EEBEMIEERIAE

A Life Changed by the Hope of Lord's Return

LS Fei0E T+ 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11



"NEFRANZREGA? "

"What is life's greatest fear?"

kT (BEEFEAN)

Death (one's own or of loved ones)
o S B W X Loss of meaning
« INFXERIYFASE An uncertain future
» # AT Ry A1 R

The loneliness of being abandoned
by the world




WIS el B & [F) 4+ Hlln s =% -

The church in Thessalonica also faced similar
perplexities:

s FEEHFEANELI?

 What about our loved ones who have died?

- EFRA A FEIRMEL?

* When exactly will the Lord return?

* BRANEFEPZMAA?

 What should we do while we wait?



|

X L e R B 5
AETRAREM T4,
METHEZARNBT 4.

The answers to these questions
lie not in what we can do,

but in what God has already done for us.




. HXFCRIEE: #HEERIISERE (4:13-18)

Facmg the Fear of Death: God Gives Us the Hope of Resurrection

#5183 Hebrews 9:27
REEW, ANBE—%, EEHEBEFH.

* Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment.

9&1@1 REEME: No matter who you are:

EE /R BT E SEAS Bl 7k & Bill Gates' wealth cannot buy eternal Ilfe
- ZRIEMBREE AR M T s )

Einstein’s intelligence cannot conquer death. "ﬁ ?

» EfRC R DENERITTH

Napoleon's power is useless before the grave.




—. EXIFECAIEIE: SIS ERIAE (4:13-18)

Facing the Fear of Death: God Gives Us the Hope of Resurrection

&3S Fe 0B 1 Thessalonians 4:13
- RFEETHA, BINARERANAHTIE, BEFRNKS,
BALL R B/IRERNA—F

* Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to
grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope.



. HXFCRIEE: #HEERIISERE (4:13-18)

Facmg the Fear of Death: God Gives Us the Hope of Resurrection

AT, BRINWESERARE:

Facing death, our true condition is:

» TREAT]: A EEFHLEFETKIM

* Powerless: Cannot stop death from coming

« —JEhHl: ANHERERTA

* Ignorant: Do not know what happens after death

- BERHIE: AMAEBCHSR

e Uncertain: Not sure of our own outcome




. HXFCRIEE: #HEERIISERE (4:13-18)

Facmg the Fear of Death: God Gives Us the Hope of Resurrection

HNBRGR: BNt SER

God's Solution: The Death and Resurrection of Jesus

P& Z FEl0ETH 1 Thessalonians 4:14
s RINEEEERFEMER T, BELEESRKEREET RIA, Mt
W Ig e SEREE— RSk

* We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will
bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.




. HXFCRIEE: #HEERIISERE (4:13-18)

Facmg the Fear of Death: God Gives Us the Hope of Resurrection

-
HREXHY%E : The death of Jesus:

- KBIANFE : FEAVIEIE=RTE, BHBHRNTET

* Died in our place: We sinned and deserve death, but He died for us
» B RS : WETHANHEKXR

» Paid the penalty for sin: Satisfied God's righteous demands

TN : R T SEMFE T RIS

* Defeated the enemy: Broke the power of sin and death




—. EXIFECAIEIE: SIS ERIAE (4:13-18)

Facing the Fear of Death: God Gives Us the Hope of Resurrection

HREKEYE 3E: The resurrection of Jesus:

- ERASH7: R BT
* Proves His identity: Only God can overcome death
IR : EIEREMAVBGE", IERAREHRIER

 Confirms acceptance: The resurrection is God's "receipt,” proving the
sacrifice was accepted

- PRUERE: #EFRT, BRNBEEF

» Guarantees our resurrection: He was raised, so we too will be raised




. HXFCRIEE: #HEERIISERE (4:13-18)

Facmg the Fear of Death: God Gives Us the Hope of Resurrection

51T FEIIET 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17

s BNXFAELEFEIERFIRIA, BiAEEIRC I TTHIAZRE,
ERESFEBENKEIR, SFMPESMXEKNES, XEH
HSKE; BEEFEEEXTHWALKEER. UERINXEELE
ANALE—RBRBZE, EXZFSEHB. XH, i)
MEE KT

« We who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede
those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a
loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the
dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with
the Lord forever.




