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From "Under the Sun”
to "In God's Hand"

{518 Ecclesiastes 2:1-26




TR E
- ESHER
- SEEMZER
e unlimited wealth

* supreme wisdom
* perfect pleasure



F | 1Kings 10:24
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* The whole world sought
audience with Solomon to

hear the wisdom God had
put in his heart.
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T _E 1Kings 10:27

» THER B ERT
ZUWMAk, HERARS
MEIREIRN

* The king made silver as
common in Jerusalem as
stones, and cedar as
plentiful as sycamore-fig
trees in the foothills.




—, EREEWAE: SEFRRARFHAR (2:1-3)

Life in the Laboratory: When Pleasure Becomes a Scientific Study

2:1-3
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* | thought in my heart, "Come now, | will test you with pleasure to find out what is
good.” But that also proved to be meaningless. "Laughter,” | said, "is foolish. And
what does pleasure accomplish?”| tried cheering myself with wine, and embracing
folly--my mind still guiding me with wisdom. | wanted to see what was worthwhile for
men to do under heaven during the few days of their lives.
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Life in the Laboratory: When Pleasure Becomes a Scientific Study

2:1-3
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* | thought in my heart, "Come now, | will test you with pleasure to find out what is
good.” But that also proved to be meaningless. "Laughter,” | said, "is foolish. And
what does pleasure accomplish?”| tried cheering myself with wine, and embracing
folly--my mind still guiding me with wisdom. | wanted to see what was worthwhile for
men to do under heaven during the few days of their lives.




—, EREEWAE: SEFRRARFHAR (2:1-3)

Life in the Laboratory: When Pleasure Becomes a Scientific Study

cZRHNEEAETERERN, METEXEYE., XK
H, FoEMBEADRRLERIAE.

* The problem with pleasure is not that it is evil, but that it is too brief,
too superficial, unable to reach the deep hunger of the human soul.



—, EREEWAE: SEFRRARFHAR (2:1-3)

Life in the Laboratory: When Pleasure Becomes a Scientific Study
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* True joy does not rely on external stimulation, but is a spring of
living water welling up from within.
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—. ASETUERINIR: SPEREREZE (2:4-11)

The Loneliness at the Peak: When Dreams Come True

FRE TRy Rk IhE B Solomon's "Success List"
kR (2:4-6) Career Achievements

- RABCIATLE, BEFE, MABEE;
- ZEEE, FEEHPHRFEZHFERAKRR;

- F21E7KtE, A LASEERU/NIRAR.

* | undertook great projects: | built houses for myself and planted vineyards.

* | made gardens and parks and planted all kinds of fruit trees in them.
* | made reservoirs to water groves of flourishing trees.




—. ASETUERINIR: SPEREREZE (2:4-11)

The Loneliness at the Peak: When Dreams Come True

T 1 IR0 " BT3B BB Solomon's "Success List"
MENH (2:7-8) Wealth and Power

s WL TAME, BFEERPFHIINE; NHFSFEHFH, BHIURE
HB B2 AR AR Y.

BN HECHESRMBEINME, HEENVE; XNBSERHNEX
Mt AREZNY, FAFSHIILE.

* | bought male and female slaves and had other slaves who were born in my house. | also
owned more herds and flocks than anyone in Jerusalem before me.

| amassed silver and gold for myself, and the treasure of kings and provinces. | acquired
men and women singers, and a harem as well--the delights of the heart of man.




—. AETERINR: SPEREZE (2:4-11)

The Loneliness at the Peak: When Dreams Come True

RS 1 189" B IhE Y Solomon's "Success List"
Mi{iiz/E (2:9) Status and Fame

- XtF, RHMHNSEE, MIUBEIRERESIAA. BIVE
B{REHE.

| became greater by far than anyone in Jerusalem before me. In all this my
wisdom stayed with me.
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The Loneliness at the Peak: When Dreams Come True

BINSRISLE The Letdown After Reaching the Summit
2:10-11

« LIRARFAKAY, RRBETAGRMAY; FRORERR, RRBE
IERZESRY; l?kﬂ@lu\%?k—tﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬂﬁ'&%, XN T
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AT, EHERES, #MEMMN, EHXZTELTEA.

