural nature
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How to Build a Strong and Unshakable Faith

F—, [OZFZHRE Return to the Foundation of Scripture

EXZEW T ARTEHERNZL:
The Bible has withstood the test of 2,000 years:

BELXMSEZ IR HEREMS

* Scientific discoveries increasingly align with biblical accounts
A LR IIEES £ A

* Testimonies of transformed lives are found across the globe
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How to Build a Strong and Unshakable Faith

=, [FSEESCRYAEHBIE Confidence in Historical Evidence
e E BRIt SEREhEEH:

The death and resurrection of Jesus Christ are historical events:

- BT BAFMICE
* They are detailed in the four Gospels
- BERHBS—BULIE

 Supported by consistent testimony from the early church
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How to Build a Strong and Unshakable Faith

=, [FSEESCRYAEHBIE Confidence in Historical Evidence
e E BRIt SEREhEEH:

The death and resurrection of Jesus Christ are historical events:

- Bl IEALTERESE

* The disciples died as martyrs for this truth
FHSREERBIIR

 The church spread rapidly despite persecution



=. WMEEEZEZERSTO
How to Build a Strong and Unshakable Faith

= N EE AN AR I | The Witness|of Transformed Lives

PRI %S R ar4 1:9
FNEREHEEFEE, HaEm, ERFAPNENERIH,

They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true
God,
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How to Build a Strong and Unshakable Faith

L, fE{TEhRR[E{S0 Strengthen Faith Through Action

53 E B B0EjH 1 Thessalonians 1:3

EMBMNNXER, MEMIESRNBECHRBRIX,
EZORZEE, ERERNEEFREZRFRZAMN
We continually remember before our God and Father your work

produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance
inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
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How to Build a Strong and Unshakable Faith

P, ZE{TENRRESIL Strengthen Faith Through Action
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=. WMEEEZEZERSTO
How to Build a Strong and Unshakable Faith

£, E1TEhRIR[E S0 Strengthen Faith Through Action
BEott—, TEESERERPERE:

Faith grows when we live it out:

- FEH 5 o 3 R I KL

 Experience God’s answers in prayer

- ZERREE B TLAOAE Jo

* See His hand at work through ministry



=. WMEEEZEZERSTO
How to Build a Strong and Unshakable Faith

£, E1TEhRIR[E S0 Strengthen Faith Through Action
BEott—, TEESERERPERE:

Faith grows when we live it out:

» FEIR SR PR I R (S 5E

* Know His faithfulness through trials

* FER R E P IIEHRIBE ST

» Witness His power in sharing the gospel
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Modern Application: Becoming Deeply Rooted Believers

1. X% H C, RE WS [B] M PEAX Be Equipped to Respond to Challenges

K5 EIP 1 Peter 3:15

REOBHEFEERE. SALRRNIOPIENSH, &
EEEER, LURR. BRALVEZESEA

But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give

an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope
that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect,
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Modern Application: Becoming Deeply Rooted Believers

2. 7EFE M 51510 Z |83k £l 32187 Balance Reason and Faith

B ERENER, BEAEAETEER.
» Faith is not anti-reason, but it is also not purely rational.
-ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁ*i%ﬁﬂ,EX%HEH%&E@%E

* Use reason to support faith, but don’t let reason rule over faith.



. MAKA: RABIREENEE

Modern Application: Becoming Deeply Rooted Believers

2. fE TR M 5 {510 2 |8)¥% £ 3218 Balance Reason and Faith
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Modern Application: Becoming Deeply Rooted Believers

3. iHELTEHE % FE B BRI Let Faith Be Evident in Daily Life

HENELSHERNVERELTR:

True faith transforms our way of life:

 FEISE LA Z, EARGEHEL—Y]

» We remain honest, believing God sees all

- HEFHMEPRALEE, ERHEEHEE—Y]

» We don’t despair in hardship, trusting God is in control
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Modern Application: Becoming Deeply Rooted Believers

3. iHELTEHE % FE B BRI Let Faith Be Evident in Daily Life

HENELSHERNVERELTR:

True faith transforms our way of life:

cHEXRPRERD, EAHEEHNE

* We forgive others, because we trust in God’s love

e LREREE, ERAMEHEHNSE

» We give generously, believing God is our provider
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Conclusion: Building an Unshakable Faith

XA FERTRONR, RBEEHRNEHENE
I o

* In this age of doubt, the world needs to see our assured and confident
faith.



Gig: BAUAsRINGED
Conclusion: Building an Unshakable Faith

A EZEBNRE, MEARAENRE;

* Not blind superstition, but rooted conviction.
c AEREEEIMERLE, MEANRRNES.

* Not fantasy that escapes reality, but courage that confronts it.
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