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A LIVING HOPE IN AN UNCERTAIN WORLD

2 S EH 1:1-9
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True Christians are not people without storms,
but people who, even in the storms, still possess a "living hope."



SXEHERA, =i?
Who Wrote This Letter?




—. BiIE#E? —FEaENEME (1:1-2)
1. Who Are We? - The Identity of Exiles
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- MR EEREREES, SERAMTHEARSE. MhK. miE%
xR, TAL, HEREHFREN, RMERAHANLEREHRIE, BE

ERGHER, UBURREISFREE, NRHMATANA. BR
BER, ZZHMBR.

* Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God's elect, exiles scattered throughout the
provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, who have been
chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the
sanctifying work of the Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with
his blood: Grace and peace be yours in abundance.
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* Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God's elect, exiles scattered throughout the
provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, who have been
chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the
sanctifying work of the Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with
his blood: Grace and peace be yours in abundance.
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—. BiInwERHK? —EERME (1:3-5)
2. What Is Our Hope? - The Hope of New Birth
EXHERRE: BEahn. RETEN. BXNFSEZNIE.

1:3-5 The original meaning is: a hope that is alive, firm, reliable, and absolutely certain.
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* Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has
given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This

inheritance is kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God's
power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.
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* Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has
given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This
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3. How Does Our Faith Grow? - Through Trials
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* In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in
all kinds of trials. These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater
worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even
though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and
glorious joy, for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
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Grief is just passing through; joy is our true home.
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Hope doesn't tell you to avoid reality;
hope tells you that when you face reality,
you know you are not carrying it alone, and this is not the end of the story.
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Trials are not evidence that God has left you;
trials are precisely the evidence that God is still working on you.
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He cares about your faith, so He is willing to spend time refining you;
a stone He doesn't care about doesn't need to be put into the fire.
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Conclusion: This Hope, Which the Prophets Longed to Understand
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 Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to
come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care... Even angels long to
look into these things.
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Conclusion: This Hope, Which the Prophets Longed to Understand
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* "Where do | really belong? " — Earthly identities change, but the identity of
being "chosen” in Christ will never change.
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* The basis of our hope is never whether our circumstances will get better, but the
unchangeable fact that Christ has already risen.
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* Grief is real and temporary, but joy is the foundation and eternal.
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* Who | am—God's chosen people;
» What | hope for—the imperishable inheritance;

A ZIENERIR

* How | face difficulties—letting the fire refine my faith, not letting the fire

consume my hope.
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1. Where is my sense of security truly built upon? Is it on visas, work, savings, or on the identity of "| am God's
chosen child"?

2. Does the hope in my heart transcend my present circumstances? If all my problems were still unsolved today,
could | still say "l have hope"?

3. When difficulties come, is my first reaction to doubt that God has left me, or to believe that God is refining my
faith?
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