* | denied myself nothing my eyes desired; | refused my heart no pleasure. My
heart took delight in all my work, and this was the reward for all my labor. Yet
when | surveyed all that my hands had done and what | had toiled to achieve,

everything was meaningless, a chasing after the wind; nothing was gained under
the sun.




—. AETERINR: SPEREZE (2:4-11)

The Loneliness at the Peak: When Dreams Come True

B IN4ESS Luke 9:25

-ANEHRESEtA, ¥TAE, BREEC, ffram
RbWE ?

» What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, and yet lose or
forfeit their very self?
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The Loneliness at the Peak: When Dreams Come True

AT LRI R T E & RE?

Why Does Success Lead to Greater Emptiness?
ANERBALAERI There are only two tragedies in life:

- E—H: BENBAE - . KE

* The first: Not getting what you want — Pain, disappointment.

- BENGRT - KA I, ERBEKE

* The second: Getting what you want — Discovering it's not that great after all,
leading to deeper loss.
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The Loneliness at the Peak: When Dreams Come True

- IRELELIGIEK, HIRHE.

* Achievement is like seawater: the more you drink, the thirstier you become.
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The Loneliness at the Peak: When Dreams Come True

4S5 KA ARIEEEE : A Reminder for Today's Workforce:
s AR MEFHEFH, BUMRMRAANEBR, RS "fEX"

* Promotion and salary raises are good, but if they become the purpose of life,
they turn into "chasing after the wind."

BRI RES KN, BMRERFH, RIISTERERE
HES

 Entrepreneurial success is worth celebrating, but if it is apart from God,
success hecomes a heavier emptiness.

- BIFREXBAIE, MRER: "RAENESR? "

» We are not against working hard, but we must ask: "For whom am I toiling?"




=, BSHNR: RIBPNASRRNEE (2:1217)
The Limits of Wisdom: The Darkness Seen by the Wisest Man

EE/IE The Value of Wisdom
2:13
- R{EELEEM I ERK, E]S A SRR,

* Then | saw that wisdom is better than folly, just as light is better than darkness.




=, E=LR: REBEHASINEE (2:1217)
The Limits of Wisdom: The Darkness Seen by the Wisest Man
EERIM{E The Value of Wisdom
EELRB A Wisdom is certainly useful:
e 1EFRATDEZEE It helps us avoid detours.
« FENFRA VBB E RIIRTE It helps us make wise decisions.
« FIRAIBEFB TSI It enables us to see dangers clearly.




=, BSHNR: RIBPNASRRNEE (2:1217)
The Limits of Wisdom: The Darkness Seen by the Wisest Man

EELN{E The Value of Wisdom

- BREE, RREH,; BERIRERE, LABE.

* Wisdom is like Ilght, illuminating the path; folly is like darkness, causing
people to stumble.
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The Limits of Wisdom: The Darkness Seen by the Wisest Man

EEROFEPR The Limit of Wisdom

s BEREE T HSHRS]: EABEMRIETET.

» Wisdom has a fatal limitation: it cannot stop death.



=, BSHNR: RIBPNASRRNEE (2:1217)
The Limits of Wisdom: The Darkness Seen by the Wisest Man

EEIRBR The Limit of Wisdom
2:15-16

FHRFOEH: “BERAFBIAY, &mMLL,&%ﬁEﬁ
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¥, kX AiEE, EAHEHHSIE; AINRE=ZAEL,
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* Then | thought in my heart, "The fate of the fool will overtake me also. What
then do | gain by being wise?" | said in my heart, "This too is
meaningless."For the wise man, like the fool, will not be long remembered; in
days to come both will be forgotten. Like the fool, the wise man too must die!




=, BSHNR: RIBPNASRRNEE (2:1217)
The Limits of Wisdom: The Darkness Seen by the Wisest Man

EEROFEPR The Limit of Wisdom
- HEBILFREBEEAENRE, HEATER

* Wisdom can help you see life's problems clearly, but it cannot provide the
answers.