. HXFCRIEE: #HEERIISERE (4:13-18)

Facmg the Fear of Death: God Gives Us the Hope of Resurrection

51T FEIIET 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17

s BNXFBAELEFEIERFIRIA, BTAEERSKETIAZRE,
FHAELFENKEIE, BFMBNESTMXEKNES, XAH#H
HSW; PEEEREETHALKEERE. UIERNXBFLF
ANALHE—RBRBIZE, £XEFSEHB. XH, ]
MEE KT

« We who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede
those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a
loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the
dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with
the Lord forever.

,




. HXFCRIEE: #HEERIISERE (4:13-18)

Facmg the Fear of Death: God Gives Us the Hope of Resurrection

51T FEIIET 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17

s BNXFBAELEFEIERFIRIA, BTAEERSKETIAZRE,
FHAELFENKEIE, BFMPNETMXEKNES, XAH
HSKE; BEEEBRXETHWALKEER. UERINXEELEHF
ANALE—RHRBZE, EXZFSEHEB. X&, Tl
MEME KT R -

« We who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede
those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a
loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the
dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with
the Lord forever.

,




. HXFCRIEE: #HEERIISERE (4:13-18)

Facmg the Fear of Death: God Gives Us the Hope of Resurrection

EE L
- X—YIE A EA B B!
s RATME—EMAIRE: HEEMERIEMEET -

The core of the Gospel:
* All this is free grace!
 The only thing we must do is: believe that Jesus died and rose again.



—. HXNEERNALE: LIk ANIBZF (5:1-8)
Facing a Confused Life: God Makes Us Children of Light

P& S BB 1 Thessalonians 5:1-3

- 5L, i2EIFHE. BE, FNRABESHRN, BARMNBES
BARRARRIS, ERH RS, FEEENH—HF. AERER
REREHE, RWmZAIRE M), WmE~EEEIFRREEA
—; e seRki.

* Now, brothers, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, for you
know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. While

people are saying, "Peace and safety," destruction will come on them suddenly,
as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.



—. HXNEERNALE: LIk ANIBZF (5:1-8)
Facing a Confused Life: God Makes Us Children of Light

IR EY45F: Modern examples:

» 2008<F SRIENRRT, ERWEFREF

* Before the 2008 financial crisis, experts said the economy was good.
« 20205FZ 1HRI, AREBHARZS

* Before the 2020 pandemic, everyone thought the world was safe.

* 20225 i FHT, AfMTARFES T

* Before the 2022 war, people thought peace would continue.

XM A RIS B 2 AR AR DR -

The nature of this world is darkness and deceuit.




—. HXNEERNALE: LIk ANIBZF (5:1-8)
Facing a Confused Life: God Makes Us Children of Light

FA1A et 2 IXHERIA : We ourselves were once like this:
- B{EER: AHEfAREIERN S

 Moral darkness: Did not know what is truly right or wrong

- HENE: EMIRRHIATE

* Intellectual darkness: Could not see spiritual truth

- RIEFHE: SHEEE, BEDRSP

« Spiritual darkness: Separated from God, living in fear




—. HXNEERNALE: LIk ANIBZF (5:1-8)
Facing a Confused Life: God Makes Us Children of Light

51T FEIIET 4 1 Thessalonians 5:4-5

B, RMNEAASERBEE, MARHFImBRIMEHE—F.
RNEEXRZT, BEREZT; BRI ERARER, 1
A ERERERY

 But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like
a thief. You are all sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not belong to
the night or to the darkness.




—. HXNEERNALE: LIk ANIBZF (5:1-8)
Facing a Confused Life: God Makes Us Children of Light

Yt Z FHUETEE 7& The New Life of Children of Light

Bl (FREEZF) ME GERZF)
Before (Children of darkness) Now (Children of light)
EAIEHH Could not see the truth BES S W ELTE Able to discer truth
# 5 a)\gﬁ Deceived by sin ¥ =] Eiﬂ’\]iﬁlgﬁ Have spiritual insight
DtEFR 3 Feared the future R BHTER Have hope for the future
Jg’l‘jt._/)'l, Bt Spiritually asleep EE%EE Spiritually alert
BRI 7 Went with the flow EREXBM{EM Have heavenly values




—. HXNEERNALE: LIk ANIBZF (5:1-8)
Facing a Confused Life: God Makes Us Children of Light

P51 E R+ 1 Thessalonians 5:8

- BEERMNEARFHE, MMNHIET, HEMZIEFLRE
i, SR E LR L.

