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Discerning False Teachers:
Recognizing Their True Nature
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False Teachers Arise from Within, Not Intrude from Outside
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- “But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be
false teachers among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies,

even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them—bringing swift destruction
on themselves.”
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False Teachers Arise from Within, Not Intrude from Outside
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 “Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of
Jesus our Lord. His divine power has given us everything we need for life and
godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and
goodness.”
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False Teachers Arise from Within, Not Intrude from Outside
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How you know Christ determines how you live.
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False Teachers Arise from Within, Not Intrude from Outside
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 The problem with false teachers is never merely that their behavior has gone
wrong; rather, their knowledge of Christ himself went wrong first, and behavioral

deviation is only the consequence.
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False Teachers Arise from Within, Not Intrude from Outside
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 Any teaching that makes the cost of the cross seem optional, that presents
Jesus as merely one of many “spiritual teachers,” or that presents salvation as

needing only a little effort and positive energy has already crossed to the other
side of this warning line.
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False Teachers Arise from Within, Not Intrude from Outside
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The Temptation of False Teachers: Replacing the Cross with Packaged Desires
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« “Many will follow their depraved conduct and will bring the way of truth into
disrepute. In their greed these teachers will exploit you with fabricated stories.”
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The Temptation of False Teachers: Replacing the Cross with Packaged Desires
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« “These people are springs without water and mists driven by a storm. ... They
mouth empty, boastful words . .. They promise them freedom, while they

themselves are slaves of depravity.”
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The Temptation of False Teachers: Replacing the Cross with Packaged Desires
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The Temptation of False Teachers: Replacing the Cross with Packaged Desires
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The Temptation of False Teachers: Replacing the Cross with Packaged Desires
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* This is exactly where the greatest deceit of false teaching lies—it is never
obviously absurd, but “looks very useful.”
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« “These people are springs without water and mists driven by a storm. ... They
mouth empty, boastful words . .. They promise them freedom, while they

themselves are slaves of depravity.”
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The Temptation of False Teachers: Replacing the Cross with Packaged Desires
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* In essence they turn God into a tool to help you fulfill your earthly wishes, rather
than the Lord who calls us to take up the cross and follow him through suffering.
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The Temptation of False Teachers: Replacing the Cross with Packaged Desires
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* The real test is very simple: Does this teaching require me to pay the cost of the
cross, or does it only promise me blessings without cost?
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The Targets of False Teachers: Those Whose Foundation Is Not Yet Firm and Those Who Have Just
Escaped Their Old Life
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 “They appeal to the lustful desires of the flesh and to the depraved conduct of
those who have just escaped from error”
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The Targets of False Teachers: Those Whose Foundation Is Not Yet Firm and Those Who Have Just
Escaped Their Old Life
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 “It would have been better for them not to have known the way of
righteousness, than to have known it and then to turn their backs on the sacred
command that was passed on to them. . .. A dog returns to its vomit, and a sow
that is washed returns to her wallowing in the mud.”
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.. A state in which the outside has been temporarily washed clean, but the essence @
of life has never truly been renewed. e
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Four Marks of Discernment
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* First, how does it speak of Christ?—Does this teaching exalt, or dilute, the cost
and uniqueness of the cross?
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Four Marks of Discernment
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» Second, how does it speak of sin?—Does this teaching lead to true repentance
and a holy life, or does it make excuses for indulging lust and greed?
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Four Marks of Discernment
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* Third, what fruit does it bear?—No matter how pleasant this teaching sounds, is
it living water, or a spring without water?
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Four Marks of Discernment
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* Fourth, how does it treat money and people’s needs?—Is the teacher truly

shepherding and building you up, or exploiting your needs, fears, or desires for
profit?
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Four Marks of Discernment
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* Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they

received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every
day to see if what Paul said was true.
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Four Marks of Discernment
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» What Peter gives us here is exactly the same call—not to rely on intuition, not on

how popular this teacher is, how many follow him, or how moving he sounds,
but honestly to place every teaching under the light of Scripture and examine it.
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Four Marks of Discernment
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* Peter’s purpose is to protect the flock, not to stir us up to be picky with one
another and judge one another.
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Four Marks of Discernment
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* The real lesson is to place ourselves before the true word and learn discernment,
not to put others on the judgment seat and make judgments on God’s behalf.
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True Discernment: Not Only Recognizing the False, but Becoming Familiar with the True

* HH

SBFHRGE—E, HIAZ4Eshm [

ST A

¥, MELBCHEKERE | ARKGasETF] .

* The final step in discerning false teaching is actually not to keep studying “what
the false looks like,” but to make ourselves increasingly familiar with “what the
true looks like.”
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True Discernment: Not Only Recognizing the False, but Becoming Familiar with the True
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True Discernment: Not Only Recognizing the False, but Becoming Familiar with the True
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* First, become familiar with Christ himself—“the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ” (1:2, 8)—not merely familiar with doctrines about him.
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True Discernment: Not Only Recognizing the False, but Becoming Familiar with the True
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» Second, become familiar with the apostolic witness and the prophetic word—
Peter already told us in 1:16-21 that the true word has a solid foundation, being
what the apostles saw with their own eyes and what the prophets spoke as they
were carried along by the Holy Spirit, not something made up by private
interpretation.
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True Discernment: Not Only Recognizing the False, but Becoming Familiar with the True
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* Third, continue to grow in grace and knowledge—at the end of the letter Peter
will say: “Therefore, dear friends, since you have been forewarned, be on your
guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of the lawless and fall
from your secure position. But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.”
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Conclusion: Protecting the Hope We Are About to Look Toward
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Conclusion: Protecting the Hope We Are About to Look Toward
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The true word never dilutes the cross, never makes excuses for sin,
and never exploits you with fabricated words.
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1. Peter says false teachers arise "among you," not intruding from outside the church. How is this reminder
different from your original picture of "false teaching"?

2. "Even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them"—what specifically does this refer to? What common
sayings today might subtly dilute the cost of Christ's redemption?

3. Why are false teachers especially successful with "those who are just escaping from those who live in error"?
How can the church better protect and accompany brothers and sisters who have just believed or are going
through low points in life?
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