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Under the Sun vs. Above the
Sun: Two Radically Different
Lives

{518 Ecclesiastes 1:1-11
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When was the last time you felt truly satisfied?
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BB, BENES, LESRES! (1)

"Meaningless! Meaningless!... Utterly meaningless! Everything is
meaningless." (Eccl 1:2)




—, EEBENTIA?
What Did the Teacher See?

1. EERIE? — 1" EBIAET"HA (1:1)
Who is Speaking? — A Man Who Has "Truly Lived"

- EEREHERAEE . AIBRIJLF. REENSIE.

* The words of the Teacher, son of David, king in Jerusalem.



—, EEBENTIA?
What Did the Teacher See?

1. EERIE? — 1" EBIAET"HA (1:1)
Who is Speaking? — A Man Who Has "Truly Lived"

B 1 1B T4 ? What did Solomon possess?

B HIGLMEBNINEE (£14:29-31)

* Wisdom: God gave him extraordinary wisdom (1 Kings 4:29-31)

WE: fREIR"SUERERRBAKL" (K T1:15)

« Wealth: His gold and silver were "as common in Jerusalem as stones” (2 Chr
1:195)




—, EEBENTIA?
What Did the Teacher See?

1. EERIE? — 1" EBIAET"HA (1:1)
Who is Speaking? — A Man Who Has "Truly Lived"

B 1 1B T4 ? Whatdid Solomon possess?
‘HFL: (MBRET AFHNEBRMNEE

 Achievements: He built the magnificent temple and palaces
2R Bt ERE. = BEE (EL11:3)

* Pleasure: He had seven hundred wives and three hundred concubines (1 Kings
11:3)




—, EEBENTIA?
What Did the Teacher See?

"EE"BHAER? —GIiI—HE (1:2)

What Does "Meaningless” Mean? — Like Grasping for Mist

- EERESR, EFEHESD, NEHRED.

* Meaningless! Meaningless!... Utterly meaningless! Everything is meaningless.




—, EEBENTIA?
What Did the Teacher See?

2, "EZ"BRAAER? —&iM—1EBFE (1:2)

What Does "Meaningless” Mean? — Like Grasping for Mist

"EE"PIARR"FBEEN", EEHR:
S0 "meaningless” doesn't just mean "without meaning,” it also means:

FHE: BRRE, HBHE ({R7:16)

* Transient: Like the morning mist, gone in an instant (Job 7:16)
- fiESS: RiRAK, —RRLAR (15§62:9)

* Fragile: Like a bubble, it bursts at a touch (Psa 62:9)




—, EEBENTIA?
What Did the Teacher See?

2, "EE"BH4AER? —&IMN—TE (1:2)

What Does "Meaningless” Mean? — Like Grasping for Mist

EETREWREEL", ELY:
S0 "meaningless” doesn't just mean "without meaning,” it also means:

 [BL]): BT, WAME. AT (HE16:19; £10:2)
* lllusory: Like a shadow, cannot be grasped or retained (Jer 16:19; Zech 10:2)

- f€57: BRER., KIZEASL (1H9:29)

* Futile: Like chasing after the wind, you can never catch it (Job 9:29)




—, EEBENTIA?
What Did the Teacher See?

"EE"BHAER? —GIiI—HE (1:2)

What Does "Meaningless” Mean? — Like Grasping for Mist

- EENEDR, EENES, NEHRES.

* Meaningless! Meaningless!... Utterly meaningless! Everything is meaningless.




—, EEBENTIA?
What Did the Teacher See?

3 B—MElE: FEBHAam? (1:34)

The First Question: What Gain from Toil?

s A—VINFE R, MEMEHAZTHNTRE, BtAamiE? —
KRdx, —Xk, WAXEKE.

« What do people gain from all their labors at which they toil under the sun?
Generations come and generations go, but the earth remains forever.




—, EEBENTIA?
What Did the Teacher See?

3 B—MElE: FEBHAam? (1:34)

The First Question: What Gain from Toil?

— N FREERIXTEE : A stark contrast:
* ANBY—5: K. IAE

* Human life: Comes quickly, goes quickly

« Kib{kIH: KkimictF

* The earth remains: Endures forever



—, EEEAENTHA?
What Did the Teacher See?