* But since we belong to the day, let us be self-controlled, putting on faith and
love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a heimet.

Bil: AERMNFTLEKR, BHEL

Faith: Not something we conjure up, it is God's gift.
Z2ib: AEERNMER, "&INZE, EAMAEZEA"

Love: Not something we force, "We love because he first loved us."




—. HXNEERNALE: LIk ANIBZF (5:1-8)
Facing a Confused Life: God Makes Us Children of Light

P51 E R+ 1 Thessalonians 5:8

(BEERMNBEARFEE, MEIFET, HEMZHEFIVERE
i, SRR ES{ELERR L.

* But since we belong to the day, let us be self-controlled, putting on faith and
love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a heimet.

FTRAHENRE, MEETHNITHHE
Not uncertain wishful thinking, but assurance based on God's promise.

FIPEANN BB HBBLE

Protects our minds from attacks of despair.




—. HXNEERNALE: LIk ANIBZF (5:1-8)
Facing a Confused Life: God Makes Us Children of Light

XEIMFE: Key order:
1. ZB5H CERZF)

First comes identity (Children of light)

2. REAITH (EEET)

Then comes behavior (Alertness and self-control)




—. HXNEERNALE: LIk ANIBZF (5:1-8)
Facing a Confused Life: God Makes Us Children of Light

B{5an{a &r 24 7EHow Identity Changes Life

- AERZEIEHBCHME: ERMELKINAIIRAT, FrEAATEL
BHEA.

* No longer need to prove our worth: Because God has already accepted us, we
are free to love others.

s PEBRMBAREY: EFHIERYE, SE/RIERBR.

 No longer fear others’ opinions: Care about God's perspective, gaining true
freedom.




—. HXNEERNALE: LIk ANIBZF (5:1-8)
Facing a Confused Life: God Makes Us Children of Light

B{5an{a &r 24 7EHow Identity Changes Life

 ERSNREIES: HFWEKVERSRE, HIHINE
mLEAMERERRFT

* Able to discern truth and lies: The world says pursuing wealth brings
happiness, God says godliness with contentment is great gain.

s EREPAE: AEFNLRN, MEEAARNESHMEI L
ZF—RIRTE, HERIFEMERLL.
* Shine in the darkness: Not by trying hard to shine, but because we are

children of light—like a lightbulb, it shines naturally when connected to the
power.




=. HNELZHRAZE: #eHibKEREX (5:9-11)

Facing a Meaningless Life: God Gives Us Eternal Purpose




=. HNELZHRAZE: #eHibKEREX (5:9-11)

Facing a Meaningless Life: God Gives Us Eternal Purpose

P& S R0l 1 Thessalonians 5:9

s ARHARTETRNZR, IHEIERIFESHIEIEEKES
(SR

 For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our
Lord Jesus Christ.



=. HNELZHRAZE: #eHibKEREX (5:9-11)

Facing a Meaningless Life: God Gives Us Eternal Purpose

P51 Z 0BT+ 1 Thessalonians 5:10
- BB EANITE, MUFMNFTiLlEE. BEE, HSMBEE.

* He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together
with him.




=. HNELZHRAZE: #eHibKEREX (5:9-11)

Facing a Meaningless Life: God Gives Us Eternal Purpose

P& Z 0BT+ 1 Thessalonians 5:11
« FTEA, RI1ZEIEZIR, BEHEN, EWMRINIEZERITH.

* Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you

are doing.

X PR TR Y

%; Z;TEE%F:%J iEEﬁ‘Z-lﬁo

The characteristic of this new life: Not a burden, but joy; not perfection, but growth.



