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Following Christ,
Bearing Witness to Hope in Suffering
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A LIVING HOPE IN AN UNCERTAIN WORLD
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Part One:
The Footprints Christ Left for Us
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Suffering is not an accident; it is part of the calling

2:21

- [IRNRBERAL; AAEBHARFRNZLE, SRS

ﬁﬁ MR ERPEME A BER T

"To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an
example, that you should follow in his steps."
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Suffering is not an accident; it is part of the calling

 EEENFEMMA—HABRAIR—K “RR2EZHEF , ME—ikK
= 7 1 hd
“IRBEEE ETFARET AEIFR.
* The Christian faith from the very beginning is not a "get-out-of-suffering-free
card,” but an invitation to "follow Christ on the road of the cross."
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How Christ Faced Injustice

2:22-23
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 "He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth. When they hurled
their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats.
Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly.”
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How Christ Faced Injustice

You intended to harm
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for good to accomplish
what is now being done,
the saving of many lives.
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How Christ Faced Injustice
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Why could Jesus entrust Himself this way, yet we often cannot?
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How Christ Faced Injustice
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* This doesn't mean we're not spiritual enough; rather,
suffering is like a mirror, showing what we truly rely
on—God, or the approval of others.
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How Christ Faced Injustice
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* Rather, it reminds us: the matter of vindication is not our responsibility—it is
God’s.
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* Our responsibility is not to let suffering turn us into people full of bitterness.
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The Cross Proves That Suffering Is Not Defeat

2:24-25
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* "He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins
and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For you were
like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and
Overseer of your souls."
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The Cross Proves That Suffering Is Not Defeat
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* The cross, from a human perspective, is total defeat—a condemned man,
rejected and crucified.
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God turned this "thing that looked like the greatest failure"
into the most powerful event in human history.



=. TFRIEPSEAERY (2:24-25)
The Cross Proves That Suffering Is Not Defeat




=. TFRIEPSEAERY (2:24-25)
The Cross Proves That Suffering Is Not Defeat
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Suffering, in God's hands, is never the end of the story.
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~Part Two:
The Fiery Trial You Are Experiencing
Right Now
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Do Not Be Surprised
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* "Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to
test you, as though something strange were happening to you."
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Rejoice—But Be Clear About Why You Are Suffering

4:13-16
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* "But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you
may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed... If you are insulted because of the

name of Christ, you are blessed... However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not
be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name."
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Entrust Yourself to the Faithful Creator
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* "So then, those who suffer according to God's will should commit themselves to
their faithful Creator and continue to do good."
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* “......Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly."
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Entrust Yourself to the Faithful Creator
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* "So then, those who suffer according to God's will should commit themselves to
their faithful Creator and continue to do good."
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Entrust Yourself to the Faithful Creator

» XHE, AEWE, BAERBEFRRIEE.

* Entrusting is not giving up, nor is it passively waiting for things to pass.
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* Entrusting means: | no longer try to vindicate myself or turn the situation around
by my own means, but | still wholeheartedly do what God wants me to do.
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Entrust Yourself to the Faithful Creator
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» When suffering comes, we often desperately want to "take the wheel" ourselves,
to control the situation ourselves.
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* True peace does not come from us having everything under control—it comes

from entrusting our souls to the God who is both "faithful" and "Creator"—He
made you, and He is trustworthy.
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Conclusion: Return to That Footprint
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* Christian suffering is not walking blindly in the dark, nor is it gritting your teeth
and enduring by sheer willpower.
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* It is because we know that the footprint ahead is the one Jesus left Himself.
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Conclusion: Return to That Footprint
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* He did not retaliate when insulted, He did not strike back when harmed—He
entrusted Himself to the just God—and three days later, the tomb was empty.
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1. This past week, has there been something that made you feel misunderstood or unfairly treated? What was your first reaction at that
moment? Reread 1 Peter 2:23. In that specific situation, what would it look like for you to "entrust the right of vindication to God"?

2. Peter says, "continue to do good and commit yourselves to the faithful Creator" (4:19). Entrusting does not mean doing nothing—
this coming week, is there one concrete thing you can choose to "continue doing what is right," even if you cannot yet see the
results?

3. Peter reminds us that not all suffering is "suffering for righteousness" (4:15). Think about the pressures or difficulties you've faced
recently—which of them come from holding fast to your faith and doing good? Which of them actually require you to actively seek
help, support, or professional counseling? Are you willing to find someone to talk to about it this week?
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