4, KBEARBIIE: KIEOTEEF (1:5-7)
Nature's Testimony: The Eternal Cycle

D B:sk: FEEBRIFEE (1:5) The Sun: A Weary Runner
- B3kHisk, BL%ET, RUFRTH M.

* The sun rises and the sun sets, and hurries back to where it rises.
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—, EEEAENTHA?
What Did the Teacher See?

4, KBEARBIIE: KIEOTEEF (1:5-7)

Nature's Testimony: The Eternal Cycle

D X: IMAMERFRIBE (1:6)
The Wind: A Restless Wanderer That Cannot Be Grasped

- MiERE), NEdess, MMEHhERE, mHEIREIZEITIRIE.

* The wind blows to the south and turns to the north round and round it goes,
ever returning on its course. % ~




—, EEEAENTHA?
What Did the Teacher See?

4, KBEARBIIE: KIEOTEEF (1:5-7)

Nature's Testimony: The Eternal Cycle

0D I : JKIZIEA RS (1:7) The Streams: An Unsatisfied Sea
SLAEMERER, BEAING; LA, TR,

* All streams flow into the sea, yet the sea is never full. To the place the streams
come from, there they return again.




—, EEBENTIA?
What Did the Teacher See?

4, KBEARBIIE: KIEOTEEF (1:5-7)

Nature's Testimony: The Eternal Cycle

WD) IR : SKIZIRASFEYEE (1:7) The Streams: An Unsatisfied Sea

 FMNBRERT & (1TER) ARHERR: “XB, RARS
oiE T EM, RIMPWUEARBERER, MABERT. 7

* As Augustine prayed at the beginning of his Confessions: "You have made us
for yourself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it rests in you."




—, EEBENTIA?
What Did the Teacher See?

5. AKPSEREE: RBEHF (1:8-11)
The Truth of Human History: Nothing New

1) ES AKX (1:8) All Things Are Wearisome
« RESARM, APgEHR. RE, FAE; HIf, TAE.

* All things are wearisome, more than one can say. The eye never has enough of
seeing, nor the ear its fill of hearing.



—, EEBENTIA?
What Did the Teacher See?

5. AKPSEREE: RBEHF (1:8-11)
The Truth of Human History: Nothing New

1) SRR RFEEE (1:9-10) History Merely Repeats Itself

Eﬁ;ﬂ@? BYBa; BITHE, F2B{T. HXZT, HE

» What has been will be again, what has been done will be done again; there is
nothing new under the sun.



—, EEEAENTHA?
What Did the Teacher See?

5. AKPSEREE: RBEHF (1:8-11)
The Truth of Human History: Nothing New

1) FSERREEE (1:9-10) Hlstory Merely Repeats Itself
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R AR, REGEE, NG (55210

» still satisfying "the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life" (1
John 2:16)




—, EEBENTIA?
What Did the Teacher See?

5. AKPSEREE: RBEHF (1:8-11)
The Truth of Human History: Nothing New

) {REZIFHIRS (1:11) You Will Ultimately Be Forgotten
- BEAHEA, TAIRE; IR, FERIAEAIER.

* No one remembers the former generations, and even those yet to come will not
be remembered by those who follow them.



—, EEBENTIA?
What Did the Teacher See?

5. AKPSEREE: RBEHF (1:8-11)
The Truth of Human History: Nothing New

) {REZIFHIRS (1:11) You Will Ultimately Be Forgotten

Eéziﬁ "B AREIBLZRNEHERETNR, EERERETR

« Someone said: "A celebrity is a person who is known for his well-knownness."



—. BEBEETA"E"

What "Way" is Ecclesiastes Preachlng’?




=, BEBEEMTLE"

What "Way" is Ecclesiastes Preaching?

1) REPNEN: THR"HEZT"NL%E

The Purpose of Ecclesiastes: To Shatter the lllusion of "Under the Sun”

 REBAE—FEREXH, ME—A"IES"!

 Ecclesiastes is not a book of pessimism, but a "wake-up call" book!




=, BEBEEMTLE"

What "Way" is Ecclesiastes Preaching?

1) REPNEN: THR"HEZT"NL%E

The Purpose of Ecclesiastes: To Shatter the lllusion of "Under the Sun”

HESMETINE, EEWRINNLISR:

God, through Solomon's pen, wants to burst our bubbles:

* XIS REIRAIR
* Success cannot fill you

o EEX A BT IE IR

* Money cannot satisfy you




=, BEBEEMTLE"

What "Way" is Ecclesiastes Preaching?