=. HNELZHRAZE: #eHibKEREX (5:9-11)

Facing a Meaningless Life: God Gives Us Eternal Purpose




=. BNEXTHAZE: BEFEIXKIERNEX (5:9-11)
Facing a Meaningless Life: God Gives Us Eternal Purpose
s BEHIZRIL :

-ﬁﬁ]kiﬂ@%ﬁ(?‘%ﬁﬁ]%?ﬂﬂ&?fl'ﬁ, M AR T
2o

* The core of the Gospel:

* The meaning of our lives is not what we do for God, but what God
has done for us.



L8 B ERTHER

Conclusion: Living a "The Lord is Coming" Life

s TEERMNEEAZILRNEBIE, MEILRNERWME
XFERSE !

* The truth of the Lord's return is not meant for us to escape reality, but to face
reality more actively!

PAE"RRIZAEE . HEE. BE)", : "EAHEEEERR
%1&5‘]-@] fREERBEREE . EHE. Eﬁ}]"

* Not "You should hope, be alert, and diligent," but: "Because of what God has
done for you in Christ, you are able to hope, be alert, and diligent."




L8 B ERTHER

Conclusion: Living a "The Lord is Coming" Life

s RBHIIZIE: MFE - MEWIR - FEINE

* Religious logic: Do good — God likes you — Receive blessing

. g%lﬁ@iﬂﬁ: HER - EEARE — (RS - BAMEF

 Gospel logic: God loves you — Christ died for you — You are
changed — Naturally do good



L8 B ERTHER

Conclusion: Living a "The Lord is Coming" Life

=AKBZF Three Great Changes

M7IEZIRTEE From Fear to Hope
AR FHEET, FMHEKREK

» Before: Feared death, feared the future.

Bl EAEEERE, BRNARENINE

* Now: Because Christ rose, we have the hope of resurrection.

RE: AEERNEE, MERCSLKBEET
» Reason: Not because we are brave, but because God has already overcome
death.




L8 B ERTHER

Conclusion: Living a "The Lord is Coming" Life

=AKBZF Three Great Changes

MEBEEHISEEA From Darkness to Light
» LART: ERBEPIRE, AHEAERIE

 Before: Groped in darkness, did not know life's direction.

I BAAZTF, REBSPRE

* Now: Are children of light, able to discern truth.

s RE: ARIAERA, M= 1 HNAVIRES

* Reason: Not because we are smart, but because God opened our eyes.




L8 B ERTHER

Conclusion: Living a "The Lord is Coming" Life
=AKBZF Three Great Changes

METCEIZE X From Emptiness to Purpose
s IAT: AHIEBARTARES

* Before: Did not know why we lived.

 IU7E: MERNTEHAER, BKIENIME

* Now: Know we are loved by God, have eternal value.

JRE: FEBRNERS, MEMAESRE T IR
» Reason: Not because we deserve it, but because God predestined and chose
us.




L8 B ERTHER

Conclusion: Living a "The Lord is Coming" Life

A ESICETHIEA: Do not forget the foundation of the gospel:
s RN EEEE, AEECHRI

* Our hope is in Christ, not in our own performance.

BN ERR, FEHSH

* Our identity is by grace, not by effort.
s BRI NERRE, FREEIES

* Our motivation is gratitude, not fear or pressure.




L8 B ERTHER

Conclusion: Living a "The Lord is Coming" Life

RE%Z]: When you feel:

* 2 55A
EJLGEE
o I ERBY
o BT

it

HHBE /] Weak: Remember God's power.

it

A BB ke a failure: Remember God's grace.

ic{Es

HHI[S]4E Lonely: Remember God's presence.

il

] ) A Weary: Remember God's promises.




L8 iBL"ERTRIEE

Conclusmn: Living a "The Lord is Coming" Life




EEBFMrEAALE
A Life Transformed by the Lord's Return

CE R B i FRitlmyF 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11 e i ibEERY

1. S E—RARFEE M b2 2 B B DU
2 fRARIIR B B R B R B S IR AR R A ?
3. Sn{A7E % TERAE FErh B "5k T "8y JUAE ?

1. Share a testimony of a time you experienced God's comfort in difficulty.

2. What do you think is the biggest challenge for modern Christians in maintaining
spiritual alertness?

3. How can we live out the testimony that "the Lord is coming" in our daily work
and life?
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