- EEREISHTRR, AAAHAS

» Wisdom can diagnose iliness, but it cannot prescribe the cure.

s ERESIFR L ERE", AFERIR—ICHE

» Wisdom can tell you "there’s a cliff ahead,” but it cannot give you wings.



=, BSnR: RIBPNASRRNEE (2:1217)
The Limits of Wisdom: The Darkness Seen by the Wisest Man

EEROFEPR The Limit of Wisdom
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The Limits of Wisdom: The Darkness Seen by the Wisest Man

EEROFEPR The Limit of Wisdom

- ERALBRAERS, BARESERE, PREFTEH

/9]0
* The wise suffer more than the fool because they see more clearly, yet cannot
change the outcome.
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The Limits of Wisdom: The Darkness Seen by the Wisest Man

FRZ I 1RY4EEE | Solomon's Despair

2:17

c BRATLUIREE 4y, EATEBXZTHRITHE, IEALL AN,
HERER, SMERMN.

* So | hated life, because the work that is done under the sun was grievous to
me. All of it is meaningless, a chasing after the wind.




=, BSHNR: RIBPNASRRNEE (2:1217)
The Limits of Wisdom: The Darkness Seen by the Wisest Man

FRE IR ER Solomon's Despair

== Proverbs 9:10

- IR EBFIER B =R Fim .
* The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom.

BITHNEE, ASUAEFEREILECHNBRSEE.

Wisdom apart from God only allows one to see their own limitations and despair
more clearly.



M9, SSERRIGEPR: AEFEH/NELT? (2:18-23)
The Fultility of Toil: For Whom Am | Working So Hard?

A xHYFER The Tragedy of Toil

2:18-19

s RIRE—VINER, MERTEHAXZ TSR, BAKRER
HRVBEREUEHA. BARESEZERK, HEAIE? (%
EEERFRAEN, MEREHXZTHERMREN. X
BREZ.

* | hated all the things | had toiled for under the sun, because | must leave them

to the one who comes after me. And who knows whether he will be a wise man
or a fool? Yet he will have control over all the work into which | have poured

my effort and skill under the sun. This too is meaningless.
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The Fultility of Toil: For Whom Am | Working So Hard?

HRHYFER] The Tragedy of Toil
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The Fultility of Toil: For Whom Am | Working So Hard?

HRHYFER] The Tragedy of Toil




M9, SSERRIGEPR: AEFEH/NELT? (2:18-23)
The Fultility of Toil: For Whom Am | Working So Hard?

A xHYFER The Tragedy of Toil

- BRANESE, FERABRANSL, EEABRIRF@.

» What the wise build often becomes the inheritance of fools, or even the spoils
of enemies.



M9, SSERRIGEPR: AEFEH/NELT? (2:18-23)
The Fultility of Toil: For Whom Am | Working So Hard?

L’*E'I"_’.!zslf&&lu_elProcessl IAlSOIW

HAFBES: "EORESE 0TI -

« Some might say, "At least | enjoy the process of striving!"



M9, SSERRIGEPR: AEFEH/NELT? (2:18-23)
The Fultility of Toil: For Whom Am | Working So Hard?

L’*E'I"_’.!zslfg'&lu_elProcessl IAlSOIW
2:23

-ERtHHIE, RFERARM, EREOBEAR. X
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* All his days his work is pain and grief; even at night his mind does not rest.
This too is meaningless.




M9, SSERRIGEPR: AEFEH/NELT? (2:18-23)
The Fultility of Toil: For Whom Am | Working So Hard?

L’*Il"_’.!zslfg'&lu_elProcessl IAlSOIW

- FIHNTEFRABLEREFEN, RMEEHREEKAIIE
N

* The process of striving is no more meaningful than the outcome; it often
brings greater troubles than success itself.



M9, SSERRIGEPR: AEFEH/NELT? (2:18-23)
The Fultility of Toil: For Whom Am | Working So Hard?

L’*Il"_’.!zslfg'&lu_elProcessl IAlSOIW

I, K& Matthew 11:28

» HR 8K : "ML EEEENA, ATRIBIFRIXENR, FRRRER]
‘f‘gﬁl%\o "

* Jesus said, "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give
you rest.”