1) REPNEN: THR"HEZT"NL%E

The Purpose of Ecclesiastes: To Shatter the lllusion of "Under the Sun”

HESMETINE, EEWRINNLISR:

God, through Solomon's pen, wants to burst our bubbles:

» ERABERKUR
* Pleasure cannot save you
s BEPERRIRIVZE R I0)E

* Wisdom cannot solve your ultimate problem




=, BEBEEMTLE"

What "Way" is Ecclesiastes Preaching?
2, "HYZT"vs"H3¥t=2Z E* "Under the Sun" vs. "Above the Sun"

R1IEBER IR Ecclesiastes has two perspectives:
1. HEZR: AXH, HER. ZEHNIRA—UHEES

Under the Sun: Human-centered, earthly, God-less perspective—Everything is
meaningless

3. HxZ E: LAsHAF LR, KIENRAE—YIEBEEX

Above the Sun: God-centered, eternal perspective—Everything has meaning




=, BEBEETA"E"?

What "Way" is Ecclesiastes Preaching?

2, "HFZT"vs"BIZE“ "Under the Sun" vs. "Above the Sun"

12:13-14

izibgﬂzauﬁjb-r y lb‘:%\gi-l:E HS[WW E?*ﬂﬂﬁlﬁk Ap , JZ.'ITE.
AFRERAARSG . BAAMMNE, E—VIREHNE, TR
Z2E, MELHD.

Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep

his commandments, for this is the duty of all mankind. For God will bring every
deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil.

Ilrl




=, BEBEEMTLE"

What "Way" is Ecclesiastes Preaching?
2, "HYZT"vs"H3¥t=2Z E* "Under the Sun" vs. "Above the Sun"
- BEF|, —VIRRES; BZH, EEMTARL.

« Away from God, everything is meaningless; return to God, and
meaninglessness turns into substance.




=. MAEREERESESE?

How to Live Substantially in the Midst of Meaninglessness?

1. FNED, EEENE

Acknowledging Meaninglessness is the Beginning of Wisdom

s HAFRNESR, BAMERNI R
* God allows us to experience meaninglessness because He wants us to seek
Him!




=. MAEREERESESE?

How to Live Substantially in the Midst of Meaninglessness?

1. FNED, EEENE

Acknowledging Meaninglessness is the Beginning of Wisdom

- IEZAC.S.BEZ TR : "MRKAMECHE—MEERXIEALE

{2 hER T iz
FmaEn. "

EHY, ®A?

HRBERE—REA TS

* As C.S. Lewis said: "If | find in myself a desire which no experience in this world
can satisfy, the most probable explanation is that | was made for another

world."



=. MAEREERESESE?

How to Live Substantially in the Midst of Meaninglessness?

2, PEE"HAEZT"FRERER

Don't Look for Ultimate Answers "Under the Sun”

- REEE-RNEIEE: 57, THE"HXZTHRBE.

 The problem for many Christians is: They believe in Jesus, but are still looking
for satisfaction "under the sun.”

. %_;E?;EF RFEAT"BAEZ T "BI5TE, BHMIFT"HHXEZ L /Y
7K'TH.

* God did not promise us perfection "under the sun,” but He promised us eternity
"above the sun.”




=. MAEREERESESE?

How to Live Substantially in the Midst of Meaninglessness?

3. EHEMEFNEN"E X" Redefine "Meaning" in God
BAEE, ®TH: "BRINTMEARAETR. "(#KET15:19)

* Apart from Christ, Paul says: "we are of all people most to be pitied." (1 Cor
15:19)




=. MAEREERESESE?

How to Live Substantially in the Midst of Meaninglessness?

3. EHEMEFNEN"E X" Redefine "Meaning" in God

{BZEEEE : Butin Christ:

« (REUFERASGEPR (#KHU15:58) Your labor is not in vain (1 Cor 15:58)
s (R TAEBKIEH{E Your work has eternal value

s (REVE B RIEE X Your suffering has redemptive meaning

* YREVEE AFFESISEHE Your life points to glory



=. MAEREERESESE?

How to Live Substantially in the Midst of Meaninglessness?

