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When You Doubt,
Jesus Still Walks
Toward You

E 38 John 20:24-29
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§ * Thomas was not a bad person, nor was he
especially weak.
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* He was one of the Twelve, and once said, "Let us

also go, that we may die with him" (John
11:16)—words spoken by a courageous man.
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|+ But when the other disciples told him, "We have

seen the Lord,"” he said: "Unless | see the nail
marks in his hands and put my finger where the
nails were, and put my hand into his side, | will
not believe." (John 20:25, NIV)
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1. There Are Actually Two Kinds of Doubt
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 We often think there is only one kind of doubt—the intellectual kind: "I'm not sure
this is true.”
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 But Thomas's doubt was not just a matter of the mind; it was a matter of the
heart.
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1. There Are Actually Two Kinds of Doubt
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* "l do not believe" is a rational judgment.
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* "I'm afraid to belleve again” is the self-protection of a wounded person.
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2. The Risen Jesus Comes to the Doubter

_ 20:26
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V= N9 - A week later his disciples were in the house
again, and Thomas was with them. Though the

doors were locked, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, "Peace be with you!"
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2. The Risen Jesus Comes to the Doubter

20:27
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 Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here;
see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it
into my side. Stop doubting and believe."
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2. The Risen Jesus Comes to the Doubter
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2. The Risen Jesus Comes to the Doubter
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* The risen Lord is not one who sits on high waiting for you to perform well enough
before He will see you.
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* He is a Lord who actively draws near to people.
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3. Who Is Jesus?—Thomas's Answer, and Ours

20:28
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g ° Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!"
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3. Who Is Jesus?—Thomas's Answer, and Ours

20:29
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'+ Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen

me, you have believed; blessed are those who
have not seen and yet have believed."
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3. Who Is Jesus?—Thomas's Answer, and Ours
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4. What Do Jesus's Nail Marks Mean?
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 Those nail marks are the permanent sign of His love for us.
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The first kind: those who are doubting.
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* You have questions and struggles in your heart; you're not sure if any of this is
real.
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 Today Jesus is not rebuking you—He is saying to you: "l have come."
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The second kind: those who have been wounded.
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* You don't dishelieve; you're afraid to believe again.
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* You've built a wall in your heart because you're afraid of being disappointed
again.
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* Jesus says to you today: "Bring your wounds to me. My hands also have
marks."
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The third kind: those who believe outwardly but have grown cold inside.
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 You know all the right answers, but it's been a long time since you truly
encountered the Lord.

 SREFEER: REMINRRL?

 Today the Lord is asking you: "Do you really know me?"
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Conclusion
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* Knowing Jesus is an encounter, not just a learning.
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« Just in your heart, say to Jesus what Thomas said: "My Lord and my God."
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1. Thomas said, "l will not believe," but the sermon suggested that his deeper heart cry might have been, "I'm
afraid to believe again." Have you ever experienced this state? What caused you to build a wall in your faith?

2. After Jesus rose from the dead, He did not go to prove Himself to the priests or to Pilate; instead, He chose to go
to a small room with closed doors to find Thomas. What new understanding about Jesus does this give you?

3. The sermon says, "God did not give Thomas an explanation; God gave him Himself." Is there a question in your
life that still has no answer? In the midst of that question, how would you like to respond to today's message?
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