FREAMFTKR, ERENEZFHFL?

Are you toiling for God, or rushing about for meaninglessness?



f. A"BRZTE"HRIFR" (2:24-26)

From "Under the Sun" to "In God's Hand"

2:24
- ANRSRMZlE, HEFGRTER, BEXIUEUT WHF.

* A man can do nothing better than to eat and drink and find satisfaction in his
work. This too, | see, is from the hand of God,




f. A"BRZTE"HRIFR" (2:24-26)

From "Under the Sun" to "In God's Hand"

2:1-23 "HRZ F"RIAREE:
Despair "Under the Sun":
c ZR-EE
* Pleasure — Meaninglessness

' L — RS

* Achievement — Meaninglessness
= ia
 EESERE
* Wisdom — Meaninglessness
=== = o
« FR-REST
* Toil — Meaninglessness

2:24-26 3% [@)"$HAYF";
Turning to "God's Hand":
+ IZI&— AT LLZEZ
* Eating and drinking — Can be enjoyed
 ER AR
* Toil — Can bring satisfaction
 EE ALY
* Wisdom — Is a gift from God

R MR

* Joy — Comes from God




f. A"BRZTE"HRIFR" (2:24-26)

From "Under the Sun" to "In God's Hand"

- FEEFENEY, FENAE, TEAEGIL!
* The same things, viewed from a different perspective, lead to a completely
different conclusion!

s ARMFENET, MERARET .

 The circumstances didn't change, but the perspective did.




f. A"BRZTE"HRIFR" (2:24-26)

From "Under the Sun" to "In God's Hand"

* \BI: BRIBEXREF-RES
* Before: | pursued pleasure — Meaninglessness

IE: BRAZHBERG-F8E

* Now: | receive God's gifts — Enjoyment




f. A"BRZTE"HRIFR" (2:24-26)

From "Under the Sun" to "In God's Hand"

* \BI: FABCHHRGER

* Before: | toiled for myself — Futility

IE: BREFHRFZEHH-BEN

* Now: | experience God in my toil — Meaningful




f. A"BRZTE"HRIFR" (2:24-26)

From "Under the Sun" to "In God's Hand"

* \BI: BABEBE-ADENRERE

* Before: | possessed wisdom — Yet powerless to change destiny

-IiE: . AR ERBEWRNILY-RESFE

* Now: Wisdom, knowledge, joy are all gifts from God — Received with
gratitude




f. A"BRZTE"HRIFR" (2:24-26)

From "Under the Sun" to "In God's Hand"

2:25
BT b, ERBIZHR? ERFEFRE? (FFER)

» for without him, who can eat or find enjoyment? (NIV)



f. A"BRZTE"HRIFR" (2:24-26)

From "Under the Sun" to "In God's Hand"

ﬁﬂAEE Two Kinds of Lives

To the person who pleases him:

?Eﬂﬂg%ﬂi’,%"% \ %u]'/\ \ E/%

* God gives wisdom, knowledge and happiness.

 EHEERPEZ AR E

* Enjoys God's grace in daily life.

» 55 ot R 9 WFE

* Toil also becomes an act of worship.

FEAN GELMHRIAN) -

To the sinner (the one who rejects God):

R HTE, WERHER

* Toils to gather and store up wealth.

A"t EHRAIA"

 But it is "given to the one who pleases God."
'l‘t’d%—i —Thfes—"XtERE
ﬁ'_'., '_'IE "m

* Busy for a lifetime, gaining nothing—"This too
is meaningless, a chasing after the wind."




7~ MEZEIFEIRI=E3E

Three Shifts: From Meaninglessness to Abundance

HT—: NEXKRE "R AZEFR"

Shift 1: From "Pursuing Happiness" to "Receiving Joy"

ﬁ;;ﬂ’h&;ﬁ BREXRINLRAOCHESBR G W49,

» Wrong Pursuit: | need to find things that make me happy — Watching shows,
traveling, shopping, entertainment.