3. EHEMEFNEN"E X" Redefine "Meaning" in God
CEEZTHA: ATIE HTEF. NTiEAES

* The "Under the Sun" person: For the salary, for face, to prove oneself

THAZE'WA: ATHRER, ATEANMS. ATRBUE
#XL

* The "Above the Sun" person: To glorify God, to love neighbors as oneself, to
store up treasures in heaven



=. MAEREERESESE?

How to Live Substantially in the Midst of Meaninglessness?

4, FEECIRFKIR"ZIE Living in the "Already But Not Yet"

- BB E2L&E iR, BHERE¥K. EKINEE"SBIARKIAR" (already but
not yet) Z 8]

* Christ has already risen, but He has not yet returned. We live in the "already but
not yet."



=. MAEREERESESE?

How to Live Substantially in the Midst of Meaninglessness?
4, FEECIRFKIR"ZIE Living in the "Already But Not Yet"

XEMBKZE: This means:
- RMNEBELEBETKE, EXERTEEE

» We already have eternal life, but are not yet fully redeemed
s BN ELRE NN, BERKESENEE

» We are already free from the power of sin, but not yet free from the presence of
sin

- BNELEXETR, Bkl EFE

» We are already citizens of heaven, but still sojourners on earth




=. MAEREERESESE?

How to Live Substantially in the Midst of Meaninglessness?

4, FEECIRFKIR"ZIE Living in the "Already But Not Yet"
BNEEZR"EETZPEFR":

We must learn to "rejoice in the midst of meaninglessness":
s EH P EZHAEN (153:12-13)
Enjoy God's gifts in our toil (Eccl 3:12-13)
o FEZ ML E MHRIEIFE See God's presence in the ordinary
« ZEFEFEFEF A Hope in the Lord's return while we wait




G NEZERESE
Conclusion: From Meaninglessness to Substance

REBIERZNZL=TITER:

Ecclesiastes chapter 1 issues three calls to us:

1LFIEEEK: KN"HAEZ T NES

Stop Deceiving Ourselves: Acknowledge the Meaninglessness "Under the Sun”




G NEZERESE
Conclusion: From Meaninglessness to Substance

REBIERZNZL=TITER:

Ecclesiastes chapter 1 issues three calls to us:

2. % mAM: EEEEJXAEE

Turn to the True God: Find Satisfaction in Christ

- Bk : "AFRIBIRETGHIZK, RKEDH. "(294:14)

* Jesus said: "whoever drinks the water | give them will never thirst." (John 4:14)




Hit: NEXZEREE

Conclusion: From Meaninglessness to Substance

REBIERZNZL=TITER:

Ecclesiastes chapter 1 issues three calls to us:

3. EFTL&: JA7kIBMJE Start Anew: Live for Eternity

. EZ;E% HAZ F'HESEMS K, ER"HXZ L "HIKIEMFF

* Do not labor for the meaninglessness "under the sun," but run for the eternity
"above the sun."




G NEZERESE
Conclusion: From Meaninglessness to Substance

FREL, FRFEZHIHEIRA, FRINSREE, AAI#E),

BeiE % MIET;
EAME, RIBNFEEETERASZHERR.
(¥KHi15:58)

Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you.
Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord,
because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.
(1 Cor 15:58)



HY$2ZTF vs B%Z L: BHEAARRRNAZE

Under the Sun vs. Above the Sun: Two Radically Different Lives

B & B Self-reflection &8+ Ecclesiastes 1:1-11

1LIESEAMBEE: BREER'HAXAZT'HEFRSHRMEZ . S20AR. EAEG), &1
BAH"HXZ E"RKIEMmE?

2. MMR"BHAXZT"HN—YEMREST, AHLHTERINITIE. &1, £78? HHOOER
1N

3. EREHEMAEME, KRS EWMAEMBAN" EZHEZR"?

4. MEHSKER: "RiX—5%, ABRNEEMTHA? REEBARE?

1. Be honest with yourself: Am | laboring for "under the sun" goals (earning more money, gaining recognition,
proving myself), or am | living for the eternity "above the sun"?

2. If everything "under the sun" is meaningless, why does God still want us to work, marry, and live? What is
God's intention?

3. Inyour current stage of life, in which area are you most prone to fall into the "chase after meaninglessness"?

4. If God asked you today: "What have you done for my kingdom in your life?" how would you answer?
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