WG BYBERS H45 b
AP HE 4%
— ) T2ty R AL S

ByA AT, S5 RERAN
:I: \‘, AR A T S R 2
=] 9 ARANE.

Nk, o551, PR

_:l_': 43 S Ml 0 ;
» . BT AED, X R
) » \ £ 7HAET, B ERIB...... “
v N JN N 2 99 —

Growing in Grace While Living as Exiles
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A LIVING HOPE IN AN UNCERTAIN WORLD
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Following Christ,
Bearing Witness to Hope in Suffering
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When we live as aliens and exiles in this world, facing the tension of
identity, facing social rejection, facing the trial of suffering, how can
we stand firm?
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We have a living hope, because we know who we are, because we
follow a Christ who once suffered and now is glorified.
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1 Peter: faces pressure from the outside — how society views us, how the
government treats us, how those around us misunderstand us.
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2 Peter: faces a crisis from within - the church begins to have plausible but
false teachings, and some begin to doubt: will Christ really come again? Does
faith really matter? Does life still need to grow?
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The church’s most dangerous moment is often not when it is being
attacked, but when it begins to slacken, to stagnate, and to doubt
from within.
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"Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus
Christ”
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"For we did not follow cleverly devised stories
when we told you about the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ in power, but we were
eyewitnesses of his majesty."
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* "His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our
knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness."
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* All the resources and all the ability you need to live a holy life, God has already
placed in your hands.
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* The issue is not "do | have it," but "have | drawn upon it and used it."
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God Has Already Given Us Everything We Need
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* "His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our
knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness."
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* "For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to
goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control,
perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, mutual
affection; and to mutual affection, love.”
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We Need to Keep Growing — The Ladder of Faith
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Grace is never a reason for us to stop;
grace Is the reason that makes us willing to rise up and act.
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Grace is not the end of growth; grace is the starting point of growth.
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* "how to be saved," but "how to live after being saved.”
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* Faith is the starting point of this ladder, not the end - "add to your faith..."
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Without faith, everything that follows is impossible;
but if we have faith and then stop there, not moving forward,
Peter says that is a dangerous spiritual condition.
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* "For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith

goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-
control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance,

godliness; and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual
affection, love."
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* "For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to
goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control,
perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, mutual
affection; and to mutual affection, love.”
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* "For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to
goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control,
perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, mutual
affection; and to mutual affection, love.”




—. BIVWEATRE—FTCRIFE (1:5-8)
We Need to Keep Growing — The Ladder of Faith

s EZWHITH, BEEEZRELZIT. EZXBENGAEIENE
i b, BRNNAEEERSG. ZEHEEC—ESERET,

AFEAZERBNKBCHTEE, BARRAESEHRKZRATIE.

* The self-control the Bible speaks of is: on the foundation that the Holy Spirit has
already worked and already given us ability, we still actively practice and
manage ourselves - it is cooperating with the Holy Spirit, not replacing our own
responsibility with the Holy Spirit, nor replacing the Holy Spirit’s work with
willpower.
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* "Perseverance” is the strength to stand firm in trials and waiting.
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* Christians want to bear mature fruit in various spiritual virtues or ministries, they
also need a patient heart.
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» What is the pinnacle of these eight virtues? "love*
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* This love, in the original, is that active love that comes from God's very nature,
loving proactively and unconditionally as God loved us, including loving those

outside the church.
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The Danger of Not Growing - Spiritual Nearsightedness
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* "But whoever does not have them is nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they
have been cleansed from their past sins."
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The Danger of Not Growing - Spiritual Nearsightedness
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State of “blindness”:
not that one cannot see,
but that one sees only what is immediate and near,
and cannot see the weight of the cross nor the glory of eternity.
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The Danger of Not Growing - Spiritual Nearsightedness
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* "Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling
and election. For if you do these things, you will never stumble."”
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The Danger of Not Growing - Spiritual Nearsightedness
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Spiritual growth is not to make us "more worthy of salvation,"
but to make us "more certain that we have already received salvation."
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* "and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ."
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The Outcome of Diligence - Richly Entering the Eternal Kingdom
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* "but they themselves will be saved, though only as through fire" (1 Cor 3:15, NIV)
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* Verse 11 is Peter’s conclusion to the above teachings, pointing out that all who
follow these instructions can richly enter God's kingdom.
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The Outcome of Diligence - Richly Entering the Eternal Kingdom
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* The problem now is whether we practice what Peter has instructed us, allowing
Christ's life to be fully manifested in us, so that we may meet the Lord with an
abundance of fruit in our lives and work.
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The Outcome of Diligence - Richly Entering the Eternal Kingdom
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Brothers and sisters who have "believed for many years but remain
stagnant.”

2) SRR F=REHE, EHRGLHFERERE

Second- and third-generation believers, as well as young believers in the
workplace.

3) BEHEBULNBIE LRI

Brothers and sisters who often struggle with assurance of faith.
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 God has already given you everything — not in the future, but already given.

 So do not stay in place. Use the remaining years of your life to diligently and
layer by layer let God's nature be lived out in you, until one day you are
welcomed, not reluctantly, not barely, but richly, into the eternal kingdom.
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1. Looking back, in which area of your life have you seen clear growth? In which area has there

been almost no change?

2. Peter says "add to your faith goodness..." Among these eight virtues, which one do you feel you

currently lack most? Why?

3. Have you ever experienced "spiritual nearsightedness" — focusing only on the present and
forgetting the grace of the cross? What brought you back?
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