- IFAVERYE: S XRBPEE. R¥. ITE. RAREHAYEH
* Right Perspective: Today's sunshine, food, work, family are all God's grace —
Receive them with gratitude.
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Three Shifts: From Meaninglessness to Abundance

A NBRERIN BN AEm A"

Shift 2: From | Want Success” to "Doing It for the Lord"

- AR : AR -MF LB -W5BHE- AEmiE

* The World's View of Success: Promotion — Raise — Buy a house —
Financial freedom — Peak of life.

%’E‘gﬁﬂﬂ}ﬁ?u "R a, MEMNOEMY, RELSEM
" (7§3:23

* The Christian's View of Success: "Whatever you do, work at it with all your
heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters.” (Colossians 3:23)
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Three Shifts: From Meaninglessness to Abundance

S R AR B T
illivinglby\WisdomtolLivinglinthelFear o thelllords

s AMEE: BENHhElE, ZAZIENX

* Human Wisdom: Can analyze problems, but cannot find meaning.
I RANER: "WRIIMERERNAR" (E9:10)
» Wisdom that Fears God: "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom."

(Proverbs 9:10)




245 MERSIZIHPER

Conclusion: From Solomon to Jesus

Sp FBMSEAXSROTIE, EI-SRES.

, « Solomon, standing at the peak of human achievement, saw
N ﬁ' that everything was meaningless.

- {BELIER, #WARMNTART —N"LErZ I 1E KA
" (K12:42) HRsREE

« But thanks be to God, He prepared for us one "greater than
Solomon" (Matthew 12:42)—Jesus Christ.




245 MERSIZIHPER

Conclusion: From Solomon to Jesus

BT — YRR

» Solomon said: "Everything is meaningless.”

°Hllﬁikw‘;)i: "BEKT, REMFEEED, HEBHEER" (Y
10:10

* Jesus said: "l have come that they may have life, and have it to the full." (John
10:10)



245 MERSIZIHPER

Conclusion: From Solomon to Jesus

FREITR: "BAMHRSARENESR"

» Solomon said: "Without God, there is no true joy.*

-Higxin: "RIERERER, RUEEFRMNE..... . R
HEFRALUGE" (49154, 1)

 Jesus said: "Remain in me, as | also remain in you... so that your joy may be
complete." (John 15:4, 11)




245 MERSIZIHPER

Conclusion: From Solomon to Jesus

BT " E— AT RRA"

» Solomon said: "Death makes everything futile.”

-HiifiH: "ERER, EHUEREHRBAN, BARRT, t
HEE" (£911:25)

 Jesus said: "l am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will
live, even though they die.” (John 11:25)



245 MERSIZIHPER

Conclusion: From Solomon to Jesus

BB RANERKNES, B EKIEERNME.

» Solomon saw the meaninglessness at the end of life; Jesus opens the hope of
an eternal kingdom.

- SR EE, —VIEZEHFUEE, —YFEESTBER,

* In Jesus, all meaninglessness is reversed, all toil is no longer in vain.
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From "Under the Sun" to "In God's Hand" , k\ R\ Y
B I B Self-reflection f£i&+ Ecclesiastes 2:1-26 b Aj‘\‘

L EFRPBERERT, BELHILRESIRSIMEN" ERE"B? XELHMA5][FIRE R

2. fFER2214HEIZIBFFRPEER"HTHOF" . BE—1TREGE, #MEREZAHEF (W
THE. RFE FI) ESHEXEMHERBMIFES.

3. ERHIRAEIMN"BRRF"B"AZEFR"NEE. RANBCERRIKREFTELTHAME? T—
FATAAHRE" N F R AZ " MIE"EE 2 EX"?

1. In your daily life, what experiences have made you feel the "meaninglessness” Solomon described? How did these
experiences lead you to turn to God?

2. Ecclesiastes 2:24 says that finding satisfaction in eating, drinking, and toil is "from the hand of God." Please share one
practical way to help you experience these ordinary activities (like work, chores, study) more as God's gifts rather than
meaninglessness.

3. The message mentioned shifting from "pursuing happiness” to "receiving joy." Where do you see yourself in this spiritual

journey? What is one practical step you can take to practice "receiving from God's hand" rather than "striving by your own
efforts"?
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